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OF THE INTERNATIONAL
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HUMANITY

]'4mterational Red Cross and Red CrescentMovement, born of a desire to bring assistance
without discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, endeavours, in its international and na
tional capacity, to prevent and alleviate human suffering wherever it may be found. Its purpose is
to protect life and health and to ensure respect for the human being. It promotes mutual under
standing, friendship, co-operation and lasting peace amongst all peoples.

IMPARTIALITY
Itmakes no discrimination as to nationality, race, religious beliefs, class or political opinions.

It endeavours to relieve the suffering of individuals, being guided solely by their needs, and to give
priority to the most urgent cases of distress

NEUTRALITY
In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of all, the Movement may not take sides in hos

tilities or engage at any time in controversies of a political, racial, religious or ideological nature.

INDEPENDENCE
]'4Movement is independent. The National Societies, while auxiliaries in the humanitarian

services of their governments and subject to the laws of their respective countries, must always
maintain their autonomy so that they may be able at all times to act in accordance with the princi
ples of the Movement.

VOLUNTARY SERVICE
psa voluntary relief movement not prompted in any manner by desire for gain.

UNITY
'e can be only one Red Cross or one Red Crescent Society in any one country. It must be

open to all. It must carry on its humanitarian work throughout its territory.

UNIVERSALITY
]'+mterational Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, in which all Societies have equal

status and share equal responsibilities and duties in helping each other, is worldwide.

RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT MAY-AUGUST 1989



&IRED CROSS
RED CRESCENT

MAGAZINE OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT
MAY-AUGUST 1989 VOL.5-No. 2

The International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement is made up of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), the League of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
and the National Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies.

RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT maga
zine is produced for the Movement by the
League in association with the ICRC and
National Societies, and with assistance
from the Lundin Group of companies.
Published in English, French and Span
ish editions, the magazine is available in
160 countries.

March marked the 14th year of conflict in Leba
non. Itensified fighting hit the civilian populations
extremely hard. What's happening to the people
caught in the bombardments? Page 7

DIRECTOR: George REID
EDITOR: Ralph WRIGHT
SECRETARIAT: Shamim ADAM
FRENCH EDITION: Bertrand BAUMANN, Dominique
COURTIN, Pierre-Yves Garaud
SPANISH EDITION: Jose CHOCOMELI, Maria SIERRA
PRINTED BY ROTO-SADAG, Graphic Arts Division of
the Tribune de Geneve S.A.
NEWS AND FEATURES: Ann NAEF, Clarissa STAREY,

CONTENTS
THE MOVEMENT

SOUTHERN SUDAN:
HELPARRIVES 4
LEBANON: ASHIPARRIVES 7
LEBANON: SACRIFICE 8
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 9
SENEGAL&MAURITANIA 10
ETHNIC TURKS EXITBULGARIA 11
HUMANITARIANGESTURE 12
VARNAFILM FESTIVAL 13
WHOWEARE 14

COVER STORY
YOUTH: PASSPORTFORA
HUMANITARIAN FUTURE 18

SPECIAL REPORT
ISRAEL:
MAGENDAVIDADOM 23

NATIONAL SOCIETIES
QATAR: MODERNFORTRESS 26
USSR: POSTERS 28

COMMUNICATIONS:
INTERVIEW: SIR CRISPIN
TICKELL 30
MEDIAUPDATE 31
FACES OFWAR 32

HEALTH
MONTREALAIDS CONFERENCE 33
ETHICS, ORGANS &KIDNEYS 34

FEATURES
PEOPLE 36
LETTER FROMTWOCITIES 38

COVER PAGE by Liliane de TOLEDO of
Swiss Red Cross Youth helping handicapped
young man.
CENTRE SPREAD isframe takenfrom the
1948filmofHenryDunant's story, "TheMan
in White" . Directed by Christian JAQUE;
JeanLouisBARRAULTplaysHenry Dunant.

Damien PERSONNAZ, Ellen HAAR, Toril UTHEIM
(League), Michele MERCIER, Francoise BORY, Claude
CHATELAIN{ICRC),GunnarHAGMAN(HenryDunant
Institute).
PHOTOGRAPHERS: Bengt ERICSSON, Thierry
GASSMANN, Liliane de TOLEDO.
PHOTO RESEARCH: Sue PAVAN
GRAPHICS: Rodolphe FREIBURGHAUS
CORRESPONDENTS: ADDIS ABABA: Getachew
BEKELE. BOGOTA: Fernando VASQUEZ HOYOS.


"
±%

Ethnic tensions are creating new groups of refu
gees along international borders. Senegal/Mauri
tania; Bulgaria/Turkey are just two of the new
areas of tension. How long will the refugees con
tinue to flow across these borders?
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THE MOVEMENT

Southern Sudan: Help Arrives
In response to the tragic condi

tions in southern Sudan, a wide var
iety ofrelieforganizations have been
attempting toprovide assistance. All
parts oftheRedCross andRedCres
cent Movement have been involved,
including the Sudanese Red Cres
cent Society, the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross and the
League.

In the area most impacted by the
conflict, the ICRC, working under its
mandate to provide humanitarian
assistance to all sides in time ofcon
flict, negotiated agreements with
both the Sudanese Government and
the Sudanese People's Liberation
Army (SPLA) toprovide aid. Follow
ing is a report of their operation.

0 n 4 December 1988, after long
months of negotiations, the first

planes chartered by the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
took off for southern Sudan. It was
the beginning of a carefully balanced
relief operation agreed to by both
parties to the conflict; the govern
ment of Sudan and the SPLA.

Five months later, at the begin
ning of May (which also marks the
start of the rainy season), a survey of

the areas held by both sides revealed
that there had been a considerable
improvement in the living condi
tions and nutritional state of the
people as compared with the pre
vious year.

"At the end of 1988, people were
dying in the streets ofWau", recalls
Father Tomasoni of the Camboni
mission. "Then the Red Cross came.
This is a blessed year".

Wau, the capital of the province of
Bahr el Ghazal, is like a large village
slumbering in the heat. The huge ca
thedral, red as the soil, is a highly
visible landmark, particularly from
the air. In the centre ofWau there is a
small market in the shade ofabaobab
tree. Mangoes, tomatoes, lemons,
and sprigs of mint are sold there.
Under the commercial arcades, tai
lors are seated behind their foot pe
dalled sewing machines.

All looks peaceful. But tribal ani
mosity smoulders. Dinka and Fertiti
live in separate areas. Nobody has
forgotten the clashes of two years
ago. After sunset the streets empty;
curfew is in force until dawn. Al
most every night shots ring out.

Life goes on, despite everything.
In January, ICRC delegate Peter

Winkler found a "ghost town" here;
camps overflowing with half
starved refugees who had lost every
thing, including their livestock,
which was their only means of sub
sistence. Today, nine out of ten dis
placed persons have returned to their
villages. There remain a few hun
dred refugees in the two camps in the
former canning factory and in the
transport services sheds. The last
food distribution took place in mid
April: 30,000 persons each received
a ration of 12 kilos of doura (flour), 3
kilos of beans, 2 litres of vegetable
oil, a bar of soap, seeds and a hoe.

Despite the distributions, there
are still people dying in the camps,
namely the old, sick and the blind.
Like one emaciated old man, lying
on the ground and breathing withdif
ficulty, too weak to prepare himselfa
meal. To deal with such cases, ICRC
delegates run a "soup kitchen" ladel
ing out soup to be eaten on the spot,
instead of distributing dry rations.

JUBA: as many displaced
persons as inhabitants

Soleiman has his ear glued to the
transistor: the SPLA radio has just
announced, today, 1 May, the exten
sion of the cease-fire for one month.
Good news. In Juba, there is already
hope that the roads to Kenya and
Uganda will soon be passable again.
For the moment, this capital of the
South, three hours' flying time
(1,200km) fromKhartoum, is cut off
from the surrounding area, and de
pends entirely on the airlift for its
supplies.

The town has about 100,000 in
habitants and again as many dis
placed persons. Altogether they
consume 3,000 metric tonnes of
grain per month. This is exactly the
amount held in reserve by CART
(Combined Agencies Relief Team,
an association of the various hu
manitarian organizations working in
Juba). Thus any interruption of re
lief supplies would lead rapidly to
malnutrition and starvation.
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Hercules Cargo plane discharging reliefsupplies at Wau airport.
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Mother and child in Aweil await distribution Vaccination campaign in YipolBahr el Gazal against bovineplague.
offood.

Since the heavy bombings in Fe
bruary and March, Juba has been
calm. Its luxuriant green vegetation,
the vivid red ofthe flame trees give it
a holiday air. Apart, of course , from
the army units training in front of the
barracks in the centre ofthe town and
the refugee camps stretching as far as
the eye can see.

Almost daily, new refugees tum
up, like a group of about a hundred
new arrivals, temporarily housed in a
local school. Their faces are blankas
they relate how their village was at
tacked and their livestock slaught
ered. By whom? "Difficult to know
who is the enemy, between the mili-

tias, hostile tribes and the guerrillas",
comments Moses, the translator.

Since many other humanitarian
organizations, including the United
Nations, are present in Juba, the
ICRC is concentrating on specific
tasks: feeding people in the hospital
and the prison; setting up a feeding
centre; and dealing with new arri
vals. Vibeke Kaat (Danish Red
Cross) has taken charge of the or
phanage, housing 35 children whose
parents are dead ormissing. One day
she was seen bringing them an enor
mous parcel of clothing from Den
mark. "It's a real pleasure to see
them brightening up, day by day",
she smiled.

Tracing Agency work began in
Juba in 1979. "At present, most of
the cases concern Ugandans", ex
plains Satuminus Odoki, himself a
Ugandan refugee, "but more and
more Sudanese families are submit
ting tracing requests."

Vaccinations in Kongor
"We estimate that 50,000 persons

will need assistance during the rainy
season," remarkedClaudiaAzzolini,
ICRC delegate in Kongor (SPLA
zone) "but how can we know how
many there are without exploring the
bush?" The seven kilometres of
bumpy road that separate Kongor
from the landing strip give an idea of

Nurse evaluates child in Wauformedical and nutritional needs.
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Food is distributed to 25,000 displaced
persons in 4 camps in Wau.
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Child salvaging grain left on ground in Wau.

Therese Obrecht•

offamilies coming from eight differ
ent places. We can give them a
month's ration ofmaize and a litre of
oil, provided they return to their vil
lages". Noisy, but good natured ex
changes, beganbetween themen and
the SRRA (Sudanese Relief and Re
habilitation Association) workers,
the latter exhorting the villagers to
plant their fields before the rains
come.

"How can you refuse rations to
these people when some of them
took aweekto gethere?" asksKizito,
head of the SRRAin Leer. Last year,
floods ravaged the crops all over
Upper Nile province, reducing the
inhabitants to eating leaves, roots
and water hyacinths for months.

To help the people become self
sufficient again, the ICRC has dis
tributed farming implements and
seeds ofa fast growing variety of sor
gum. As a back-up, food reserves
have been set up in the bush ware
houses. In Leer, as elsewhere in the
Sudan, it is a race against the clock,
as black clouds already appear in the
sky.

In the late afternoon, when the
heat becomes less oppressive and the
women start to pound grain in holes
dug in the ground, or set off, proud
and erect, their calabashes balanced
on their heads, to fetch water at the
wells, the churchgoers also go into
action. They sing and dance behind
their cross-bearer. Every day the
faithful continue to work to level the
new landing strip, making it longer
and wider. Butevenmoreimportant,
making the strip more porous than
the three others, so as to be usable
even during the rains.

One thing is sure. Although the
food situation has clearly improved
in comparison with last year, there is
no abundance. This is quite obvious
when one sees on the airstrips of
Leer, Inba, Wau and Kongor, child
ren, old people, and even the un
loaders gathering one by one the
grains ofdoura or ofmaize that have
fallen on the ground. A little bag of
cereal will make one, perhaps two
meals. Not much. But each time a
"white bird" takes off, not a single
grain remains on the ground.
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The "white birds" of Leer

"Don't create a dependency on
aid." This slogan also holds true in
Leer, in the province of the Upper
Nile, some 20 kilometres from the
river. From a distance, vultures can
be seen circling over a small building
where offal and some meat are sold.
Leer consists of a few empty street
stalls, a former school which now
serves as a warehouse for sacks of
sorghum and maize, and some scat
tered "tukuls".

Under the trees, hundreds of
people, the majority from the Nuer
tribe, wait for a distribution of food.
Monique Collard, delegate, sighs,
"The news ofthe 'white birds'bring
ing food spread like a bush fire.
Today, we counted 1,700men,heads

addition, fish nets, hooks, hoes and
seeds were distributed. Such items
had been unobtainable since the war
putan end to normal trade.
"We have also repaired the water

pumps," explained Peter Altwegg,
delegate at Akon. "Nothing specta
cular, but a real success. Each pump
serves between 500 and 5,000
people, who no longer have to walk
to wells many kilometres away. And
the children drink clean water. They
no longer need medicine".

,
tis 3

the difficulties involved in such a
project; the clay terrain, which
becomes a quagmire after the first
rains, transforms the road into an ob
stacle course.

It is difficult to imagine thatKon
gor (madeup ofa few dozen "tukuls"
orhuts) was at one time a stopover on
the trade route, halfway between
Juba and Malakal. Today there is
hardly any traffic, no school, no dis
pensary, no shops, not even amarket.

The ICRC delegation was set up
only at the beginning of March in a
building formerly used by UNDP
(United Nations Development Pro
gramme). They had only two
months before the rains came to im
munize the mothers and children.
Elisabeth Reglat and Francoise Bou
cachard (FrenchRed Cross) covered
the region, spending nights away
from the base at Kongor without a
radio and sleeping in local "tukuls".
Some 3,000 mothers and 8,000
children were vaccinated under this
programme.

On 8May, the first truck, soeagerly
awaited, was finally delivered by a
Hercules. Jurg Buhler, delegate, set
off at once for one of the five "bush
warehouses", spread out over an area
of 80 square kilometres, to lay up food
stocks. "By decentralizing," he ex
plained, "we try to support the existing
structures and tokeep thebeneficiaries
in their villages''.

Long-term Humanitarian
Assistance

Spread over the region are "cattle
camps". Dispersed like satellites
around the villages they provide
milk and meat for the population.
The pastoral semi-nomad Dinka
tribesmen depend largely on their
herds for survival. It is estimated that
a third of theirmillion and a half ani
mals perished in the region during
the floods of summer 1988 and the
subsequent epidemics. It was essen
tial to resume the vaccination of the
herds, which came to a halt in 1983.
By the end of May about 400,000
heads of cattle in the SPLAzone had
been vaccinated against bovine
plague.

This unusual humanitarian assist
ance is designed to provide vulner
able groups with the strength and the
means to regain self-sufficiency. In
6



LEBANON

Artillery Duels
Mark 14Years ofWar:
A Ship Arrives

'
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Red Cross ship "Nehal" arrives in Sidon.
ICRC/Ali Hassan

14 March began a new tragic epi
sode in the 14 year old war in Leba
non. In Beirut and its surrounding
suburbs, bombardments of an in
tensity and violence hitherto un
known, rained death upon
unprotected residents. Many took to
shelters in their neighbourhoods,
while others fled the city, often to the
south ofLebanon, though a fewwere
able to seek refuge overseas.

OutsideBeirut, themore fortunate
were taken in by relatives or friends.
Others found refuge in public places
or houses under construction. In
desperation some slept in their cars
while waiting invain for the situation
to calm down.

To meet the needs of these newly
displaced persons emergency food
aid was distributed. It soon became
apparent that food and medical sup
plies would run out before all needs
were satisfied. Answering an appeal
of the ICRC, the European Econ
omic Community (EEC) responded
quickly with 1,300 tonnes ofdonated
food plus a chartered ship.
"What's become of that ship?.. .Is

it confirmed that it has left Raven
na?" It was eagerly awaited by the
ICRC team at the Port of Sidon, in
southern Lebanon. While waiting,
they went daily into the field to
identify displaced persons, prepare

and check lists for the forthcoming
distribution of relief supplies, and on
a priority basis, assist the most ur
gent cases from the dwindling sup
plies still on hand.

At last, on 30 May, the "Nehal"
came into Sidonharbour in a blaze of
sunset, carrying 600 tonnes of rice,
600 tonnes of vegetables, 80 tonnes
of sugar, 60 tonnes ofcooking oil and
200,000 candles. As soon as it could
be unloaded the supplies were taken
to a warehouse where they were
packed into parcels which were
loaded on trucks and then, under the
supervision of the ICRC delegates,
distributed to those in need.

These relief supplies were not
only distributed to those who had
fled their homes, but also to the most
distressed inhabitants ofBeirut. The
ones who had nowhere to go, no
money for travel to safety, were thus
forced to stay on in damaged or de
stroyed buildings that were subject
to daily bombardment. By the end of
June over 100,000 Lebanese
families had been assisted.

In addition the ICRCmade a spe
cial distribution of medical supplies
to assist the various dispensaries in
southern Lebanon which had been
swamped by a flood ofnew patients.

Likewise the joint ICRC/Le
banese Red Cross (LRC) mobile cli

nics once again began providing ser
vice at the end ofMay. At these cli
nics civilians living near the fighting
are able to obtain medical consult
ations as well as free medical sup
plies.

Most able bodied adults in this
"No Man's Land" have been able to
leave. Only children and old people
stay behind, trapped in villages
served by roads made insecure or
blocked by either the fighting or by
mines. Shops, schools and dispen
saries are closed most of the time.
Community life and trade are on the
brink of collapse. Thus the regular
visits of the ICRC/LRC mobile cli
nics meet a dual need, that of assist
ance and protection.

Since the arrival of the relief ship
"Nehal" there have been additional
shiploads of goods arriving in Leba
non. Despite the frustrations of the
Lebanese, who at time express the
fear that the world has forgotten
them, supplies do arrive. With no
political solution to the crisis in sight,
the continuation of worldwide relief
for the Lebanese is now, more than
ever, amatter of life and death.

• Marjolaine Martin
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« Relief supplies
being distributed in
Kalawai, a village
nearBeirut.

... Protheses device
being prepared in

Red Cross
Orthopaedic Centre

in Saida.
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Sacrifice Beyond the Call ofDuty
"Sacrifice Beyond the Call of

Duty" is more of a challenge than a
motto for the first aid teams of the
Lebanese Red Cross. Eleven volun
teers have been killed, 80 wounded
and six rendered handicapped since
the beginning of the Lebanese con
flict in 1975.

The agency's backup motto, "Try
Diplomacy", is an equally difficult
challenge in a country where 26 dif
ferent militias and political groups
vie with each other across territorial
lines more fiercely guarded than Le
banon's international borders.

In 1984 the Lebanese Red Cross
initiated a program to acquaint mili
tiamenwith their services and princi
ples. "We realized they didn't know
what the Lebanese Red Cross was",
explained Dimyanos Kattar, former
director of first aid teams. "They
were afraid under stress, or lost con
trol when they saw the flashing lights
of our ambulances speeding towards
them".

Some 10,000 militiamen have
gone through the program and the
Red Cross says the exposure has
helped gain their trust.

Trust and diplomacy have also
been important in the last two
months of savage artillery duels
across Beirut. With people shelter
ing together in staircases and base
ments, a single shell can cause
numerous injuries.

Using the Red Cross priority
list-breathing stoppage, bleeding,
bums and fractures-the first aid
teams immediately establish a
priority plan for treatment.

.j• fl+
ii

Hysterical family members often
plead that their child or spouse be
treated first. The team leader deals
with the family as diplomatically as
he can, explaining the necessity of
priority.

The Red Cross gets about 3,000
applicants a year, but only 300 sur
vive the 76 hours of training and test-

•
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Lebanese RedCross FirstAiders assist
woundedmilitia man.

ing followed by two days of mock
emergencies and a threemonth prob
ation period. Those who complete
the course join the 1,400 first aiders
who serve throughout Lebanon.

Seventeen is the minimum age.
Neutrality is a must. A volunteer
must be willing to go anywhere in
Lebanon and cross any and all secta
rian lines.

During the last few months, first
aiders in the Beirut centres have had
their mettle tested.

"You've got to have guts to do
this", said Alexandra Daher, 20, a
university student who went to aid
the victims of the first round of shell
ing on 14 March. "It was horrible.

sos.I.

That was my first rescuemission and
I was shocked". The shelling caught
people driving towork or taking their
children to school. A number or
people died in their cars.

One volunteer tells how she had
to put a victim's severed hand in a
plastic bag and then on ice as they
sped him to a hospital.

Another volunteer related a res
cue mission three weeks ago in
which a shell cut a man in two.

The standard four-member team
has been reduced to three during
these weeks of shelling to limit the
causalties in case a shell hits an am
bulance.

All of the volunteers in the Beirut
area have experienced shells landing
just yards away.

Why would anyone join the Red
Cross?

Daher and two other volunteers,
Hassan Kabbani and Dalal Hassou
ra, gave roughly the same answer:
"In Lebanon there isn't much to
choose from. You can stay home,
join amilitia, or get involvedwith the
Red Cross and help people".

Kattar explains the volunteers'
enthusiasm in terms of Red Cross
ideals and sense of mission. But
above all, the appeal is the freedom
from the sectarian sickness of the
country.

"Working with the Lebanese Red
Cross no one is going to ask you your
religious affiliation," he said. Red
Cross identification cards, unlike
government-issued identity papers,
do not state whether a person is a
Moslem or Christian.

Doctor examines Lebanese child in RedCross clinic.

8

Lebanese Red Cross ambulance rushing to scene ofinjury.
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Sara Jane Arida, 21, her family's
only daughter, had to fight with her
family before they would let her join
the Red Cross.

"I am Lebanese and I felt useless
watching what was happening", she
said. "I wanted to do something to
help unite the country".

The volunteers have not only the
Red Cross ideals as a standard, but
also the model of the organization's
president, Mrs Alexandra Issa el
Khoury. Nearly 80, she has served as
president since 1964.

Every morning she crosses the
GreenLine between theMoslem and
Christian sectors to tend to her
duties. Not once during the recent
artillery barrages did she stay home
under cover. "I have ajob to do", she
says by way of explanation.

Red Cross officials agree that
these last two months have been the
hardest in the 14 years of civil strife.

"Other times we knew where the
fighting was. We could make con
tacts with the groups and arrange to
go in and evacuate the wounded",
saidWalid Kebbe, the organization's
public relations officer.

The President of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, Mr.
Cornelio Sommaruga, reaffirmed
during a three day official visit to
Israel in late June, the opposition of
the ICRC to certain repressive
measures taken by the Israeli forces
in face of the Palestinian uprising in
the occupied territories.

"It is evident, ...that the expulsion,
the destructionofhomes andtheuseof
plastic bullets...are contrary to the
FourthGenevaConvention", declared
the President of the ICRC on Israeli
radio. Nevertheless, he indicated, the
conditions ofaccess bythe ICRCdele
gates to the detainedPalestinians were
satisfactory on the whole. The main
purpose ofhis visit was the humanita
rian problems prevailing in the terri
tories occupied by Israel in the West
Bankand the Gaza Strip.
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APPEALS FOR LEBANON

With the increase in fighting a
series of multi million dollar ap
peals were launched by the various
components of the Red Cross and
Red CrescentMovement. The rea
son for a series of appeals was par
tially caused by the 14 years ofwar
and hardships that had placed the
Lebanese Red Cross into two dis
tinct operations.

One part is supported by the In
ternational Committee of the Red
Cross, the other requiring sup
plementary assistance from the
League. Together, the Lebanese
Red Cross is present across the na-

This time, however, widespread
random shelling has forced the res
cue teams to rely on their ears and in
tuition.

First aiders wearbright orange uni
forms with the Red Cross emblem
showing back and front. To protect
themselves from shrapnel they wear
helmets andbullet proofvests.

Since the beginning of the uphea
val inDecember 1987, 35,000Pales
tinians have been detained, for
various periods of time, by the mili
tary authorities, according to Israeli
sources. More than 6,000 are still
imprisoned.

One issue of grave concern dis
cussed with various Israeli officials
was the expulsion of residents of
these territories to areas outside Is
rael, such as Lebanon and Jordan.
As of the end ofJune, 56 individuals
had been expelled. This is in direct
violation ofArticle 49 of the Fourth
Geneva Convention, which stipu
lates that individual ormass forcible
transfers from occupied territories
are prohibited, regardless of their
motive.

The President started his mission
by a visit to the Yad Vashem memo-

tion, with 25 regional committees,
42 clinics and four blood banks.

The League's Lebanon appealwas
for the provision ofmedical supplies,
milk, electric generators and opera
tional funding for the National So
ciety. The ICRC's appeal was for
emergency assistance for 100,000
newly displaced families in southern
Lebanon. Monies continue to be
pledgedby governments andNational
Societies. The final amounts needed
will be determined by the intensified
fighting. Peace is theultimate solution
to the escalating appeals.

• AnnNaef

The combination of intuition,
superb training and good equipment
has worked well. No first aiders
have been killed or wounded in the
last two months ofrescuemissions.

• MarilynRASCHKA
ChicagoTribune

ICRCPresident Cornelio Sommaruga
meeting with IsraeliPrimeMinister
YitshakShamir.

rial where he deposited a wreath
in the name oftheICRC in memory
of the victims of the Holocaust. He
also accepted an invitation to visit
with officials of the Magen David
Adorn (Red Shield of David) where
he had an extensive exchange of
views with the President and other
leaders of the organization. Presi
dent Sommaruga also paid a visit to
theWest Bankwhere he met various
Palestinian leaders.
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SENEGAL & MAURITANIA

EthnicUnrest Creates Havoc

Refugees arriving in Senegal are met by
Senegalese RedCross.
relatives left destitute by the disturb
ances. Similarly inMauritaniamany
returnees, who first went to relatives
who cannot afford to keep them for
long, are now becoming residents of
the refugee camps.

In both countries, teams of volun
teers, Red Cross/Red Crescent
Youth and reliefworkers are provid
ing non-stop service in the camps;
giving first aid, vaccinating new arri
vals, handing out relief supplies and
preparing meals. "We try to cheer
people up so that they just don't sit
down passively and wait to be
helped", advises Roger Fall, head of
Camp "Leclerc" in Dakar. "We get
relays of women every day to do the
cooking and distribution of water,
under the guidance ofour reliefwor
kers."

Care is taken to inform all new ar
rivals of the services available to
them. "Every evening we tell people
about the Central Tracing Agency
and give them advice on hygiene",
says Ahmen Sallem ould Mohame
dou, head ofthe camp at the Olympic
Stadium inNouakchott.

Unfortunately, the disturbances in
Senegal andMauritaniapoint out the
tragic human cost of ethnic violence.
But on the plus side, the response of
the Red Cross and Red Crescent
underscores an ongoing commit
ment to the ideal of"relievinghuman
suffering impartially and without
discrimination."

• Francoise Bory
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MauritanianRed
Crescent volunteers
help draw waterfor
returneesfrom
Senegal.

is looking forward impatiently to his
holidays, butnot to have a rest. Since
the beginning of May he has spent
"only" three hours a day taking care
of Senegalese returnees and Mauri
tanian refugees. As soon as his holi
days start he will be able to spend all
his time and energy on the relief
operation.
These two cases are not excep

tional; in Senegal and Mauritania
alike, the extraordinary devotion and
enthusiasm of teams from both Na
tional Societies have enabled the
emergency operation to start up
promptly and efficiently in both
countries. Their efforts have helped
restore courage and hope to those
who experienced the tragic events of
April andMay.

The situation unfortunately re
mains difficult. More than 150,000
people have been airlifted to the
safety of their homeland. As a result
there is hardly a family in Senegal or
Mauritania thathas not been affected
by the disturbances. Just about every
family has poured out both love and
money.
As BabacarYoum, the Senegalese

Red Cross Society's Director of In
formation andDissemination, points
out: "The family spirit is applied very
generously in Africa... even a distant
relative, or someone who is not a
relative at all, but only a friend, is al
ways welcomedwith open arms".
This generosity and hospitality is

now causing great difficulties for
Senegalese families, many of them
large and poor, who have taken in

Since the end ofApril, ethnic dis
turbances in the neighbouring coun
tries ofSenegal andMauritania have
affected hundreds of thousands of
people on both sides of the frontier.
The Senegalese Red Cross and the
Mauritanian Red Crescent Societies
have been working on an emergency
basis to provide assistance.

Supportfor this aid has comefrom
the world, funnelled through the
League and the ICRC. Additionally
the ICRC has some 15 delegates in
the field providing their mandated
protection activities, including the
tracing ofmissing persons, handling
of messages between dispersed
families and protecting vulnerable
groups. Francoise Bory reports
from West Africa:

Abdallah, a shopkeeper in Rosso,
Mauritania, is aRedCrescent volun
teer. He has spent a lot of his time
and money, taking part in the emer
gency operations helping Maurita
nians who have come back from
Senegal.
"I'm lucky enough not to be in

need myself, so I do what I can", he
says. That's putting it mildly. Ab
dallah has driven hundreds of kilo
meteres in his own Land Rover to
evacuate the sick and to deliver relief
supplies. Additionally, he has paid
the cost of drilling extra wells for a
camp in the Leceiba district, on the
Mauritanian border.

Alioune, a primary school
teacher in the Senegalese town of
St. Louis, has for the last few years
led the Red Cross Youth section. He



NEW REFUGEES

Ethnic Turks Exit Bulgaria

Above: Two to three thousandpeople a day
arrive by train, bus and carwith TurkishRed
Crescent information centres set up at major
arrival points .
Below: Threemeals adayareprovidedby the
Turkish Red Crescent to new arrivals in the
major camps along the border.

As the number of ethnic Turks
pouring across the border from

Bulgaria increased to the 100,000
mark, frantic efforts are being made
to settle these new "ethnic refugees"
into the economic and social life of
Turkey.

At present operational problems
are being kept in check by the sum
mer weather, which has permitted
the mushrooming of orderly tent
camps, and by the school holidays,
which have enabled the Turkish
Government to requisition 30,000
beds in dormitories for immediate,
but temporary use. Additionally
20,000 returnees have been able to
find refuge in the homes of relatives
already in Turkey.
From the beginning of the influx,

the Turkish Red Crescent opened

camps along the border. Services
provided include the traditional
food, shelter, medical and tracing, as
well as helping the new arrivals ad
just to their new environs.

Loudspeakers in acamp inKapikule
regularly crackled a message with
deep religious symbolism. "If your
child has been prevented from being
circumcised, report to the Red Cres
cent clinic and we will arrange it for
you as soon as possible."

Withinminutes scores ofmothers,
fathers and grandparents were hold
ing up young boys for the operation,
an essential part of theMuslim relig
ious ritual, which had not been
possible in Bulgaria.

"This is agreatmoment forour fam
ily", explained Mrs Dursen Dejebov,
whose four-year-old son, Shaban, let

the Turkish doctors know by his
piercing screams that he was not so
convinced.

During their journey from their
previous residences in Bulgaria to
the Turkish border, those needing
medical assistance were provided
help at the First Aid Stations of the
Bulgarian Red Cross.

Despite the initial euphoria of ar
riving safely, many refugees have
becomebewildered and depressed as
they face an uncertain future. Relief
officials are also concerned that as
the weather changes from its present
summer conditions, camp life will
become more difficult. Meanwhile
2,000 families a day continue to pour
over the border.

• RalphWright
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Representative
Humanitarian Gestures

Mali
Abolished death penalty and released
political detainees.
Yemen (Arab Rep)
Reduced sentences of 579 detainees.
Nicaragua
Pardoned three prisoners.
Afghanistan, Angola, Rwanda,
Senegal, Tanzania, Togo, United
Arab Emirates
Freed certain categories ofprisoners.
Algeria, Canada, Haiti,
Hungary,Spain
Announced plans to ratify or ratified
1977 Additional Protocols to the
Geneva Conventions.
Germany (Dem Rep)
Offered medical care for 85 wounded
from southern Africa/Middle East.
Finland, France, New Zealand
Increased refugee quotas .
Germany (Fed Rep)
Pledged to expand its assistance
in the field of emergency preven-
tion, during the forthcoming In-
ternational Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction .
U.S.A.
Contributed US$10 million to ICRC

as.I programmes in Afghanistan and the
Hom ofAfrica.
Australia
Contributed Aus$ 250,000 to ICRC
assistance in Lebanon .
Netherlands
Contributed 6.2 million florins to
ICRC operations in southern Sudan.
Madagascar
Raised 10 million Madagascan
Francs for the League.
United Kingdom
Contributed UK£2 million for relief
work in Sudan and medical assist-
ance in Kabul.
Indonesia- Launched plans for a nationwide

J
campaign to disseminate Red Cross
principles and international humani-
tarian law.
U.S.S.R.
Reaffirmed support for principles
and actions of the Red Cross and Red- Crescent.
Iceland
Contributed 5 million Icelandic Kro-
nur to International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement.

•i
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and additional financial support for
National Societies.

Ambassadors in Geneva individ
ually entered their countries state
ment of actions into the Golden
Book of Humanitarian Gestures.
Because of the number of actions
taken by governments, the ICRC and
League decided to extend the "Hu
manitarian Gesture" campaign until
22 August, the 125th anniversary of
the actual signing ofthe First Geneva
Convention.

It is the expressed hope of the
Movement that few blank pages
will remain and that most National
Societies will find in the Golden
Signing of Golden
BookbyAmbassador
D.E. NihaalRodrigo
ofSri Lanka. Secre
tary General Par
Stenback (League)
andPresident
ComelioSommaruga
(ICRC) observe.

Book a token of their Government's
support for its own work and that of
the Movement.

As expressed by President Corne
lio Sommaruga of the ICRC, on
World Red Cross and Red Crescent
Day, "The humanitarian gestures an
nounced will lead to others. They
will all encourage a climate of con
fidence, the mobilization necessary
to meet humanitarian emergencies
and the building of a more brotherly
just and peaceful world."

• Maurice Grabe

LgI I
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What's an appropriate birthday
gift for a 125 year old? Honours and
gold might be the answer. But when

Humanitarian Gestures Supported
by Governments Worldwide

the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement reached 125 there was
considerably more given.

In keeping with the stated goals of
the Movement, nations, in which
there is a National Red Cross or Red
Crescent Society, were asked by
their National Societies to mark the
125th anniversary with a special ef
fort... an effort to encourage the per
manent work of the Movement and
thereby help the plight of the under
privileged, the discouraged, the for
gotten.

This was a request to govern
ments, in the best tradition of Henry
Dunant, to make appropriate Hu
manitarian Gestures.

The results were remarkable. On
8 May 1989, World Red Cross and
Red Crescent Day, Humanitarian
Gestures were made by 49 govern
ments around the world including
the release of prisoners, the provid
ing offood for the starving, the ratifi
cation of the 1977 Protocols,
medical assistance for war victims,
support for blood collection pro
grammes, measures to reunite separ
ated families, increased refugee
quotas, measures to promote the
Movement's principles as well as the
dissemination of humanitarian law,

ilie
Gestures included an increase in refugee quotas and medical teamsfor Afghanistan .
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''VARNA 13 '' AWARDS
Fornine days, the Thirteenth Inter

national Festival of Red Cross
Health Films held centre stage in the
Black Sea resort city of Varna, Bul
garia. The 332 entries submitted
from 55 countries worldwide were

viewed and critiqued. Viewings
were sometimes followed with hea
ted debates, by both members of the
juries and the general public. On 4
June, before an audience of 900 in
Varna's Festival Hall, the winners
were announced and presented with
their awards.

Among the main prizes were: The
Golden Ship Grand Prix ofthe Presi
dent of the Bulgarian Red Cross for
the best short and medium length
Red Cross and health film went to
"ARIGATO: SHOHICHI, THANK
YOU FOR BEING OUR SON" by
Masayoshu Makai of Japan. It tells
the story of a family's efforts to pro
long the life of the a son suffering
from an incurable disease.

Michele Mercier of the ICRC receives
League Grand Prixfrom President
Villarroel
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The League's Grand Prix for the
best Red Cross film went to "THE
STORYOFOMAR KHAN" by Ed
ward Winiger, ICRC, Geneva.
Through the experiences of a young
boy disabled in the Afghanistan war,
the serious consequences for the
whole nation are shown.

The Gold Medal went to "A
MEMORY OF JULIA VREV
SKAYA" by Stoyan Enev, Bulgaria.
The filmgives apoetic impression of
Baroness Julia Vreskaya who was a
Red Cross nurse during the Russo
TurkishWar of 1877-78.

The Feature Films Grand Prix
went to "SALAAM BOMBAY" by
Miry Nair oflndia. It gives a portrait
of life in the slums of a large city and
a boy's burning desire for life. The
League's GrandPrix for the best film
with humanitarian character went to
"THE ANIMATED FOREST" by
Jose Luis Cuerda, Spain. The film
portrays human relationships in a
Spanish village during the 1930s.

The Television Grand Prix went
to "MURDER OR MERCY: FIVE
AMERICAN FAMILIES" by Terry
Dunn Meurer, USA. It reveals the
story of five families who are faced
with the difficult decision ofwhether
or not to help the person they love to
die with dignity or to continue to live
in comatose conditions.

The World Health Organization's
Special Prize for the best film on

Golden Ship Grand Prix ofthe President of
the Bulgarian Red Cross went to Japan

Final News Conference attended by
Pres MarioVillarroel (League), Festival
Director AlexanderMarinov, Pres Dr Kiri!
Jgnatov (BRC), and Former Pres Alexandre
Hay(ICRC).

Communication and Health and the
CIDALC "Leonide Moguy" Prize
(International Committee for the
Dissemination of Art and Literature
through Cinema) on the theme
Health and Nature both went to
"TADPOLE AND THE WHALE"
by Jean-Claude Lord, Canada. it
portrays the still possible harmony
betweenman and nature and the love
between a 12 year old girl, a dolphin
and a whale. The WHO Prize for the
best film on AIDS went to "NO
BLAME" by Daniele Suissa, Cana
da. The filmraises serious social and
ethical problems about the attitude of
relatives and society to the sero-posi
tive carriers ofAIDS.

The FIPRESCI Prize (Interna
tional Federation of Cinema Press)
went to "I, THE COUNTESS" by
Peter Topzlatev, Bulgaria, for the
original approach to the theme of
drug abuse, and for the best actress
Svetlana Yantcheva.
In his address at the Closing Cere

mony, League President Mario Vil
larroel observed, "What is special
about Varna is that here, for a few
days, all countries and continents
come together in an atmosphere
which is absolutely unique. The
motto of the Festival sums it up very
well - "Through Humanity to Peace
and Friendship".

• Clarissa Starey
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COMMUNICATIONS:

WhoWe Are, WhatWe Do, AndWhy
In 1987 in Rio de Janeiro, the

Council of Delegates, repre
senting all parts of the Move
ment, voted unanimously to
commission a Report on Red
Cross andRed Crescent Informa
tion Policy for consideration at
its next meeting in October 1989.

Participants ofthe 2nd International Communications Workshop meeting in Varna,
Bulgaria in June, discussing the "Identity Programme" with members ofthe International
Communications Group

Members ofthe International Communications Group during a break in their June meeting
in Varna, Bulgaria, wave theflag infront ofFestival Hall. (L to R) Edilberto AngcoPhilip
ines; Henry Wahinya, Kenya; Badredine Ben Saoud, Morocco; AlainModoux, ICRC; Mi
chele Mercier, ICRC; George Reid, League; Encho Gospodinov, Bulgaria; Bud Good, USA;
Juan Lorenzo Mudarra, Spain; RolfHerzbach,Germany (Fed Rep); Maurice Graber, ICRC;
Missing- Zandra Arevalo, Colombia
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would have today grown into
the world's largest humanita
rian organisation.

Dunant's success was not just as a
man of action, but also as a com
municator.

He had a clear message -the
protection of the wounded and those
who care for them. He knew his tar
get groups - the kings and princes of
Europe who could turn his idea into
reality. He had his channel of com
munications - his seminal book,
"Memory of Solferino".

Andhehad aglobal strategy ofdis
semination and promotion, leading to
the First GenevaConvention of 1864.

125 years later Dunant's Move
ment has proliferated in all direc
tions. It faces growing competition
from ahost of younger humanitarian
organisations. And it does so in a
world which is being "shrunk" by
rapid economic, political and tech
nological change.

In order to strengthen the ability of
the Red Cross and Red Crescent to
carry out its work - in support of
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If Henry Dunant had simply
concerned himself with taking

care of the wounded from the Battle
of Solferino, it is doubtful whether
the Red Cross and Red Crescent
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In thefirst oftwo articles, George
REID describes the research work
done by this International Com
munications Group (!CG or
"Group") on the various factors
which will condition how the Red
Cross and Red Crescent is viewed
over the next decade.

Noting the "solidarity of
image" between the various com
ponents of the Movement, the
Council asked a group of com
munications specialists from the
ICRC, League and National So
cieties "to explore new and more
systematic ways of promoting
public awareness of the Move
ment as a whole rather than of its
individual parts" .



operations, fundraising, and the dis
semination ofits humanitarianmess
age - the "Group" commissioned
research on perceptions of who we
are, what we stand for and what we
do for people in need.

Among those contributing to the
following findings were experts
from the World Bank, universities,
international think tanks, social mar
keting and public relations agencies,
advertising agencies including Saat
chi and Saatchi, and comments from
over 80 National Societies.

External Factors:
The "Group" first considered ex

ternal factors which effect not only
the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, but all institutions and
individuals in this world.

Global Interdependence: As
political, economic and communica
tions factors shrink the globe, it will
be increasingly difficult to separate
national from international interests.
The Movement must reach across
boundaries through its active net
work of Societies whose humanita
rian principles are respected by all.

Population Changes: The in
crease in population and decrease in

sustainable resources will mean
greater demand for relief assistance
by the Movement, and increased
communication about its role, pur
poses and needs.

Quality of Life: The decrease in
per capita income and food intake
will continue in large parts of the
RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT MAY-AUGUST 1989

world, demanding increased inter
vention by the Movement.

Social Welfare: The decline in
the extended family will place more
children and old people at risk. The
Movement will have to fill gaps, and

"It is importantfor the world
to know that The International
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement is dedicated to 'Pro
tecting Human Life Worldwide'
and thereby promotes lasting
peace".

Edilberto Angco, Philippines

in particular give special assistance
to women.

The Environment: With
'natural' disasters on the in
crease, the Movement's emer
gency response must be more
closely linked with preventative
programmes, capacity building
and education.

The Need for Development: in
creased pressure will be put on Red

"We need to communicate a
common identity to both those
who need help and those who
give us the resources to help".

Bud Good, USA

Cross and Red Crescent Societies in
the developing world to provide ser
vices appropriate to the needs of
their peoles. The Movement will
need to engage in a sustained transfer
of resources to developing National
Societies, in order to support well
founded activities which contribute
to the development of their country.

Decentralisation_;_ As the man
agement of people's lives shifts to
local and regional level, the Move
ment should do more at grassroots
level to help people to help them
selves.

Conflict Resolution: With grow
ing consensus that war is no longer a
viable alternative in the resolution of
differences, there is increased oppor
tunity for the Movement to promote
an international environment in
which peace can take place.

Nature of Conflict: Active
armed conflict will increasingly be
not between states but between
ethnic/religious groups. This will
create greater demand for the Move
ment's services and put pressure on
the concept of neutrality.

Competition: The proliferation
of humanitarian organisations will
continue, with competition for
human and financial resources. The
Movement must clarify its identity
and preserve its unique position in
serving the people of the world.

Human Resources: With in
creased skills and changing so
cietal roles for women and youth,
the Movement must increase
its resource base, particularly in
the developing countries.

Communications Revolution:
The supply of information will grow
at an extraordinary rate, necessitat
ing improved communications tech
nology for the Movement both in
emergency response and to generate
effective messages if it is to be seen
and heard.
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Internal Factors:
The Group then considered vari

ous internal factors which influence
perceptions oftheMovement, and its
ability to meet challenges. Some of
these are strengths:

The sheer size of the network of
National. Societies adds up to a
global relief force. The Move
ment has the organisation and
manpower to act anywhere in
the world.

The Geneva Conventions and
national legislation provide a
legal basis for the Movement to
act decisively.

The Movement has the solid
credentials ofa 125-yearhistory.

*

k

The Fundamental Principles
form a unifying constitution and
series of shared values for all
parts of theMovement.

The symbols are known every
where.

k

k

ous imbalances in resources
available to National Societies.

A large sample of the general
public think the Red Cross and
Red Crescent is a government

"In a changing worldwith in
creased demands or assistance,
the Movement must increase its
resource base, particularly in
developing countries" .

Henry Wahinya, Kenya

agency, or a department of the
United Nations or a Swiss or
ganisation.

In developed Societies, mem
bership is "greying" with many
over 50. In developing So
cieties, the reverse is the case.

While the Movement is consist
ently ranked top in reply to the
question, "which charitable organi
sation is doing the best job?", it
does NOT come top in reply to the
question, "which charitable organi-

sation do you feel most committed
to?". NOR to the question, "which
organisation do you give the most
moneyto?"

The inescapable conclusion is:
"The Red Cross is doing fine. They
don't needme".

But other internal factors were
seen as weaknesses:

"We need to remember it is
precisely because the Red Cross
and Red Crescent is one of the
world's best known symbol and
brand name that it risks being
takenfor granted"" .

The accumulative effect of these
Internal Factors was perhaps best
summed up in a observation by Saat
chi and Saatchi advertising, in what
they called "TheWallpaper Effect":

"It is precisely because the Red
Cross and Red Crescent is one of the
world's best known symbol(s) and
'brand name(s)' that it risks being
taken for granted".

An Identity Programme:
The Group then startedwork, with

the help of a special task force, on an
Identity Programme aimed at streng
thening support for the Movement
and its work. Its purpose is "to pro
vide a foundation for what we say
and the way we say it". It builds on
the unique strengths ofthe RedCross
and Red Crescent - the universally
recognised symbols, the common
mandate transcending cultures and
boundaries, the 125 years of action,
the global service delivery network,
and the ability to work anywhere in
the world.

The Proposal for an Identity State
ment (see next page) is the basic re
sponse to who we are, what we do,
and why.

Throughout its work, the "Group"
has carried out detailed surveys on
the main channels to implement a
global communications strategy.
The plan now being developed, for
presentation to the Council of Dele-
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Despite the need for fresh blood,
people are not canvassed vigor
ouslyenough tobecomemembers.

RolfHerzbach, Germany (FedRep)

*

It is hard for the Movement to
present a focused image whenits
structure is so complex.

It is hard to present a consistent
image when target groups are so
diverse.

It is hard to deliver a consistent
service (in line with a consistent
identity) so long as there are seri-
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gates, will clearly identify target
groups (governments, opinion-for
mers, general public, volunteers, do
nors, recipients) and specific
messages adressed to them. It should

help bring the Movement more
sharply into focus and provide a
strategic basis, as well as practical
means, for the implementation ofna
tional and local campaigning.

The second article in this series
will cover the practical aspects of
implementing an Information Policy
for theMovement •

PROPOSALFOR
AN IDENTITY STATEMENT

The International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement is dedicated to protecting human life
worldwide, thereby promoting lasting peace. The
250 million people of theMovement help those hurt
by armed conflict, natural disasters and other human
tragedies. Victims around the world have come to
trust the people of the Movement to be there to pro
vide essential humanitarian services.

The people oftheMovementhelp anyone inneed,
based only on need. No regard is paid to political,
racial, religious, or ideological differences. No
point of view or person is favoured over another.
Neither influence norpressuremust alter these facts,

Red Cross and Red Crescent people protect life
and alleviate suffering through the International
Committee of the Red Cross, the League of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, or the Red Cross
orRed Crescent Society in their own country. These
organizations form a lasting and evolving Move
ment, grounded in humanitarian principles and rec
ognized by international law and custom. This
unique network has spanned generations, linking
people around the world who share a commitment to
prevent and ease suffering, and a readiness to protect
human life - no matter whose, no matter where, no
matter when.

But the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement is more than a philosophy,
a treaty, or an historical institution. It is the em
bodiment of a worldwide belief that human life
is worthy of respect and protection from the

ravages of man and nature. It is a belief that is made
real every day by the actions of skilled and trained
people who are motivated by a deep personal desire
to help others without regard for their own material
gain.

Members of the Movement come to the aid of
people who are caught in the violence of armed con
flicts andother emergencies by providing supplies to
sustain life, visiting prisoners ofwar and other detai
nees, helping people communicate with loved ones,
and reuniting families.

Red Cross and Red Crescent members help
people to prepare for, recover from, and, if possible,
prevent the effects of hurricanes, floods, fires,
drought, or other disasters that threaten individuals
or communities.

They help people prevent and handle emergen
cies through social service programs and by teach
ing life-saving and health skills. And, where needed
and possible, they save millions of lives by provid
ing a reliable supply ofblood.

Recognising the need for such services world
wide, theMovement is committed to a transfer ofre
sources to developing National Societies - helping
them to help themselves with well-founded acti
vities which contribute to the development of their
country.

The financial support of individuals, corpora
tions, and governments make this work possible.

The International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement

"Protecting Human Life Worldwide"
Prepared by the International Communications Group- June 1989
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Mozambique - Donating blood.

GreatBritain - Assisting ambulance corps.
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Ethiopia -Treeplanting.
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Philippines - Teaching FirstAid.

El Salvador - Transporting the injured.

f. I
Jamaica - Caringfor Infants. Switzerland - Helping the handicapped. Nepal -Caringfor the injured.

COVER STORY

PASSPORT FOR A HUMANITARIAN
FUTURE

"The Red Cross andRed Crescent
Movement belongs to no one person.
It belongs to all those who believe in
it. And young people around the
world believe in it."

These provocative words spoken
by JoannaMacLean, Head of the

League's Youth Department, re
sounded like a trumpet in the large
room in Castiglione, Italy, in which
young leaders fromvarious National
Societies had come together to pre
pare for Supercamp '89.

The Movement and the world must
be shown thatRed Cross/Red Crescent
Youth are not just kids that are good at
18

helping the elderly at pedestrian
crossings or playing the guitar
around a campfire", MacLean ex-
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SUPERCAMP 89

plained. "They are in the line of fire
alongside their elders; they take
risks; and they are just as involved in
National Society activities as their
elders...perhaps even more so than
some."
Listening to the comments of the

youth assembled, one is struck with
their intense desire for more con
sideration. As hard working mem
bers, they object to being treated as
"outsiders" by the largest humanita
rian Movement of the world. Often
they object to not being heard and
sometimes even being denied the
right to speak. It is time to stop
being treated as marionettes; now is
the time for youth to help pull the
strings as well.
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China - Providing FirstAid.

Malaysia - Tracing services in a refugee camp. Cape Verde - Making friendship boxes.

•
A

Colombia - Getting aidfor street kids.

Lebanon - Evacuating the wounded.

Historically, there has always
been an ambivalence about youth ac
tivities. Their energy and service is
greatly needed on all levels of oper
ations. But in aMovement carefully
governed by the Geneva Conven
tions conferences, elder statesmen,
and long standing policies and pro
ceedures, youthful suggestions are
not often adopted. Undaunted
though, each generation of youth
raises for the Movement a number of
old and new questions.

"The Youth Sector," confessed
Tarkan Resuloglui, member of the
TurkishRedCrescentYouth, "is well
considered within our National So
ciety, butmore could be done". "Red
Cross Youth is not really taken seri
ously in our country", lamented Syl
vie Allix who heads the youth sector
of the French Red Cross. "In Leba
non, the young volunteers are in the
line offire and are very active in first
aid activities", said Nathalie Che
kaibe of the Lebanese Red Cross.
"And they just don't play war; they
live it."

(continued onpage 22)
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TheBattle ofSolferino has been
heralded as the beginning of the
Red Cross. But in actuality, with
the battle over, the wounded were
packed into every available build
ing in the surrounding villages.

Soldiers' skeletal remains in the
Ossario of Solferino .

There were nine thousand
wounded in the village of Casti-

glione, (a few kilometres from the
edge of battlefield) where Henry
Dunant worked among the
wounded and the dying. By sheer
leadership and personal example,
he organised a team of three hun
dred volunteers to help him.

The centerfold picture (turn
page) is a scene from the 1948 mo
tion picture of Dunant's story,
"The Man inWhite", filmed in the
Chiesa Maggiore Church in
Castiglione.
For the residents ofCastiglione,

the military battle for territory was
fought in and around Solferino, but
the humanitarian battle to save
lives was centred in Castiglione.

Interesting pictures, artifacts
and remains of the battle may be
viewed today in Solferino. But for
Red Cross artifacts, one should
visit the Red Cross International
Museum in Castiglione.

• RalphWright
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HENRY DUNANT

PROTECTING HUMAN LIFE
Castiglione, Italy -1859
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Supercamp is the unique event,
running I-14 September, which will
provide a platform for young people
from over 130 countries to compare
their experiences, show what Red
Cross/Red Crescent Youth are doing
world wide and discuss the issues
facing both the Movement and the
world today.

In Colombia, for example, Red
Cross Youth help take care of aban
doned children in the streets of Bo
gota. InEl Salvador, youthworkunder
fire in providing first aid and assisted
considerably in the shelters set up fol
lowing the devastating earthquake. In
Sudan, Red Crescent Youth distribute
foodstuffs to the thousands of starv
ing, war-weary refugees fleeing the
conflict zones ofthe southandcongre
gating in great numbers in the shanty
towns aroundKhartoum.

In Sweden, youth answer the
calls of distress from adolescents
on the verge of committing suicide.
In Malaysia, youth members give
hundreds of work hours to the So
ciety's tracing service, helping re
unite families of Southeast Asia.

War, drugs,AIDS, hunger, malnu
trition and disease are the daily real
itites for the young people of the
Movement. There is much to be dis
cussed at Supercamp.

As a break from the hard realities
of providing Red Cross/Red Cres
cent services, Supercamp will pro
vide the 600 plus youth attending a
rare opportunity. They will be able to
express frustrations, share the cares
and joys of being a part of the Red
Cross/Red Crescent family, discuss
common concerns, and work on a set
of recommendations to be shared
with theMovement.

Though such recommendations
may create anxiety for some, there is no
doubt the young people are committed
to the seven Principles of the Move
ment. "And that is vital", adds Mac
Lean. "For ten days, on the battlefield
where the Red Cross started, they will
work together to demonstrate, in their
own way, their commitment to the
theme 'Principles inAction'. And then
by special trainacross theAlps toGene
va where they will visit and interact
with theMovement's Genevabasedin
stitutions. On arrival, they will read a
special message in the Movement's
four official languages in front of the
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Red Cross and Red Crescent
Youth is currently one of the
world's largest youth organisations
with its 90 million members, yet it
has difficulty in satisfying the
needs, interests and ambitions of the
young people of today. This was
evident at the recent IX European
RegionalMeeting ofRedCross/Red
CrescentYouthDirectors.

TheBritishRedCross stated in a
memorandum: "it is significant
that the Red Cross image has al
tered little in the last 40 years,
whereas the attitudes, styles and
expectations of the 15-25 year age
group have changed dramatically
in the same period."

The Alliance of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies of the
USSR stated that "the Soviet RCY
Movement will gain more... if we
succeed in creating the specific
conditions under which the young
RC members can voice their con
cerns, participate both at the ex
ecutive and implementation levels,
can perform actively, on their own
initiative; thus becoming the active
bearers of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent ideal... the subject - not
merely the object, as theyusedtobe,
oftheRedCross/RedCrescent care".

Events taking place in the world
today show that there is enormous
potential for a youth organisation

United Nations. What a symbol of
the vitality of youth in this world!"

What will be the message? The
suspense is complete. The elder
statesmen of the Movement will not
be writing this message. It will be
written by the youth attending
Supercamp. It will deal with the is
sues youth feel are important today.
What will it recommend? We all
must wait and see.

Supercamp '89 is also the closing
event of the celebrations ofthe 125th
anniversary of the founding of the
Red Cross and Red Crescent Move
ment. It is fitting that it will be a
youthful event. Therefore, it will not
be a final event, but a renewing

such as the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Youth - concentrating as
it does on the essential humanita
rian questions of survival, andwith
its ability to take an overall view
and its freedom from political and
religious ties - to develop into a dy
namic and attractive alternative for
the youth of today.

The Red Cross and the Red
Crescent must on a national basis
develop a youth organisation
where young people themselves
decide on and take responsibility
for their own activities. Their role
and their status within theNational
Societies must be moulded in ac
cordance with their competence,
interests and sense of responsi
bility.

It is our most definite opinion
that the Red Cross and the Red
Crescent has great opportunities of
reaching out to young people dur
ing the 1990's. There is a climate
prevailingwhich is receptive tohu
manitarian issues. We must not
miss this opportunity. Wemust not
hesitate to make changes, nor to
keep in step with the times. Action
- not words! Don't be afraid of
youth!

Christer Johansson
Chairman
Swedish Red Cross Youth.

event. It will challenge the 250
million Red Cross and Red Cres
cent members worldwide to
greater and better services in the
name of humanity.

Thus the message of the youth
from Supercamp will not stop with
its reading in Geneva. Whether the
message is good or bad, critical or
moderate, controversial or concilia
tory, it will be taken into consider
ation by various bodies of the
Movement. In short those attending
Supercamp will be providing an es
sential passport for the future of the
Movement.

• Damien Personnaz

RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT MAY-AUGUST 1989

LETTER

WHO'S AFRAID OF YOUTH?



SPECIAL REPORT

Magen David Adorn
in Israel

166 national governments have
signed the Geneva Conventions.
Upon signing the Conventions, a
government agrees to theformation
ofa Red Cross or Red Crescent Na
tional Society. The creation ofsuch a
NationalSociety is notautomatic but
must meet 10 standards which are
contained within the Statutes of the
Movement.

To date 148 National Societies
have beenformed and recognized as
meeting these standards. National
Societies that have not met all the
standards are normally called Na
tional Societies in Formation.

The International Committee of
the Red Cross is given the responsi
bility by the Conventions to recog
nize new National Societies after
ascertaining they have met the 10
standards. The ICRC acts only as a
notary in such recognition matters
and does not have the power to

LeviAviatal, Kiryat ShemonaMDA station
manager communicates with staffin the
field.
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change or amend the standards.
Such changes can only be made by
the signatory governments, meeting
as awhole, in an international diplo
matic conference.

Membership in the League ofRed
Cross andRed Crescent Societies is
first determined by the Executive
Council of the League and then ap
proved by the General Assembly,
after receiving notificationfrom the
ICRC that a new National Society
has met the required standards.
Until a developing National Society
completes theseprocedures itmay be
given observer status in various
League meetings.

One nation which has signed the
Geneva Conventions of 1949 but
does not have a recognizedNational
Society, is Israel. Because of the Is
raeli's stated position of not using
one of the emblems identified in the
Geneva Conventions (presently two
being used, the Red Cross or Red
Crescent), the Magen David Adorn
Society (Red Star ofDavid Society)
has not been recognized.

Despite their non recognition, re
lations and cooperation between the
MDA and the ICRC, the League and
variousNational Societies are good.
The MDA has attended numerous
Movement meetings as observers.
This 'defacto' cooperation has been
particularly necessary because of
the need to assist the victims of
armed conflicts that have occurred
in the Middle East over the pastfew
decades.

Against the background ofevents
currently taking place in the Middle
East, and inparticular the area com
prising Lebanon, Israel, Jordan and
the Occupied Territories, Canadian
journalist Linda CAHILL reports on
the work ofMDA.

Kiryat Shemona (Northern Israel
along the Lebanese Border) - Si

rens screaming, the familiar white
ambulances races to the scene of the
tragedy. Six men are dead, 14 inju
red. Drivers and volunteers pour out
of the vans to succour the wounded.
It could be any of the 148 countries
around the world where the Red
Cross and Red Crescent save
lives.But the ambulances with their
redmarkings are Israel's Magen Da
vid Adorn (Red Star of David), and
the victims are soldiers.

On good days, Kiryat Shemona's
Magen David Adorn (MDA) clinic,
like the 44 other stations around
Israel, is simply the front line of
health care for this small country,
says clinic directorLevi Avital. Nor
mally only 10 per cent of its patients
are soldiers, 25 per cent Israeli Druze
villagers and 10 per cent Lebanese.
The rest are local Israelis.

But on bad days like that Decem
ber 1987 morning when an attack
from the nearby Lebanese border
caused 20 casualties, Avital's staff is
on battle alert and extremely busy.
When the emergency is over, then
Avital can relax a bit andwait for one
of the more usual calls he gets, from
women in labour, traffic accidents or
injured workers.
Like the rest of Magen David's

900 staff and 4,000 trained volun
teers, Avital's people are ready for
any type of first aid casualty from
bombings to drownings and heart at
tacks.

AllMDAstaffandvolunteers take
a 44-hour first aid course. Ambul
ance drivers also take a special
course on how to report an accident,
which injured person to treat first
and how to treat more than one in
jured person at a time.
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Dr. Talat Srour, Kiryat Shemona clinic with
Rolni Reish, 10 who got dehydrated on hike.

Volunteers find the work reward
ing. MDA's official spokesman
Moshe Dayan, "no I'mnot related to
the general", he laughs, takes time
out from his communications busi
ness to admit that he too, has taken
the 44-hour first aid course. He even
admits he once helped four people
injured in a road accident on the way
to Kiryat Shemona.

"It's like a disease, Magen David,
you get hooked on helping people",
he says.

"Ouryoung volunteers give their
time after school. Other people
start out as volunteers at night and

then stay on as staff drivers or para
medics".

The volunteers give first aid on the
scene, answer calls at the station and
do community out-reach work with
the elderly. Sidis Rahamim's wor
kers at Akko station monitor a spe
cial radio hook-up for 3 8 senior
citizens. If an elderly person falls or
has a heart attack or hears someone
breaking into the apartment, he or
she can just press a button and be in
contact for help.

Dayan is also concerned that these
volunteers are recognized for their
contribution. "You know a guy has a
heart attack. One ofour drivers races
to pick him up, gets his heart going
and takes him to intensive care.
When the guy wakes up he doesn't
remember who helped him.

"When he's better he puts an ad in
the paper thanking his doctors, he
sends flowers to the nurses, but its
Magen David that gave him the gift
of life. I think people should know
that".

MagenDavid Adorn was founded
in 1930 as the Israeli equivalent of
the Red Cross or Red Crescent. It
had one rickety home-made van and
a band of determined volunteers.
When the State of Israel was created
in 1948, it incorporated the volunteer
MDA into its planning. The 1950
laws governing the corporation,
order it to provide first aid and blood
bank services in Israel, as the Red
Cross and Red Crescent do in other
countries.

Today it also cooperates with Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies
throughout the world in blood bank
exchanges and in relief efforts. A 45
member Magen David team took
blood, drugs and medical supplies
and joined with Soviet Red Cross
workers in theDecember earthquake
relief project in Armenia.

During the last 10 years Magen
David also organized famine relief
shipments forAfricannations as well
as medical supplies, clothing tents,
and blankets for disaster areas in
Italy, Nepal, Bolivia, Haiti, Ecuador
and Thailand.
"Our relationship with the Red

Cross is overshadowed by the fact
that we are not accepted as a full
member", says MDA president
Arieh Harell, 78.

Prof. Harell, an endocrinologist
and former ambassador to the
U.S.S.R., attended the 1949 Geneva
Convention. He rejects the argu
ment that MDA cannot be a full Na
tional Society member since they
refuse to use either the cross or the
crescent.

"We are perfectly aware that a
multitude of protective signs would
lead to none being protective and
there should be a limited number of
such signs. But the two recognized
ones have extremely clear-cut relig
ious identity in our towns."

Harell believes Israel would be
willing to consider replacing the
Magen David with a neutral design
if that would allow for recognition.
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Shipment ofO+ Blood being loadedfor airshipment
toArmenia to help earthquake victims.
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DeborahBen-Porath, MSC, checks newly
arrived blood.
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Jerusalem ambulance
stoned earlier this year.
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MDA

groups. ButwhileMDAofficials see
the course as an assistance they offer
the Red Crescent drivers, Izzidin
Aryan, Secretary General of the
Central Committee of the Red Cres
cent of the West Bank and Gaza, in
dicated his drivers only take the
course because it is required for
licensure by the Israeli authorities.

Aryan says he is unaware ofMDA
ambulances being stoned. "They
shouldnot be stoned. We don't agree
with that. It's a humanitarian activ
ity and should be protected all
around the world."

Meanwhile, back in Kiryat She
mona, as well as in many other sta
tions it has been a peaceful day. Dr.
Talat Srour, the Israeli Arab doctor
working the Kiryat Shemona clinic
has seen nothing more serious than
fourboys on a school hike complain
ing of vomiting and dizziness from
dehydration.

But attending to people's small
complaints is an important part of
maintaining health care. And for the
victims caught in the conflict, a
peaceful day is as much a gift, as
"manna" from heaven.

Linda Cahill
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Michael Freidin

FirstMDA ambulance.

Magen David ambulances enter
ing the territories to transport Israelis
and Arabs to hospitals in Jerusalem
have been stoned. Likewise there
have been reported incidents of both
ICRC andRed Crescent ambulances
and vehicles being shot at while on
rescue mission.

"It is a terrible situation", states
Vigolek. "Before there was respect.
I get 4 to 5 calls a day from the terri
tories for an ambulance, not count
ing people who come in from
factories, building sites and road ac
cidents. Ifl have a call from Ramal
lah for a patient who has to be
transferred immediate!y to Hadas
sah I don't ask questions, I send an
ambulance.
"I have Jewish, Christian and

Muslim volunteers. If I have a call
for a traffic accident in Abu Dis, I
send an ambulance. Now every am
bulance that goes out is in danger".

Unfortunately the formal links
betweenMDAand the Red Crescent
of the West Bank and Gaza that
might have maintained some respect
for the ambulances are rather weak.

Both sides agree that MDA's am
bulance driver training course is the
main connection between the two

Prof. AriehHarell, President, Magen
David Adom

Within Israel, the MDA's main
problem is the usual one facing
health care organizations: a tight
budget.

Thanks to generous volunteers
and lively overseas fund-raising in
17 associations of friends of Magen
David, the MDA has 550 standard
ambulances and 39 Mobile-Intens
ive Care Unit vehicles. The gleam
ing newAkko station, a gift from the
French and Belgian supporters of
Magen David, gives an impression
ofprosperity.

But Magen David can't rely on
foreign donors for day to day expen
ses.
Its annual operating budget for

1988-89 is US$ 28,000,000. Half of
it comes from service charges for
clinic visits and ambulance transfers,
averaging between $25 - $50 each.
There is no charge for ambulance
pick-up or first aid treatment at the
scene of an accident. The govern
ment and local fund-raising provides
the rest.

The 18 month old Palestinian
"intifada", or uprising, has added to
the pressures on the Magen David
Adorn. The West Bank and Gaza
Strip are technically served by the
Red Crescent of the West Bank and
Gaza, and the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross. But
MDA's Jerusalem station manager,
Chaim Vigolek, says 10 per cent of
his calls are from Arab residents in
the territories. Now he worries
about sending his drivers there.
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NATIONAL SOCIETIES

Modern Fortress In The Gulf

Sheik Ali Bin .JabrAL-Thani
President ofQ.R.C.S.
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Drive along the Comiche in Qatar
and just before the Mu

seum...you'll see a tall white buil
ding standing alone on a slight rise in
the middle of the scrub land. On top
of the building two flags fly defiant
ly. One is the flag of the the State of
Qatar, the other, the flag of the Qatar
Red Crescent Society, for this is their
new headquarters building.

Approach the building from the
Corniche and the great beauty of the
simple classical lines together with
the contrasting Arabic scroll work
and crenellations become apparent.
The whole building is enclosed with
a black fence that emphasises the
startling contrast between the
flowering shrubs and plants, the
stark whiteness of the building and
the terra-cotta tiles that lead to the
entrance... a cluster oflslamic arches
richly embellished with ornate gyp
sum plaster work of a design which
takes us back centuries to the great
Islamic styles of the past. No matter
what the time of year, these arches
give the impressionofcoolness andcalm.
For Italian Architect Domencio

Negri, it was the shape of the land,
(which was donated by the Munici
pality), that suggest the shape of the
building itself and he competed
against several other well-known

They also run teaching courses for
girls in First-Aid, typing and secreta
rial skills in bothArabic andEnglish.
Sewing, cooking and the "Art of
Decoration" are also covered. Last,
but not least, is the Productive
Families Programme. This pro
gramme teaches women how crafts
made at home in their leisure time
can help to provide for their family
needs. The branch in fact arranges
the exhibitions and markets these
products on the women's behalf.The
hard core of extremely dedicated
Qatari women volunteers who run
the Women's Branch know very
well, that if you educate the women
oftoday, youwill reach out and touch
the generation of tomorrow.

All these activities and more are
hidden behind a facade of great
beauty and quiet elegance, and, if the
building looks like a fortress ...well,
why not? For that's precisely what it
is... a front line fortress, standing
proudly and defiantly in the war
against pain, hunger and depriva
tion, wherever it may be!

The interior of the building is in
stark contrast to the exterior; light
grey marble and natural wood com
bine to form a cool and quiet interior
of great simplicity. And it is in this
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architects to win the design for the
building. However, after he won the
design, he was asked if he could
make it look more classically
Arabic.

"Initially I thought I would have
to redesign the whole building, but
then I realized that I only had to
change the shape of the front arches
and make them Arabic in style and
decoration and crenelate the top of
the building.. .it really wasn't so dif
ficultto do."

Small wonder than that in 1988,
the Qatar Red Crescent Society
Headquarters Building was
presented with a richly deserved
award for the 'Best Architectural
Project' by theArab Cities Organisa
tion, and one of the most prestigious
awards in the Arab world.

The building is more than an ad
ministrative headquarters. It is also
used by the Womens' Branch of the
Qatar Red Crescent Society for their
social service programmes. They
organise courses in health education,
mother and child welfare pro
grammes, and special programmes
for the handicapped and the sick.
They study social problems arising
from the family and society and try to
resolve them.

Qatar Red Crescent's new headquarters

-«



Proving aid to Qatar handicaped

interior that the surprise element of
the building is hidden. For the entire
building is constructed around anen
closed courtyard, where a tall date
palm reigns majestic over green
shrubs and plant-filled window
boxes... an oasis of green beauty and
natural light along which all the cor
ridors run. So wherever you are in
the building, be it office or corridor,
natural light filters through the dark
ened glass windows.

On the ground floor are two ex
hibition halls. The left-hand one is
filled with anti-smoking posters,
many ofwhich have been painted by
children for the Society's Anti
Smoking Campaign. And this is
Campaign with a capital "C". How
successful has it been? Well, just ask
any child in a Qatari school between
the ages of six and twelve what
smoking does to you and they answer
without hesitation "It kills you!"

The exhibition hall on the right is
filled with empty trestle tables, and it
is here, when the alert goes out that
you'll find an army of youth volun
teers making up relief packs of do
nated food, clothing and blankets,
ready for despatch to Sudan, Ban
gladesh, Ethiopia or wherever they
are neededmost.

The first floor consists of a meet
ing/lecture hall with a fully equipped
projection room and translation fa
cilities; a well-used library; and a
lecture roomused for the teaching of
First-Aid.

The second floor contains admin
istrative offices and special facilities
for the handicapped. The Society
RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT MAY-AUGUST 1989

does a great deal for the handicapped
in Qatar. There is not a room or a
stage in the building that cannot be
accessedby thehandicapped. This is
in keeping with the Society's aim
that all handicapped people are to be
assimilated into the community.
Special excursions to various places
ofinterest are runonce aweek for the
handicapped children and adults
from Rumaillah Hospital. Addition
ally, the Qatar Red Crescent runs a
centre exclusively for the use of the
handicapped in Qatar who live at
home.

Attached to the complex is a phar
macy, where on the day that I visited
the Society, volunteers were busy
packing a shipment of drugs for
Bangladesh. There is also a clinic

First aid instruction at theHeadquarters

whichwill open shortly with adoctor
in attendance on a regular basis.

You will not find any fancy frills or
expensivedecorations in this comfort
able yet functionable building, for the
entire building including the furniture
cost only US$ 2,800,000. Without the
generosity andpatronage ofHisHigh
ness the Emir, Sheikh Khalifa bin
HamadAl-Thani, and theHeirAppar
ent, His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, the Society's Hon
orary President, together with the
generosity ofthe citizens ofQatar, this
magnificent building and indeed the
Society itself, would not exist.

It is this generosity that has en
abled the Society to donate almost
US$ 1,085,000 in 1988 to Red Cross
and Red Crescent relief work in
South America, Africa, the Middle
East and Asia, as well as to relief
agencies such as the United Nations
Relief Works Agency (UNRWA)
andmedical charities for third world
children.
And what of the future? Well, the

green light for the new Women's
Branch Building has been given.
The designs are off the drawing
board and construction will shortly
begin on aplot ofland adjacent to the
headquarters building. You can be
sure that Fortress Number Two will
also stand proudly and defiantly in
the war against pain, hunger and de
privation, wherever it may be!

• EileenKhoury
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Prize ofthe International Committee ofthe
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A. N. Mikula (USSR)

V.A. Afonin (USSR)
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Thai Shon (Vietnam)
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ChanMongHuan (Vietnam)

0 ne of the most inexpensive, yet
effective means of advertising

and promotion, is the use of posters.
A design showing the Red Cross and
Red Crescent symbols is immedi
ately recognisable anywhere in the
world.

The Alliance of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies of the USSR
sponsored in 1981 and 1985 an inter
national poster contest within the
National Societies of socialist coun
tries.

The first theme, "The Red Cross:
Health, Humanity, Peace", was con
tinued in both the second competi
tion held in 1985 and the upcoming
third competition being held this
year. The purpose of the contest is to
attract artists' attention to the acti
vities which illustrate the important
contribution of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies. These are the
protection of life and health; respect
for the individual; the prevention of
disease; and the promotion of health
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Veni Grigorova Kantardjieva (Bulgaria)

and social welfare, plus the efforts
made by National Societies to en
hance mutual understanding, friend
ship, cooperation and lasting peace
among nations.

9epe3 a/Ma#u3u
k Mupbin nepeaodopau

M.G. Maslyaeva (USSR)

SandrinoHernandezJoseAntonio (Cuba)

Nearly 500 posters were entered
in the last competition. Posters were
first judged by each participating
country on a national level. The na
tional winners were then submitted
to an international jury. Judging was
based on the originality of the artistic
concept, the level of artistic skill and
the artist's approach to the theme.

The third international poster
competition has been extended to in
clude all nations. Invitations were
jointly issued by the Alliance, the
League, and the ICRC. Graphic ar
tists should send their entries to their
National Societies, who will make
their selections by 1 September.
Final judging will take place inMos
cow by an international jury com
posed of representatives of the
International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement and of various
painters' and graphic artists' unions.

• Clarissa Starey
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INTERVIEW

Sir Crispin Tickell:
Global Human Tragedy Forseen

Sir Crispin Tickell, the British
Ambassador to the United Nations
recently gave the third annual Na
tional EnvironmentResearch Coun
cil Lecture at the Royal Society in
London. He gave an impassioned
account of the tragedy which faces
mankind if the world does not act
promptly to cope with the conse
quences ofglobal climate change.

Such changes would not only cre
ate a warmerplanet but in so doing
might cause a deepening of the
oceans, as well as increased
desertification. It couldalso create a
refugee crisis.

Sir Crispin gave RED CROSS,
RED CRESCENT his views regard
ing thispotential global emergency.

You speak ofthe prospect ofglobal
climatic changes. What leads you
to believe these will happen?

Scientists have established a rela
tionship between the quantity of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
and average global temperatures.
The effects of an increase, in what is
conventionally called "greenhouse
gases", remain a matter of dispute.
But the conventional, and I add con
servative wisdom, is that global
mean temperature will rise by be
tween 1.0 degree centigrade and 2.0
degrees centigrade by 2030, and by
more than another 0.5 degree centi
grade by 2050.

It is unlikely to rise by less, but it
could rise by much more. Already
the mean temperature of the earth
has risen by 0.5 degrees centigrade
over the last hundred years.
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That appears to be such a small
amount of increase. Why is there
so much concern?

This range of increases may seem
small, but so was the drop in global
mean temperature of around 4.0
centigrade which prevailed during
the last ice age.

It is expected that the temperature

"Few outside the industrial
worldhave the structure or resour
ces to manage a continuing crisis.
Such secondary effects as disorder,
terrorism, civil war, economic
breakdown or even bankruptcy,
could become endemic".

increase predicted would be suffi
cient to cause sea levels to rise by 24
38 ems in the next 60 years, though it
could be less and possibly more.
This could in tum cause a change in
weather patterns which would affect
different parts of the world in differ
entways. Such changes would cause
periods ofweather instability.

What are the consequences for hu
manity if such changes occurs?

As I said in my lecture, the last
period of warming showed a human
invasion of the areas liberated by the
ice: a good example is where we now
stand in Britain. But in a new and
more drastic period of warming,

there would be few places for people
to go. For other people are there al
ready. We have left ourselves no
room for manoeuvre.

Warming might release land for
settlement in what is now arctic tun
dra, but there is no imaginableway in
which populations living elsewhere
in areas of sudden environmental
stress could pick up their bags and

move. The barriers are up, and for
good reasons or bad most people al
ready find it harder thanever to leave
their place ofbirth.

It requires a leap of the imagin
ation to work out the numbers which
would be on the move in the event of
global warming in present estimates.
Aheavy concentration ofpeople is at
present in low lying coastal areas or
along the word's great river systems.
Nearly one-third of humanity lives
within 60 kilometres of a coastline.
A rise in mean sea level of only 25
ems would have substantial effects.
The industrial countries might be
able to construct new sea defences to
protect vulnerable areas, but even
they would have difficulty in coping
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Assistance to
Third World Human Rights

Groups

Norwegian Red Cross
Study Mo.1 - 1989

GROUPS (Norwegian Red Cross,
Study No.1 - 1989) reports on the
June 1988 Oslo Conference spon
sored by four Norwegian non-gov
ernmental agencies. The group
worked on the premise that "too little

attention, prestige and economic as
sistance is given to the first lines of
defence in the struggle for human
rights: local, voluntary human
groups. Ability to go beyond the
traditional assistance structures is
needed if such groups are to receive
the support they deserve".

The fourNGOs are the Church of
Norway, the International Solidarity
Committee of the Norwegian La
bour Movement, the Norwegian In
stitute of Human Rights and the
Norwegian Red Cross.

Working together, the fourNGOs
have also established, with assist
ance from the Norwegian Ministries
ofForeignAffairs and Development
Cooperation, the NorwegianHuman
Rights Fund. The purpose of the
Fund is to support and encourage
human rights activities in Third
World Countries.

Attending the conference were 35
experts from 15 countries repre
senting northern donor agencies
such as the DutchNOVIB, the Euro
pean Human Rights Foundation and
the planned Canadian center for
human rights; international organiz
ations included theWorld Council of
Churches and the International Con
federation of Free Trade Unions.
Also attending were human rights
activists from all continents.

The report constitutes the policy
framework for the Norwegian
Human Rights Fund. Copies are
available direct from the Norwegian
Red Cross, P.O. Box 6875, St. Olavs
pl. 0130 OSLO 1, Norway. •THIRD

RIGHTS
ASSISTANCE TO

WORLD HUMAN

EPICENTRE (League, 48')
tells the story of how the Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement re
sponded to the 1988 Armenian
Earthquake. A documentary cover
ing not only the immediate emer
gency phase, but also the difficult
transition stage of living and work
ing in temporary ----
structures while de
pending on outside
sources for assist
ance. Concludes
with a view towards
the future, as regards
rehabilitation and
reconstruction. Aco
production of the
League and the Swedish Red Cross,
Bengt Ericsson, director.

(Orig.: U-matic-High Band;
Video copies in most formats and
standards. Available inEng./Swed.)

THE PUZZLE (Austrian Red
Cross, 18') is a good overview of the
activities of the Austrian Red Cross
Youth. Graphically motivates young
people to take First
Aid training with
scenes of a BMX bi
cycling accident and
an avalanche. Also
covers worldwide
Red Cross relief
workwhich is helped
by donations from
the Austrian youth.

(Available from the Austrian Red
Cross - VHS PAL format - German)

Films and
Videos

MEDIA UPDATE

Journals
and Books

with high tides and storm surges of a
kind which might be more common.

For most poor countries such
defences would be out of the ques
tion. Many of those living and work
ing in, for example, the delta areas of
theNile, theGanges, and the Yangtse
would be forced out of their homes
and livelihood. Some islands such as
the Maldives in the Indian Ocean
would soon become uninhabitable.
Bangladesh with its population of
around 70 million would be particu
larly affected.

You seem to predict a refugee crisis
of great proportions. What are
your estimates of the size of this
problem?

Plucking a figure from the air, if
only 1 per cent (a very low estimate)
of a world population of six billion
were affected, that would mean
some 60 million migrants or envi
ronmental refugees: and 5 per cent
(again a low estimate) would pro
duce 300 million. Even 60 million
would represent a problem of an
order ofmagnitude which no one has
ever had to face.

We are familiar with the strains
which famine, drought, flooding and
other disasters can bring to govern
ments. Some can cope, some evi
dently cannot. But few outside the
industrial world have the structure or
resources to manage a continuing
crisis. Such secondary effects as dis
order, terrorism, civil war, economic
breakdown or even bankruptcy,
could become endemic. We are all
familiar with them already. Witness
the lingering agony of Lebanon, or
the slow slide ofPeru into chaos.

In such circumstances the care
and management, let alone resettle
ment of local refugees, would be a
challenge which many governments
could not hope to meet. That is why
it is imperative that the world com
munity, acting through the United
Nations, should concert action to
mitigate the effects of change and
help adapt the world to it. The indus
trial countries, who unwittingly con
tributed most to the problem, will
have to give leadership, as well as
help, in coping with it. This is a glo
bal issue which requires global treat
ment. •
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FACES OF WAR
Top left: This 15-year-old received a shot through the jaw.
Above: Afamily stare in disbeliefat the smouldering remains oftheir
harvest andfood supplyfor the year which was destroyed in a napalm
attack on their village.

hoto-journalist John Reardon's
Iphotographs of Tigray, Ethiopia,
were presented the "1989 Commen
ded Series" award by the British
National Union of Journalists. The
photos depict the pain suffered by
Tigraian villagers during military
operations in June 1988. During his
stay Reardon witnessed two aerial
bombardments. His "Faces ofWar"
photographs illustrate the impact
modern war has on a civilian popu
lation.

It is of little solace to these vil
lagers that a short distance away, in
Dessie, Ethiopia, the first known
aerial bombardment of a civilian
population in military history took
place in 1935. At that time world opi
nion spoke out against these bombing
of civilians by the Italian Air Force.
Ambulance and First Aid Teams
from various European and North
American countries went to Ethiopia
to provide assistance to the wounded
during the Abyssinian War of 1935-
56.

•
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Right: Destroyed home
in the town ofChilla
Below: A man with the
remains ofthe air burst
cluster bomb that killed
his eight-year-old son
the previous day.
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HEALTH

MONTREALHOSTS
AIDS CONFERENCE
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Humanity
begins at home.
To get involved
contact your
local branch of
your Red Cross
or Red Crescent

Society.

%C]

Address

Province/State/Country

□ English
□ French
□ Spanish

Name

Title

RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT
P.O. Box 372
CH- 1211 GENEVA 19
SWITZERLAND

City

Organization

Postal cheque account No. 12-8020,
Geneva
SFr-Bank accountNo. 364.500.30 B
US$-Bank account No. 364.500.60 J
Union Bank Switzerland

Please attach cheque for the amount of
SFr 25 or US$ 15.

Cheques should be made payable to
the League ofRed Cross and Red Cres
cent Societies. Send to:

BarbaraWallace•

The League's International Poster Competi
tionfor Red Cross, Red Crescent Youth was
displayed as part ofSIDART

Crescent National Societies should
publicly state that the Fundamental 1

Principles of the Movement as they
relate to human rights and discrimi
nation must be upheld in their coun
tries.

"National Societies should facili
tate AIDS programmes in sister So
cieties through the exchange of
materials and expertise, and through
financial assistancewhere possible."

Delegates as part of the Con
ference attended special Red Cross
andRedCrescentworking groups on
AIDS. Representatives from other
NGOs also attended these working
groups on a selective basis.

The issues studied included "Bal
ancing AIDS control with other
priorities in health and develop
ment", "Home care and social sup
port", AIDS and discrimination in
the workplace" and Blood donor
education and counselling".

The Canadian Red Cross or
ganised a rest centre and shuttle ser
vice for people with AIDS which
was quite well used. CRCS also took
responsibility for First Aid services
to the Conference.

The 6th International Conference
will be held 20-24 June 1990 in San
Francisco, U.S.A.

Conference on AIDS held in Mon
treal, Canada 3-9 June.

Referring to Resolution 24 of the
General Assembly held in Rio de
Janeiro in 1987, the delegates formal
statement said: "All National So
cieties should therefore extend the
hand ofcare topeople withAIDS and
HIV infection. Since people with
AIDS and HIV infection are often
denied access to humane and adequ
ate care because of fear, ignorance,
and prejudice, Red Cross and Red

An appeal for more support for
those suffering from AIDS, as

well as increased programming for
prevention, was made by the dele
gates from 40 National Societies
who attended the Fifth International

The Red Cross, Red Crescent Booth became
a meeting placefor many attendees
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story, theBritishGovemmenthas in
troduced a bill to ban the sale of
human organs. It provides for a pen
alty of three months in prison and a
fine of US$ 3,000 for anyone who
makes or receives payment con
nected with a transplant.

But such legislation does not deal
with the legitimate needs of the kid
ney patients who need transplants.
Elizabeth Ward, founder of the Brit
ishKidneyPatients' Association, be
lieves the Government should make
it easier to obtain kidneys. She sug
gest that to accomplish this, those en
tering hospitals who doNOTwant to
donate organs would be registered
on a central computer. If the name
were not registered, it would be legal
to extract the needed organs when
death occurs. This approach to deal
ing with kidney shortages has been
introduced inBelgiumwherekidney
transplants have tripled in the past
few years.
Japan is a nation that faces a criti

cal shortage in kidneys and other
transplant organs for cultural and re
ligious reasons. Because of the
predominance of Buddhism, few or
gans are available for transplanta
tion. For Buddhism encourages the
acceptance of death. The soul does
not depart the dead body, and there
fore the body is to be revered.
Evenwhen individuals are willing

to donate their organs upon death,
successful transplantations are
usually not possible, because death
is defined as when the heart stops
beating, as opposed to brain dead.
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kidneys had been removed. His wal
let was thicker by US$ 4,700 for his
trouble.
Why the need for a kidney? Life

without functioning kidneys isn't
much fun and can lead to a quick
death. Without at least one to clean
body wastes, patients are tied to a
dialysis machine, a difficult proce
dure, which is normally required
three times perweek, at a cost ofUS$
100 per week. Demand is therefore
high for the kidney transplant oper
ation that can save one's life and
make one independent again.

Kidneys are a non-regenerative
organ but the design of the human
body allows for that seeming short
coming. Eachhuman being is issued
with two. Most people could live a
lifetime with only one, but there is a
chance, warn the experts, that par
ticularly as we age there will be
trouble with the remaining kidney. It
is no lightmatter to give up one's kid
ney, and this is usually only done for
a loved one. Most kidneys used in
transplants are obtained from brain
dead donors, usually victims of road
accidents.

Unfortunately, there are not
enough organs available. In Great
Britain alone, there are 3,700 pa
tients who need a kidney transplant;
but only 2,000 operations are done
each year because of the inadequate
supply ofkidneys.

Clearly the Turkish newspaper
story exposed the darker side of ob
taining kidneys. The story of Ahmet
Koc was not anisolated case. As early
as 1985, a Pakistani and an Indian
claimed they had sold their kidneys in
Britain. But this is not just a story re
gardingBritishmedical practices. For
kidney transplantations occur around
theworld. AGermanbrokerin"donor
organs", claims he has recruited some
800 potential donors, so far this year,
by offering asmuch asUS$43,000 for
akidney.

Britain's Prime Minister, Margaret
Thatcher, referred to the trade in
human organs as "utterly re
pugnant". In the wake of the TurkishThe Urinary System

34

Urethra

Ureters

Urinary
bladder

Kidneys

The transplantation of human or
gans ranks high on the list ofmo

dem medical advances. Over the
past20years one suchprocedure, na
mely kidney transplants, has moved
from the realm of experimental to
common place; freeing thousands
from the tyranny and expense ofdia
lysis machines and extending the
productive life span of individuals,
sometimes by decades.

But the success of these oper
ations has brought about a demand
for kidneys that is raising hard ques
tions regarding financial propriety
and the ethics of transplantation ser
vices. Drake McHugh, our medical
correspondant reports:

ThispastJanuarytheTurkishnews
paper, Hurreyet, published the story of
Ahmet Koc, a 33-year old peasant,
who said he was promised a job in
London. When he arrived he was
takenby acompatriot to aLondonhos
pital. There he signed papers in Eng
lish (a language he does not speak or
read) and was given a bed. When he
awakened he discovered he had
undergone an operation and one ofhis



Medical experts claim that the
victims of brain death (a situation
in which the brain is damaged ir
reparably while the body and its
organs continue to function with
the help of medical equipment),
are frequent enough that Japan
could meet the increased demand
of an ageing population for kid
neys. About one per cent of
deaths in Japan, or 7,500 per year,
occur in this fashion.

Since Japanese attitudes towards
death are not changing, pressure is
being put on other countries to fill the
gap. Some Japanese have gone
abroad to find transplant surgery in
the United States, Australia and
Britain. For the Japanese the cost is
estimated to beUS$ 188,000. Mean
while the Japanese continue to look
toward finding a definition of death
that would ameliorate the problem at
home

It appears that kidney transplants
have become a media story and a
medical problem because modem
technology hasmoved faster than so
ciety's abil_ity to develop both its
ethics and the systems necessary to
provide all eligible kidney patients
with a donated kidney.

Gradually there is developing a
global understanding and agreement
regarding the ethics of organ, includ
ing kidney, transplants. The General
Medical Council (GMC), the British
Medical Association (BMA) and the
British Transplantation Society are
publicly united in oppossing traf
ficking ofhuman organs. The Coun
cil of Europe has condemned the
practice of organ sales and the U.S.A.
follows a strict code ofpractice. Other
nations have taken similar steps.

But there still remains the prob
lem of what and how do you tell a

dying man that it is wrong to buy the
organ that will save his life? Until
something is done to improve the
availability of kidneys and other or
gans, reports will continue to emi
nate from various parts of the world
that organs are for sale.

Today, despite the publicity sur
rounding the arrest and prosecution
in Turkish courts regarding the
Ahmet Koc case, there are reports in
Istanbul that the human kidney trade
is continuing with vendors charging
over US$60,000 for a transplant.
Driven by greed, ignorance or des
peration, young people are advertis
ing in newspapers, offering to sell
their kidneys. Unfortunately, for so
ciety as a whole, and for those suffer
ing from kidney disease, there is at
present no simple solution, just the
continuation of a modem day medi
cal nightmare.

•

Is there a parallel with blood donations?
The International Society of

Blood Transfusion in its Code of
Ethics has attempted to lay down
some ground rules for blood trans
fusion. There may be lessons to be
learned for organ transplants too.
The Code, endorsed by the Inter
national Conference of the Red
Cross in 1981, says "Voluntary
non-remunerated donors should
always be encouraged" and "Fin
ancial profit must never be a mo
tive either for the donor or for those
responsible for the donation".

In the May 1989 edition of
Transfusion International,
Dr Anthony F. H. Britten, Head of
the League of Red Cross and Red
CrescentSocieties'BloodProgramme
Department, reflected that, "The
kidney trade reveals no concern
for the donor's safety". He also
drew a close parallel between the
organs for sale issue and the prob
lems the Red Cross/Red Crescent
Blood Services have faced for
some time.
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Traditions and policies of the
Red Cross/Red Crescent Move
ment have consistently opposed
the trade inblood. The philosophi
cal reasons are clear but there are
also practical reasons for this pol
icy. The study of Hepatitis B has
taught us that paid donors are more
dangerous than volunteers. There
is a growing body of evidence that
the same is true for HIV. The
safety of the recipient demands
that only volunteers be accepted as
blood donors.

"Hospitals or blood centres",
Britten wrote, "may make use of
family members when supplies of
blood are inadequate. This is ethi
cal and safe if no unreasonable
pressure is applied or if the donor
volunteers spontaneously. The un
acceptable danger comes when
there is pressure upon family
members. Blood donation may be
made a prerequisite for admission
to hospital, performance of elec
tive surgery or discharge fromhos-

pital. Desperation may drive
families to pay professional surro
gates; in extreme cases, profes
sional donor syndicates may
threaten violence to force families
to use their 'services"'.

"With kidneys the oldproblem
has surfaced again in anewguise ...
When need and greed are found
together, market forces take over...
The kidney trade provides a dra
matic example of why we must
maintain our determination to
eliminate the blood trade".

Clearly there is an ethical and
medical supply problem with
which the world has not yet dealt
adequately. Until society does, the
subject may continue to be a
source of streetwise cash, pain,
suffering and newspaper head
lines. This would be unfortunate,
particular!y because the Belgian
experience has proved life does
not have to be lived this way and
given the opportunity, people will
help people because it is the right
thing to do.
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Israelli actresses Kapito CohenandGila
Almagor

~

I

Soviet actress NataljaNegoda

Victims. First prize went toNatalja
Negoda (USSR)for herperformance
in "Little Vera" (above).

Campaign director, Leon Davico,
speaking to the nearly 1,000 opening
night audience, described the World
Campaign and thanked the festival
organisersfor their contribution to
wards helping the many victims of
war. The audience on this occasion
saw an "hors concours" film, "The
Summer of Aviya" , the story of a
mother and daughter in the early
years ofIsrael, withKapito Cohen as
the daughter and Gila Almagor as
the mother (below).
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All proceedsfrom the Opening of
the TOMORROW'S STARS Euro
pean Cinema Young Talent Festival,
held in Geneva's Grand Theatre on
22 June were donated to the Interna
tional Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement for its upcoming World
Campaignfor the Protection ofWar

was an eight day trip to Switzerland,
including visits to the Swiss Red
Cross Blood Transfusion Central
Laboratory in Berne and the various
Red Cross and Red Crescent institu
tions in Geneva.

16, therefore the need to attract
younger donors.

Gulcin and Matthew, the "Young
blood Ambassadors", said that their
group's slogan "It's bloody worth
it", won the competition because it
was the most original. Their prize

Empress ShakenFundhelpsBarbados.

The Barbados Red Cross wasjust
one of twelve Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies in developing
countries that benefited from the
sixty-eighth distribution of income
from the Empress Shaken Fund. SFr
350,000 were distributedfor ambul
ances, vans, trucks, buses and emer
gency materials.

The Fundwas set up in 1912 by a
gift from Her Imperial Majesty of
Japan. The Fund has received re
peated giftsfrom the Imperial Fam
ily of Japan, the Japanese
Government and the Japanese Red
Cross Society.

Gulcin Dincer and Matthew
Ladley, Collingwood Educational
Centre secondary school students
from Melbourne, Australia, won the
local Red Cross "The Youngblood
Revolution" banner design competi
tion to promote blood donation by
young people. In 1988 the 18 years
age limit for donors was reduced to

Australia's "YoungbloodAmbassadors"
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In the presence of German Chan
cellor Helmut Kohl, President
Prinz Wittgenstein of the German
Red Cross handed over a dentist's
chair to President Gorbachev. This
was a symbolic gesture which
marked the installation of a tempor
ary emergency hospital in Stepana
van, Armenia. The 120 bed hospital,
with a value of DM 2.5 million will
provide medical care to the 70,000
residents in an area that received up
wards of70percent damage from the
7 December earthquake.

Commandant Olga Hoyte, a vol
unteer for over 21 years with the
Barbados Red Cross Society, is
shown some ofthefeatures ofa new
Toyota van by Lowell Hutson Sales
Representative of Nasco Agents.
The van was a gift received through
the Empress Shaken Fund. It will be
used in the Society's senior citizen
meals on wheelsprogramme andfor
first aid services.

President Prinz Wittgenstein of the German
(Fed Rep) Red Cross welcomes President
MikhailGorbachev ofthe USSR, at reception
in Bonn honouring Red Cross work inArme
nia. Observing are Christiane Klingebiel, a
doghandlerfrom Hamburg who spent many
exhausting days in Spitak, and Secretary
GeneralDrHermann Schmitz-Wenzel.

Turing his state visit in June to the
L/Federal Republic of Germany,
President Mikhail Gorbachev of
the USSR paid tribute to the Red
Cross relief effort on behalf of the
victims of theArmenian earthquake.
Preceding his remarks he had view
ed a small photo exhibition of Red
Cross activities in the Caucasus.

PEOPLE
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paign aimed at other parents and
child-care providers who have pro
crastinatedin signing upfor the life
saving course.

"When I realized how tender
Jamie's little life is - howprecarious
it is - it made me realize I had to be
intelligent and think aboutpotential
safety problems," Carter said re
cently at the American Red Cross
National Convention. "The No. 1
reason for infant fatalities in the
United States is breathing emergen
cies. To lose a child is the mostpain
ful experience a person can ever go
through - particularly if the death
could have beenprevented."

leaning the streets ofFreetown.

In Sierra Leone a Committee is
always formed to draw up special
programmes for the month of May.
This year the committee decided on a
city clean up exercise under the tag
"Red Cross war against filth".

The Freetown City Council and
the Minstry ofHealth gave their sup
port. A week long radio campaign
asked traders and residents of the
area to cooperate. On action day Red
Cross volunteers, including a good
number of youth, along with resi
dents and city workers quickly got
down to work. Clogged gutters were
cleaned and the streets were swept.
Residents were thankful for the

removal of the breeding grounds of
mosquitoes.

Wonder Woman supports Infant
CPR.

When Lynda Carter
played Wonder Woman on TV, she
regularly beat up on bad guys and
rescued everybody else.

But then she quit being Wonder
Woman and had only normal
strength. She couldn't save anybody.

Carter thought about signing up
for a class in cardiopulmonary resu
citation (CPR), so she could revive
someone in a breathing emergency.
She just didn't get around to it.

Until her son, Jamie now 16
months old, came along. Today,
Carter is not only certified in infant
and child CPR, but she's chairman
of the American Red Cross cam-

KingJuan Carlos presents theMedal of
Gold.

can Red Crescent Society and Asso
ciate Secretary General of the Arab
Red Crescent and Red Cross So
cieties.
It was given in the presence of

members of the government and of
the Spanish Red Cross.

On the occasion of the 125th An
niversary of the Movement, His Ma
jesty theKing, Juan Carlos of Spain
awarded the Meda 1 of Gold of the
Red Cross.
Decorated was Doctor

Mohamed Nesh-Nash, member of
the Central Committee oftheMoroc

Mr. Justice J.A. Adefarasin, who
died in Nigeria on 28 March after a
long illness, wasNationalPresidentof
the Nigerian Red Cross Society and a
former President of the League. In
1977, at the Bucharest General As
sembly, he was elected League Presi
dentforfouryears. In1987 he receved
the Henry DunantMedal.

As President of his Society, he
played a major role as member of the
Commission in charge of the revision
oftheLeague's constitution. Inpaying
tribute to Judge Adefarasin, League
PresidentDrMario Villarroel said he
would be rememberedfor his "knowl
edge and competence as a Red Cross
personality and a brilliant lawyer".

J.A. Adefarasin

Helping the
Dutch reach new
heights.

Up, Up, and Away....Dutch Ac
tress Carry Tefsen helped start the
1989 Netherlands Red Cross fun
draising campaignby going aloft in a
hot air balloon over the Hague. Sign
on the balloon urged citizens below
to "Help the Red Cross Help" and
listed the Red Cross bank account
number in The Hague.
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Letter from
Two Cities

League Refugee Adviser, John
Lloyd, recently attended two refugee
conferences on two continents in two
weeks. Despite the intense debate
and exhaustion of long meetings he
sees a glimmer of hope down the
roadfor some of the world's 15 mil
lion refugees

With international tensions
easing, solutions are being

sought to resolve the major refugee
problems around the world. Recent
international conferences held in
Ciudad Guatemala in May, and in
Geneva in June, started the process
of a long-term solution for the refu
gees ofCentralAmericaandSoutheast
Asia. But the two conferences went
in different directions.

Many of Central America's two
million refugees, returnees and dis
placed persons should benefit from a
major shift in policies of both gov
ernments and international relief
agencies. Newly proposed pro
grammes aim to integrate these for
merly unwanted people into national
development plans. This is in con
trast to the former approach of keep
ing refugees in camps without
permitting them to work in the local
economy.

This plan of action was designed
by the Central American govern
ments under the Arias Peace Plan. It
also commits the governments to
policies of national reconciliation
while integrating the refugees into
their economies.

For Red Cross Societies in the re
gion, this new plan of action fits well
within the Red Cross concept of
"From Relief to Development".
Health activities such as. "Child
Alive" and "Red Cross Primary
Health Care Programmes" will
match their governments' health
policies, and assist both their own in
digenous populations, as well as the
displaced peoples within theirmidst.
The growth and benefits of these ac
tivities will only be limited by the re
sources of the National Societies.
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The Geneva conference on Indo
chinese refugees had a different
agenda from its counterpart in
Guatemala. With the increasednum
ber of "Boat People" streaming out
of Vietnam last year, countries of
asylum in Southeast Asia were
threatening to refuse entry of addi
tional refugees. Involuntary repatri
ation was being suggested by Hong
Kong and British officials. Addi
tionally, tens of thousands of refu
gees were still detained in selected
holding camps; some had been
awaiting resettlement for years.
Clearly crisis conditions faced those
attending the Geneva conference to
consider a plan of action negotiated
by governments in previous months.
It aimed to change the conditions set
at a similar conference in 1979 for
the Vietnamese Boat People.

Since Boat People, according to
the 1979 conference, could not be
permanantly resettled in the region,
Southeast Asian countries and Hong
Kong gave them temporary asylum.
Resettlement countries, such as
Australia, Canada, and the U.S.A.
agreed to accept the Boat People as
refugees with few exceptions.

This year's conference centered
on a screening process to determine
whether or not the Boat People met
the refugee status criteria. Were
these people truly refugees in the
traditional definition of the word, or

Vietnam Boat People pack camp
Sham Shui Po inHong Kong.

were they people just seeking a bet
ter standard ofliving in the urbanized
world?

Because ofthe issue of"economic
refugees", governments sought
agreements from the Vietnamese
government to accept back those
persons who were nottruly "political
refugees". No such agreement was
made. However the screening pro
cess was adopted, but there still re
mains a critical problem... "what to
do with those people who have been
'screened out' as not meeting the re
fugee criteria?"

For Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies, there appears to be little
change in the Southeast Asian refu
gee problem. Tensions continue to
run high, though maybe not at the
crisis level of the first of the year. As
stated in Kuala Lumpur last year,
"Whatever their classification, the
Red Cross and Red Crescent Move
ment sees them as people needing
humanitarian assistance. Standard
minimum treatment should be given
to all asylum seekers irrespective of
their classification".

Two continents. Two sets of refu
gees. Two different approaches.
Hopefully there is sufficient concern
in the world to find successful
answers to the plight of today's refu
gees. It won't be easy, but as hu
manitarians we must continue to
work for such answers. •

Nicaragua refugees using washing
facilities in camp "Los Caminos" in
Honduras.
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other local volun
teers to bring
cloth for band
ages and clean
water. He was
stunned that no
plans had been
made for the
wounded before
the battle, and
was convinced
that if there had
been a perma
nent body of
trained volun
teers, thousands
of lives would
have been saved.
Pam Brown's
"Henry Dunant"
tells the story of

how his dedication led to the
founding of the Red Cross, the lar
gest humanitarian movement in
the world, and how his compas
sion has saved millions.

The founder of the Red Cross 
his compassion has saved millions

keo»alewhohavehelpedthewwold

HENRY
DUNANT

Lest We Never Forget

Hy oonan
was the founder

of the Red Cross.
An unknown Swiss

citizen running a
small business, he
accidentally found

himself at the
scene of one of the
bloodiest battles of
the last century at
Solferino, in Italy.
Thousands of

wounded survi
vors were dying

from neglect, tor
mented by thirst,

flies, maggots
and disease. The
military authorities
just seemed to be
taking it for granted that this was

what happened after battles.
Dunant abandoned his business

trip, set about nursing the
dying,and organized

IE Available nowin: Available from:
• Dutch • Your local bookstore
• English • Italian • Your National Society
• French • Norwegian • League of Red Cross
• German • Spanish andRed Crescent Societies
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We've simplified International Mailing ...

International mailing is on the increase, and TNT Mailfast have
now made it really simple and effective. Here are three reasons to
be happy about our kind of international mailing.
It's less expensive. You don't have to sort the mail, or stamp it.
We'll collect it from you, and invoice you later at remarkably
competitive rates .
It's fast. Your mailing is taken by air to the destination
countries, then hand delivered or posted locally.
It's efficient. Computerised tracking via our worldwide Skytrak
system, and automatic return of undeliverabl es are just two
ways we make your international operations more effective.

. . . and you'll love the response.
Using our International Reply Services is like having your
own offices all over the world. Customer confidence in
businesses with a local address soars up, and so does the
response.
Basically we offer two services:
PO Box. We clear the box regularly, and courier back to you as
frequently as you choose, from 32 different countries. Your
prospect pays only local postage.
Business Reply Paid. TNT Mailfast can offer you business
reply facilities in 26 countries. We've done all the background
research for you.
No fuss, no hassle.

a, [[.[r] nowt-$ "tast@sh7 heats&hi Mailing

Rocky Wood, Product Manager. International Reply Services. TNT Mailfast,
Felstead House. 2-6 Frances Road, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 3AA.
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