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SECOND INTERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT

WORLD IN FOCUS

Merit Certificate - Mark Cornillie - "In The
Grasps ofHope" - USA

1NG HU

Following the success of the 1988 world
wide photographic competition, RED
CROSS, RED CRESCENT magazine an
nounces a second worldwide photographic
competition for 1990. The aim: to find new
photographers, amateur or professional,
whose work best summarises Red Cross and
Red Crescent care for humanity and protec
tion oflife.

The Prizes: (1) a photographic mission to
aRedCross/Red Crescent field operation, all
expenses paid, plus photographic equipment
and an exhibition in Geneva, (2) for five run
ners-up: photographic equipment.

Closing date for entry of photographs,
which can be in black and white or colour, is
31 March 1990. Entry form and further de
tails from RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT
magazine, P.O. Box 372, CH-1211 Geneva
19, Switzerland or from the headquarters
of national Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies.

Grand Prix Prize - U.Chit Waing 
"Ambulance Cart" -Burma

Merit Certificate-MgMg RanNyunt
"Ambulance Boat" -Mandalay

Merit Certificate -BoyMoke Katonia
"HelpingA PregnantWoman" - Zaire
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The opinions expressed in the magazine
are those of the authors and are not
necessarily those of the Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement. Unsolicited
articles are welcomed, but cannot be
returned to their authors. RED CROSS,
RED CRESCENT reserves t he right
to edit all articles and letters prior to
publication.

As Armenia approaches the one year anniversary
of the 7 December earthquake, are the people get
ting sufficientmedical and relief assistance?
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Alook at theRedCross at the top of theworld. How
is the Bolivian Red Cross meeting the challenge?
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SUPERCAMP'89 saw 511 youth delegates repre
senting 132 nationalities converge on Solferi
no/Castiglione, Italy and Geneva, Switzerland.
What was theirmessage?

Citizens of the German Democratic Republic have
been emigrating by the tens of thousands through
Hungary, Czekoslovakia and Austria to theFederal
Republic ofGermany. Whatwas the humanitarian
role of the Red Cross Societies involved?
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The International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement is made up of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), the League of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
and the National Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies.

RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT maga
zine is produced for the Movement by the
League in association with the ICRC and
National Societies, and with assistance
from the Lundin Group of companies.
Published in English, French and Span
ish editions, the magazine is available in
160 countries.
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WestwardHo! After weeks ofwait
ing, relief shows in the faces of
two families from the German
Democratic Republic as they
cross the Austro-Hungarian fron
tier at Nickelsdorf

NEWPASSPORTS
TO A NEW LIFE
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On 2 May, Hungarian frontier

guards started cutting down the
barbed wire which marked their
country'sfrontier with Austria.

Atfirst a trickle, and then a flood
of citizens of the German Demo
cratic Republic began heading West.

The new "open borders"policy led
to muchpolitical controversy, butfor
the Red Cross it was business as
usual as three National Societies mo
bilised to care for the men, women
and children en route to a new life in
the Federal Republic of Germany.
George REID reports.

By late-September over 25,000
people had made the 2,500 ki

lometer journey through four coun
tries to Passau in Bavaria, helped at
each stage by the Red Cross So
cieties of Hungary, Austria and the
Federal Republic of Germany.

As the convoy of overloaded Tra
bant and Wartburg cars rolled across
the final frontier, spontaneous sing
ing broke out. Newly issued Federal
German passports were flashed at
customs officials. Policemen were
hauled aside and smothered in
kisses.

"Right to the last minute, we were
never sure that we would make it",
said Carola from Leipzig. "After
three weeks waiting in a camp inBu
dapest, we were frightened that the
authorities would not let us go.

"We simply would not have coped
but for the Red Cross".

For the Hungarian Red Cross it
had been, in the words of Deputy
Secretary General DrArpadAlfoldy,
a "delicate situation". His govern
ment had acceded to the United Na-

tions Convention on the Status ofRe
fugees earlier this year and had pro
claimed its commitment to the
Helsinki Accords, allowing free
movement between East and West
Europe. But the government of the
German Democratic Republic con
tested Bonn's intention to issue its
citizens with new passports and
travel documents.

"The politics were nothing to do
with us", said Dr Alfoldy, "Though
obviously we had to take account of
them. Our motivation was purely
humanitarian - to ensure that the East
Germans arriving in Hungary were
fed and given somewhere to stay".

Around 900 "travellers" were ac
commodated in a camp at Zuliget,
and a further 2,500 at Csilleberc in
the suburbs of Budapest. Both soon,
in the words of Red Cross coordina
tor Andras Kovacs, were "bursting
at the seams".

The problem, he explained, was
that people thought the frontier
might be open for only a few days.

"So more and more arrived. They
were sleeping in their cars in the
streets. Others quit their holidays in
Bulgaria and Romania and came
here by train".

A third camp was opened at Zanka
on Lake Balaton, with facilities for
fishing, yachting and swimming.
"Ourguests show thorough!yTeutonic
discipline", said the administrator.
"They all getup at the same time. They
eat and sunbathe at the same time. All
as regular as clockwork".

While the Hungarians were coping
with their guests, the Austrian Red
Cross was making detailed arrange
ments to receive them while in transit
to the Federal GermanRepublic.

Some did not wait for official
clearance. A "Pan-European party"
organised right on the Austro-Hun
garian frontier turned into a near riot
as hundreds of East Germans sud
denly abandoned their sandwiches
and lemonade and dashed past bor
der guards.

"It was a surprise, but we were
ready for them", said HeinrichUnger
of the Burgenland branch ofthe Aus
trian Red Cross. Reception centres
had already been established atMor
bisch, Klingenbach, Deuschkreuz
and Gussing, all equipped with
sleeping accommodation, canteens
and supplies of clothing.

Over 100 volunteers were mo
bilised in round-the-clock shifts,
and a 7-man team administered
medical services from an emer
gency ambulance provided by the
Red Cross in Wiener Neustadt.

Klaus and Lutz from East Berlin
made it through the woods by night.
"Thank God for the Austrian Red
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Cross", said Klaus. "They gave us a
bowlofhotsoupandabedforthe night,
and next morning we got enough
money to get us toWest Germany".

The really big move, however,
came on 11 September, when - after
weeks of delicate negotiations - the
Hungarian authorities announced
that all citizens of the German
Democratic Republic currently in
the country were free to leave.

Within hours - by car, chartered
buses and train - they started pour
ing across the border at Sopron and
Nickelsdorf. Farewellwaves fromthe
Hungarian Red Cross; warm smiles,
sandwiches, and petrol money from
theAustrianRed Cross.

Three-and-a-half hours later, they
were crossing the Austro-Federal
German border at Suben: young
bricklayers, musicians, mothers
with a clutch of infants, the occa-

ilia
Volunteers ofthe Hungarian Red Cross dish
up sausagesfor hundreds of"holiday
makers" waitingfor visas atLake Balaton

sional punk-rocker, and middle
aged professional families.

And waiting at the border were
representatives of the Red Cross of
the Federal Republic of Germany
who, afterweeks ofmeticulous plan
ning, had organised reception cen
tres in Freilassing, Trostberg,
Tiefenbach and Vilshofen. "Ger
mans help Germans", read the wel
come sign.
Nothing had been left to chance.

In the emergency shelters the camp
beds were neatly aligned, two blan
kets folded on each bed. The mobile
toilets were in place. The Red Cross
ambulances and cars parked in rows

A nursefromBurgenland branch ofthe Aus
trianRedCross issues toys and new clothing
for a mother and her daughterfromLeipzig

in the car park. Signs pointing to the
showers and swimming pool. A radio
transmitter truck providing instant
communicationwithheadquarters in
Munich. Nearly 1,000 volunteers of
the German Red Cross on duty, and
all senior staff equipped with
beepers. There was even a mobile
Lutheran church.

"Ourduty is to care for the immedi
ate needs of the new arrivals", said
Rolf Herzbach, spokesman of the
Federal German Red Cross. "To pro
vide accommodation and food, to ad
vise themonthenecessary formalities,
and to counsel those who are stressed
by the wrench ofleaving home".

Compared to the lot of refugees in
otherparts of the world, it was all very
straightforward. By law, each new
arrival immediately became a West
German citizen.

"The basic idea is to get them out
of the camp and into the community
within a few days", commented
Herzbach.
This policy was clearly working.

"Best of Luck for a New Start in
Life" read the headline in a supple
ment to the Passauer Neue Presse,
listing underneath 4,000 immediate
job vacancies and 2,000 offers of ac
commodation.

Dietrich and his sister Ingeborg,
who had traveled by motorbike from
East Berlin, arrived in Passau that
morning. By night they were both

employed in a Passau bar, with their
own little flat above the premises.

Joachim and his wife Angelika
had deliberately flown on holiday
with their three children to Bulgaria,
immediately taking a train on arrival
to Budapest. As a professional musi
cian he had his own spacious apart
ment, car and country cottage. "We
left a lot", he said, smiling at his two
sons in new Batman hats, "but our
boys will soon be at school here and
I'm sure we'll make out".

Monika, a peroxide blonde in a
black tee-shirt reading in Berlin dia
lect "Alles Quatsch" (roughly, 'It's
all rubbish') seemed less sure. She
came on impulse, didn't know what
she's going to do, and was missing
her boyfriend.

"It's not going to be that easy",
said a local journalist. "They've
abandoned a lot, and itwill take them
time to adjust".

Notice Board at theRedCross camp in
Vilshofen: over 4,000jobs and2,000 homes

"But others will still be coming, so
long as the frontier stays open.... ",
says Joachim.

And as long as the need is there the
Red Cross "chain of solidarity" link
ing Budapest, Vienna and Bonn will
be in business.

STOP-PRESS ...... ... In early
October German (Fed Rep) Red Cross
workers provided care for a further
12,000 East Germans transferred by
special trains from Prague, Czechoslo
vakia where they had camped in and
around the West German embassy.

•
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RedCross ambulances worked around the
clock during thepeak ofthe crisis

CHINA

At 5 o'clock in the afternoon of
13 May, university students ini

tiated ahunger-strike inTian'anMen
Square. From the afternoon of the
next day, students began fainting
and were sent to various hospitals.
By May 16 the numbers treated had
reached over 6,000.

At the same time, several stu
dents began refusing not only food
but also water, resulting in a more
serious situation. In order to pro
vide emergency medical care for
the hunger-strikers in the square, a
temporary Red Cross headquarters
was set up.

With the Beijing section of the
Red Cross given the task of provid

Following the
Humanitarian
Principle...

The events in Tian' an Men
Square in Beijing, as well as the
natural disasters in China's rural
areas sinceMay, have taxed the re
sources ofthe Red Cross Society of
China. The following report has [i
been compiled from dispatches University students andmilitary in Tian' anMen Square keptRedCross busy
from the Society andfrom observa- ing medical assistance to the stu- ance. None died and no contagious
tions made by Kiaohua Wang, dents, the RedCross Society ofChina diseases were spread.
BruceDickand.Jurg Vittani,mem- issued warnings regarding the health On 20 May, Martial Law was im
bers of the League Staff who consequences of continued fasting. posed in Beijing. The students in the
travelled on fact finding missions Additionally there were concerns re- Square completed their hunger strike
to China. garding the sanitary conditions in the and then staged a new sit-in protest.

square. The ground had become scat- While the health of the students im
tered with garbage and other wastes proved, the sanitation problems of
and the air smelled foul. The auth- the square continued, causing the
orities were concernedabout the possi- Red Cross to work together with the
bility ofhepatitis and dysentery. students and the governmentbureaus

On the evening of 17 May, in ad- in their continued medical and sani
vance ofa threatening thunder storm, tation operations.
negotiations were held with students On 3 Junemilitary personnel fore
regarding both the cleaning of the ibly removed the students from the
square and the provision of shelter. Square. With the outbreak of vio
Immediately following the students' lence which resulted in great number
agreement, the Red Cross contacted of casualties including the loss of
the Beijing Public Transportation life, the Red Cross Society of China,
Company, whichwent all out to mus- adhering to the principles of hu
ter 100 buses for temporary use as manity, impartiality, neutrality and
shelters for the fasting students. independence rescued the dying and

Under the coordination of the Red provided assistance to the wounded.
Cross, the Beijing Environmental
Sanitation Bureau transferred in b
garbage vans and hundreds of wor
kers, to clean away more than 60
tons of garbage. Beijing Epidemic
Prevention Station sentmore than 20
people to carry out disinfection ofthe
camping area in the square.

The Red Cross also provided the
students with more than 2,000 blan
kets, rain-proofmaterials, strawhats,
soft drinks, disposable sterilisednap
kins, cleaning tools and other health
related materials. During the period . . .
f th h strike hi 3t100,00) Floodwaters in Sichuan Province des

o1 1e unger-str1Ke, ammos '' troyedhomes and affected50,000,000
students received medical assist- people

6 RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 1989



Working together,. medical workers,
Red Cross volunteers and civilians
helped carry the wounded quickly to
nearby hospitals. All available trans
port was used including ambulances,
automobiles and tricycles, many of
these vehicles being damaged or de
stroyed in the operation.

Forty hospitals provided emer
gency treatment to the wounded.
Thanks to the outstanding medical
effort of all involved, thousands of
wounded received timely treatment,
85 percent of them being released
after a short stay. The Red Cross pro
vided funds, medicines and medical
equipment to some hospitals.

Both the International Committee
and the League sent delegates to
Beijing to carry out their separate
humanitarian missions, which was
"highly appreciated" by the Red
Cross Society of China. Also ap
preciated was the support offered by
various National Societies.

At the same time that political
events were taking place in Beijing
(and other cities of China), natural
disasters were affecting tens of mil
lions of Chinese in various parts of
the country. Sichuan Province, a fer
tile area of 100,000,000 inhabitants
in southern China, was hit hard by
natural disasters. In the western
part of the province, earthquakes

Temporary sheltersfor disaster victims
whose homes have been destroyed

destroyed homes and roads; in the
south, hail storms (with some hail
stones weighing as much as 15kgs
and winds up to 40m/second); and in
the east floods and landslides (with
some areas receiving 140mm ofrain
per hour) created chaos.

In Sichuan Province alone, fifty
million people were affected, the
economy suffered more than 4 bil
lion Yuan (approximately US$ 1 bil
lion) in losses, 790 million kgs of
crops were lost, and more than 4mil
lion fruit trees were damaged. Also
affected by the rains and flooding
were Guangdong, Jiangsu and Zhe
jiang provinces.

RedCross nurse checks wound

"Each year one-third of China's
population is affected by natural dis
aster of one kind or another" stated
League senior relief advisor Jurg
Vittani upon his return to Geneva
from China. "I am encouraged that
the RedCross ofChina is eager to re
inforce its disaster preparedness and
relief capacity"

To that end the League launched a
SFr 3.45 million appeal to aid the
Chinese National Society. The funds
will provide rice for one month for
330,000 among the worst affected,
plus food, clothing, medical supplies
and tents. Relief will be distributed
by local branches of the Red Cross

Going through rubble of flood-destroyed
home

Society of China, which began the
purchasing and distribution of
goods, using its own funds and
monies advanced by the League.

Due to the massive infrastructural
damage sustained, requests for addi
tional aid made by Chinese Red
Cross officials in the field and in
Beijing were wide ranging. Re
quests included hospital equipment
for destroyed facilities, medical sup
plies and ambulances, as well as
funds to build or rebuild houses,
schools, roads and Red Cross train
ing centres.

? "The requests made by the
e Chinese officials of the League's

China Fact Finding Mission at times
went beyond providing assistance to
the victims, but also included aspects
of rehabilitation and recovery from
the massive destruction," observed
DrBruce Dick, Head of the League's
Community Health Department.

"If a National Society is involved
with humanitarian activities, then
surely it should be supported and
strengthened. I think that it will be a
tragedy if we don't help the Red
Cross Society ofChina to increase its
credibitility and its capaciaty to pro
vide humanitarian services to its
people."

•
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LEBANON

The Conflict
Continues

Every day, fromMarch to Septem
ber, there were new casualties in

Lebanon. Fifteen years of war cul
minated in further escalations of the
conflict which lead to amass exodus
of the inhabitants ofBeirut.

Those who have been unable to
get out, take refuge in underground
shelters, often with no light, some
times spending several days there to
tally cut off from fresh supplies of
food and water. Their anguish and
despair under such conditions can
easily be understood.

Red Cross assistance in Lebanon
initially concentrated on providing
urgent medical aid to hospitals and
dispensaries, care for the wounded,
and food aid for the hundreds of
thousands of inhabitants of Beirut
who had fled the shelling ofthe capi
tal and sought refuge in public places
or camps until the situation became
calmer.
Assistance was also given to the

population remaining in Beirut.
People whose houses had been de
stroyed were included in the dis
tribution of Red Cross family
parcels.

But other less obvious activities
have also been undertaken. Last

Reconstructing water lines

Beirut onfire

April, an ICRC sanitary engineer
was sent fromGeneva to evaluate the
water supply system in Beirut and its
suburbs; the survey has led to a Joint
ICRC-UNICEF project.

No electricity, no water

A water supply system depends,
above all, on the availability of elec
tricity for pumping and distribution;
for some months, the Zouk power
station has not received enough fuel
supplies to function at full capacity.
In addition, it has on several occa
sions been hit during shellings and
part of it has been destroyed by fire.
Electricity cuts have become longer
over the weeks, adding further hard
ship to the already difficult daily lot
of the city's inhabitants.

The existing water system which
has already been patched up many
times, is scarcely adequate and is very
vulnerable. UNICEF has been work
ing to offset any shortages affecting
the city itself.

One area of particular concern is
the very densely populated suburbs
of South Beirut. Here any break
down in the piping system, would
mean an almost total lack of piped
water. However, there are several
large wells in the vicinity.

It was therefore decided to equip
the Borj el Brajneh pumping station

with a 420-kw generatorwhich could
take over in the event of a crisis. In
addition pumps have been installed
in the two deep wells in Hay-Sellum,
making them capable of supplying,
thereby ensuring the distribution of
an extra 4,000-m3 in the southern
suburbs.

Under the agreement between
the ICRC and UNICEF, in cooper
ation with the Beirut City services
concerned, the ICRC has responsi
bility for the purchase and installation
ofmost of the equipment and for con
struction of the pumping chamber.
UNICEF is in charge of supervising
the installation and the bringing into
service of the Borj el Brajneh gener-

Checking out a destroyed building in Beirut
for survivors
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ator and of purchasing the piping.
UNICEF is also to establish the link
up with the Hay-Sellum pumping
station supply network, where a 200-
kw generator is to be installed.

Thanks to this joint ICRC-UNI
CEF operation, the cost of which, to
be borne by the ICRC, amounts to
US$ 145,000, some 3,000 m of
water can be distributed daily to the
population of SouthBeirut. This will
ensure that in the event of a crisis the
inhabitants have the minimum
amount of water they need to sur
vive. On 21 June, the first stage of the
projectwas completedwhen theBorj
el Brajneh generator was put into
service. This operation is financed
by a special European Economic
Community grant.

Cleaning and disinfection of
shelters

Since March, the population of Bei
rut has spent much of its time in
bomb shelters. To cope with rapidly
deteriorating sanitary conditions, the
ICRC, in cooperation with the Le
banese Red Cross and the Ministry
of Health, has begun to disinfect a
number of these places.

The premises covered by this
ICRC operation are of two types:
shelters where large numbers of
people take refuge occasionally and
those where displaced persons live
permanently (various other organiz
ations have assumed responsibility
for other types of shelter). ICRC
delegates became aware of the need
for thesemeasures when distributing
food aid in shelters where living con
ditions are, unfortunately, often ex
tremely poor.

The Ministry of Health has pro
vided the ICRC and the Lebanese
Red Cross with its experience and
know-how. Its technicians are teach
ing relief workers and members of
the LRC Youth Section how to use
disinfectants, insecticides and rat
poison. The ICRC is supervising and
financing the project.

Between mid-May and mid-June
some 150 shelters in East Beirut and
several hundred cells in Roumieh

Removal of garbage is difficult
causing potential sanitation
problems and the spreading of
disease

prison were disinfected, at a cost of
some US$ 4,000.

Similar operations were under
taken in late August in West Beirut
and its surroundings. In addition,
specially designed first-aid kits were

Update

The Swiss Federal Council (Gov
ernment) announced on 13 Septem
ber that it had examined an
application by Palestine for acces
sion to the Geneva Conventions of
1949 and their Additional Protocols
of 1977, according to a communique
from the Swiss Foreign Ministry.

The Federal Council, depository of
the Geneva Conventions, stated that
the request for accession (signature)
was submitted on behalf of the "State
of Palestine", by the Permanent Ob
server of Palestine to the United Na
tions in Geneva.

TheGovernment, the communique
continues, has decided that because of
uncertainty within the international
community as to whether or not a Pa
lestinian State exists, and as long as
the matter was not resolved within an

Nearby explosion destroys
windows ofLebanese Red
Cross ambulance

distributed in the shelters, together
with disinfection materials in both
in East andWest Beirut.

• Marjolaine Martin and
Giorgio Nembrini

appropriate forum, it was not for the
Government to decidewhether thePa
lestinian request shouldbe considered
an instrument of accession to the
Geneva Conventions.

It was also decided to inform the
States party to the Geneva Conventions
of the content of the Palestinian mess
age. This way ofproceeding, continued
the communique, is in accordance with
the responsibilities of the Depository
State, as they were codified in the Vien
na Convention of 23 May 1969 on the
Law ofTreaties.

However, the unilateral declaration
of application of the four Geneva Con
ventions and ofAdditional Protocol #1
made on 7 June 1982 by the Palestine
LiberationOrganization (PLO) remains
valid. •

Palestinian Request to Sign
Geneva Conventions
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that all the delegations will be able to
go back to their own societies en
riched and confident that they'll be
able to start getting more involved in
their own organization. The message
they've given to the Movement right
around the world is that young
people have got a say, and young
people want to contribute, and I
reckon they're going to demand it
when they get back".

Henry Dunant left a message
with his book, "A Memory of Sol
ferino". While at Supercamp, dele
gates followed his direction. Using
postcards showing the Supercamp
'89 logo, each participant sent two
messages - one to an individual and
one to a public figure, whose lives
and actions illustrate the application
of the Seven Principles.

and application of the "Principles in
Action". They prepared presenta
tions of art, music, drama, and writ
ing to demonstrate and reinforce the
commitment of youth to the Red
Cross and Red Crescent Principles.

"Young people are trying to get in
volved more and more", said John
Geoghegan, International Assistant
for the subcamp Independence, and
Youth Officer of the British Red
Cross. "Supercamp has given them
the opportunity to get together, to
share problems, to share challenges,
and also to share solutions. And I
think what will come out of here, is

a8
Situated halfway between the Italian villages ofSolferino and Castiglione on the Battlefield of
Solferino, Supercamp '89 covered an area the size of two and a halffootballfields

SUPERCAMP '89

Red Cross/Red Crescent Youth
SUPERCAMP '89 marked the cul
mination ofthe 125 th anniversary of
the International Red Cross andRed
CrescentMovement. During thefirst
two weeks in September, 511 dele
gates representing 132 nationalities
gathered together in Northern Italy
where the idea of the Red Cross was
realised in the mind of Henry Du
nant. Loretta FitzGerald of the
American Red Cross reports:

Because we are all involved with
Red Cross, we all come with the

same outlook," observed Terri Lynn
Almeda, leader of the delegation
from the Canadian Red Cross.
"We've all got that spirit inside ofus,
and it's really quite a wonderful
thing, to know that those seven Prin
ciples are why we' re doing the work.
We're hoping to do something good
for humanity."

Supercamp was organised into
seven subcamps of approximately
20 delegations, each taking its name
and theme from one of the seven
Fundamental Principles. Within
their subcamps, the delegates
worked together in groups to discuss
and develop a better understanding

During the workshops, delegates developed an understanding of the "Principles in Action"
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With SuperMail, delegates sent messages to all parts of the world

In memory ofHenry Dunant, torches were carried to the tower and memorial ofSolferino

Supercamp '89
Youth Message to the
World

Conflict, destruction, pain, pol
lution,famine, oppression - even
at this very moment.
Does it have to continue?
Look at us, we are the living

proof of peaceful co-existence,
united by our common commit
ment to alleviate human suffer
ing.

We are young members ofthe
Red Cross and Red Crescent,
representing 132 nationalities,
we live by the 7 fundamental
principles and we rejoice in our
differences:
Let us stop playing with

human lives
Let us stop destroying the

earth
Let us break down the bar

riers ofprejudice
Let us work together to

achieve equality and respect of
human dignity

Our world needs both the ex
perience ofthe elders and the en
ergy, idealism, and hope of the
young.

Listen to us as we call upon
you, the nations of the world, to
build with us a betterfuture for
humanity.

tional Society, that in this camp I
thought that our Movement is very
strong. It's international, it's develo
ping rapidly, and I think that our col
leagues from different countries
have the same ideas that we have.
We 're a strong power, a strong force,
and we can do much".

The Supercamp delegates left
Italy for Switzerland on a special
train for themanifestation in Geneva.
Escorted by a 100-piece Youth band
and Swiss Red Cross volunteers,
the delegates paraded to the Place
des Nations, to make the presenta
tions of the PRINCIPLES IN AC
TION, their expression of Youth's

The messages, sent to all parts of
the world with the Supercamp '89
postmark, symbolise the humanita
rian work of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent through 'people to people'
programmes.

"If the youth with their message
are heard all over the world, maybe,
we're just one step -even if it's a tiny
step - further towards peace", said
Nathalie Chekaibe from Lebanon
and International Assistant for the
subcamp, Impartiality. "If we go
back with a spirit of hope in our
hearts, we can transmit that to the rest
of the people we are working with in
Red Cross. And we can continue to
do what we believe in, and that is
helping people who are most in
need of help".

The torchlight parade through the
surrounding landscapes of Solferino
became a most impressive occasion
for many of the delegates. They
walked the rolling hills that were once
battlefields, reflecting on the influence
one man has brought to the world. In
his memory, the delegates carried tor
ches to the towerand thememorial, re
living a history and a belief that has
brought them all here together.

"I think this is a unique chance for
me", commented Marina Guiller, a
youth delegate representing the
Alliance of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (USSR). "I
will tell my friends from my Na-
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Delegates preparedpresentations to illustrate their commitment to the Principles

Joanna MacLean, Head of the
League's Youth Department. "If the
Movement doesn't reach out to the
younger generation and recognise
the need to call upon young people,
then it is wasting an opportunity and
loosing a huge potential resource.
The Movement needs the young vol
unteers and they need the guiding
force of the Red Cross/Red Crescent
Movement, as ever".

Supercamp '89 was an opportunity
and an experience that will live on
within the hearts and minds of the par
ticipants. Seldom has there been such
a gathering ofyoung people within the
Red Cross and Red Crescent Move
ment to show both the strength of the
past and the commitment oftheMove
ment to the future.

•

" "
~ :,~

",, I
"{z.

fl Z@o.is a

t.ii

. ,.

·*~....._?;~ ~. • 1;. ,:· . '
~.. --,~.,.•.,,~. :..,•. '. . . . ·_,.-~__;_• ? 4

-5,·, ·/'. -~- ';:,,; ·:~. \\ J O ~. • . ,.· . •?£a3. f , isii±si •

• -¥~~•••••' -~ ), ~":·\~~ ..1·_·.[.,;;;
1
ft. i,: :t~i1 ' ) . . , .

,.-::-•}, \· _.,·. ·,•. \,.,,. ' ,i '~ ' ' !;.
44 3 f• life l
it@?',j 'al

5@'8 all

·'\

~- j1 -, 's • ··\_· ,f!:: 1::
%? ll%},

g

• ·:,:r,, i ..,· ,,
·e )'

! =
', '·1: i_ ,· ~,.< l-;, ~-'- ' ,

Ewa +

"Youth have a very important role
to play", stated Helen Torr, leader of
the delegation from the British Red
Cross. "They should be an integral
part of the Red Cross, and they are
enthusiastic. They need the support
and help from older people, but they
themselves need to have a chance to
express themselves, because they
care deeply about the Movement".

The Supercamp experience con
cluded with study visits to the
League of Red Cross and Red Cres
cent Societies, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, and the
International Museum of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent.

"Bringing all the youth together
reconfirms my absolute conviction
that the work of the Red Cross/Red
Crescent is vital for the world," said

"The 7 Principles"

Humanity
Impartiality
Neutrality

Independence
Voluntary Service

Unity
Universality

action within the Movement and
their commitment to the Principles.

Finally, the SUPERCAMP'89
YOUTH MESSAGE TO THE
WORLD was read in English,
French, Spanish, and Arabic by the
four delegates chosen to represent
the four corners of the world. Repre
sentatives of the United Nations, the
Swiss Confederation, the League of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
and the International Committee of the
Red Cross received the message for
their respective institutions.

"We, the youth, have-been given
an opportunity to show that we are
responsible. It is a chance that does
not come every day", commented
Okadiri Razack of the Benin Red
Cross Society. "There is a spirit here
of confidence that is shared amongst
the youth of the Red Cross and that is
international. I am very optimistic.
We will remember the experience
that we had here in Supercamp and I
think that we will continue with the
same spirit".

Reading the message infour languages
Delegates paraded to the Place des Nations to present their
message to the world
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Radio Transmission Centre in Versoix, Switzerland

SPECIAL REPORT
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development which culminated in
the commissioning of a new ICRC
radio station in December 1974.

Traffic continued to increase as
new delegations had to be opened,
and the equipment used has been
regularly modernized to ensure the
high degree of reliability required by
the ICRC in its humanitarian work.

The infrastructure of the present
ICRC radio and telex telecommuni
cation service includes a transmit
ting and receiving station in Versoix,
near Geneva, which channels most
ofthe traffic. This station is equipped
with five automatic HF transceivers
(10 frequencies each), four direc
tional antennae and one station for
transmitting and receiving on all
wavelengths between 2 and 30MHz.
The radio station at headquarters,

with three transceivers and three di
rectional antennae, maintains direct
links outside normal working hours
and during special operations. The
station is part of the dispatch centre,
which nowmanages annual traffic of
more than 36,000 messages of all
types sent and over 32, 000 received.
The dispatch centre is also equipped
with a phone-patch, which can be
used by an ICRC official at head
quarters to contact any delegation di
rectly over the telephone.

Although, when the ICRC's tele
communications network first
started practically all traffic was sent
by radio-telegraphy (morse), this
type of transmission has now been
replaced by the TOR system, which
is quicker and more reliable and of
fers a teleprinting facility. To some
extent, the system canbe operated by
non-specialized staff, who have been
put through a strict training course at
the institution's headquarters by the
experts of the ICRC Telecommuni
cations Division.

By the beginning of this year, the
network included over 22 stations
world-wide, mainly in Africa, South
America, CentralAmerica, theMiddle
East and Asia. Most of the time, sta
tions are situated inplaces where oper
ating conditions are extremely
difficult, and they sometimes provide
the only means of communication

ICRC headquarters and its delega
tions in the field.

The need for rapid, effective and in
dependent communications between
ICRCheadquarters and its delegations
was already felt during the Second
WorldWar and has continued to grow
ever since.

As a result, atthe time of the 1959
Administrative Radio conference in
Geneva, the ICRC supported a pro
posal by the GermanRed Cross, sub
mitted by anofficial delegation ofthe
Federal Republic of Germany, for
the allocation of special frequencies
for emergency Red Cross radiocom
munications. This proposal event
ually led to the adoption of a
Recommendation (no. 34), as a result
of which, in 1963, the Swiss PTT
granted the ICRC a licence to set up
and operate an independent short
wave radiocommunication network
with the call sign HBC88.

The very first ICRC radio linkwas
inaugurated the same year the
licence was issued between ICRC
headquarters in Geneva and the field
hospital of Uqd in the middle of the
Yemen desert.

In the course of that first year and
in subsequent years, the service was
steadily expanded andmodernized, a
Communicatingfrom thefield in
Mozambique

Telecommunications have come
to play such an important part in

our private and working lives that it
is only when one of the most
common services, such as the tele
phone or telex, is accidentally inter
rupted for any length of time that we
realize just how useful they are.

Under the GenevaConventions of
12 August 1949, the Geneva-based
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) has been made re
sponsible by the international com
munity to bring aid and protection to
the victims of international armed
conflicts. These victims may be the
sick and wounded of armed forces in
the field (First Convention), the
sick, wounded or ship-wrecked of
armed forces at sea (Second Con
vention), prisoners of war (Third
Convention) or civilians (Fourth
Convention).

By its very nature, this work is car
ried out under difficult conditions,
requiring close contact between

TelecommunicatingWith TheWorld



with ICRC headquarters. At times
the stations operate their own local
radio network in the field, with
equipment supplied by the ICRC.
These networks can be set up only
thanks to the co-operation of the na
tional authorities, acting in the spirit
of Resolution No. 10 of WARC-79,
and they are extremely useful to
ICRC delegations in theirmission.
Itmay beworth noting that the en

tire infrastructure of this telecom
munication network was set up by
ICRC staff, who also maintain it.

The radio consoles used by the
Geneva and Versoix stations were in
fact designed, assembled and
equipped by the technicians them
selves, who worked on them when
ever their task of maintaining radio
links with the field left them some
free time.

The HF equipment is 100% inter
nally managed. It includes a total of
some 400 transmitters, including
equipment belonging to the League of
Red Cross and Red Crescent So
cieties, on whose behalf and at whose
request the ICRC telecommunication
experts actintheeventofamajornatu
ral disaster requiring the estab
lishment of a radio link between the
scene of the disaster andGeneva.

A good hundred or so of these
transmitters pass through theICRC's
workshops every year, either for a
thorough technical overhaul when
they are sent out to or brought back
from the field, or for repairs, or for
major technical modifications.

Some 750 VHF transceivers are
used at the same time in most oper
ations, as either fixed, portable or

Radio Transmissionfrom sub-delegation in
Aranyaprathet, Thailand.

mobile stations, the latter being on
board vehicles.

These short-range communication
networks, which are used systemati
cally for security reasons, obviously
account for a significant part of the
work of technicians in the field.

The ICRC's telecommunication
service, which includes radio and
telex as well as telefax and PC over
telephone lines, is run at the institu
tion's headquarters by 12 staffwork
ing as telegraph operators,
electronics engineers, telex operators
and radiotelephone operators.

In conjunction with the League of
Red Cross and Red Crescent So
cieties, the ICRChas alsomade aneffort
to develop radio-communica
tions throughout the International Red
Cross andRedCrescentMovement. In
1971, the two institutions calledonNa
tional Societies to approach their gov
ernments with a view to being
authorized to use "Red Cross frequen
cies". This is now the case for over 40
Societies, mainly inLatinAmericaand
Europe. Someofthemhaveeven setup
and operate their own internal net
work.
As ameans ofensuring the success

of its humanitarian work, the ICRC
has to keep its telecommunication
equipment up to the latest technical
standards. Its departments therefore
keep a close eye on recent develop
ments in telecommunicationtechnol
ogy, including the use of satellites.
For the time being, telecommuni

cation satellites do not appear to offer
any substantial advantages com
pared with short wave services,
which over the last 25 years have
proved to be effective, simple to use,
relatively small and therefore easy to
transport and to install. Even in the
worst conditions, they are reliable
and easy to operate and have the ad
vantage of providing a direct link,
without any intermediaries, from the
field stations to ICRC headquarters.
Lastly, any account of the growth

of the ICRC's radiocommunications
would be incomplete without some
mention of amateur radio operators,
who have often played a vital role in
humanitarian work.

1800m high antenna atEl Boqueron,
El Salvador.

Before concluding, it may be
worth recalling that the ICRC also
has a broadcasting service dating
back to the International HF Broad
casting Conference of Atlantic City
(1947) and Mexico (1948), which
granted the Swiss Confederation
extra broadcasting time for the
ICRC. This service actually depends
on the ICRC Press Division and not
on its Telecommunications Division.
The ICRC uses over 100 hours of
short-wave broadcasting time a year
on programmes about its own acti
vities.

It would be clear from the above
that telecommunications and radio
communications in particular are es
sential to the success of the humani
tarian work undertaken by the Red
Cross. Both the ICRC and the
League of Red Cross and Red Cres
cent Societies feel confident that, in
the future as in the past, they can
count on the effective support of the
International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) and governments in ob
taining the facilities required for the
satisfactory fulfilment of their
mission, in the spirit of Resolution
No. 10ofWARC-79.
e Kurt Ruesch & Gerald C. Cauderay

With special thanks to "Telecommunication
Journal"
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ARMENIA

It Still Hurts

On 7 December 1988 a massive
earthquake left much ofArmenia in
the Soviet Union in ruins. 25,000
people were killed, 15,000 injured
and half a million made homeless.
With the first anniversary of the
Armenian earthquake fast ap
proaching, reports from Armenia
indicate the reconstruction effort
will take a substantial time.

Encho Gospodinov was one ofthe
first journalists to arrive in Armenia
inDecember.He recently returned to
the earthquake zone andfiles thefol
lowing report on the continuing Red
Cross andRed Crescent assistance:

It's a hard 24 hour a day job. Three
shifts each of 8 hours. And at least

six days in a row.
It's 11 am and nurses TheresaEisler

from Canada and Yasue Sawada from
Japan have already been on their feet
for five hours. In the Institute of
Physiotherapy, paralysed patients
have to be turned regularly in their
beds. "Otherwise, there's a danger of
pressure sores'', says Theresa.

Meanwhile, down the road at the
Ani Hotel, physiotherapists Mary
Walsh from Ireland and Dutch nurse
Kate Soenveld are trying to fall
asleep in their rooms. Unsuccess
fully, as it happens since the tempera
ture inside the hotel - -where the
entire 21-strong League Delegation
live - -is hovering above 40"C.

"My first impression was of the
big eyes ofthe patients, full ofhope",
says Kate. "Sadly, some thought we
would 'cure' them and they would
walk again. The reality is that it is
hard, specialised work - both for us
and for them."
The League team of 13 foreign

nurses and 7 physiotherapists--re
cruited through the Red Cross So
cieties of Australia, Canada,
Czechoslovakia, the Federal Repub
lic of Germany, France, Ireland,
Netherlands, Japan, Switzerland and
the United States -- is headed by 44-
year-old Dr Doug Brown from Aus
tralia, and works alongside
Armenian colleagues.

"There are no miracles here", he
comments. "Most of the patients will
spend the rest of their life in a wheel
chair. The challenge is to convince
them that they can still be mobile, do
a great deal for themselves, and live
in the community."

Despite the harshness of such re
ality, one can findjoy in the Institute.
One only had to see Mary Walsh's
face, whenher patient, a youngman,
managed tomove his leg. It was only
a tiny movement and it took Mary
and the patient endless hours ofprac-

tising, but it was progress and hope
for the future.
If you go to "Dom Joumalistov"

onPuskin Street inYerevan, you will
see that 250 days after the earth
quake, the League's Headquarters in
Yerevan is still full of people. It was
9 a.m. and Dr. Johannes Richert, the
League Chief Delegate from the
German Red Cross (Fed) was ready
to start the next round ofnegotiations
with Gosstroy and Gosagroprom,
two Soviet institutions deeply in
volved in the Red Cross projects.

"Part ofmy job here," said Dr Ri
chert who speaks fluent Russian, "is
pure diplomatic work, since we have
to spend hours in discussion with
local authorities. It's a time consum
ing process, but it's inevitable".
For Dr Richert and his team,

which also includes eight repre
sentative of the Soviet andArmenian
Red Cross, the work is more than
daily conferences, it is an ongoing
struggle to find answers to practical
problems.

To highlight the difficulties,
League Construction Delegate Wal
terMeise (54), aWest German archi
tect explained: "The time pressure is
enormous. We have to erect over

Turning paralysedpatients is necessary to preventpressure sores

Model offutureRed Cross
Rehabilitation Centre in Yerevan

yet_deg#q»
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Afew stepsforward under the watchful eye of
American Red Cross nurse Gail Haward

1,000 prefabricated houses in 30 vil
lages but the lack of wood, cement
and steel reinforcement bars make it
difficult to predict completion dates.

"Even if we manage to build our
houses - -and numbers - wise its just
a drop in the bucket,'' added Dr Ri
chert, "local authorities estimate that
at least 40% of the rural population
maynot be inpermanenthousing this
winter".

Even with the erection of these
prefabricated houses provided by the
League and the National Societies of
Bulgaria, the Federal German Re
public, Canada and the United
States, it is important to note that the
Red Cross is not a housing agency.
The biggest part of the reconstruc
tion work will be done by the Soviet
Union and its Republics. In many
places their presence is obvious: new
streets and new neighbourhoods are
mushrooming in Stepanavan and Ki
rovakan. Smiling kids are playing in
front of new houses built by the Bal
tic Republics in the outskirts of Ste
panavan. In fact, the new town will
be entirely rebuilt on the opposite
river bank from the old. A huge
bridge connecting the old and the
new is already completed.

But according to the "Commun
ist", Yerevan's daily newspaper, dur
ing the first half of 1989 only 50% of
the housing programme ofthe Soviet
construction companies was com
pleted.

This is partly due to logistics.
Railcars with reconstruction materi
als for Armenia have been delayed
and are not reaching their destina
tions. The ethnic problems between
Armenia and Azerbaidjanhave been
blamed by Yerevan officials for
these delays but according to Nazik
Manukjan (29) ofGerashen, a small
village not far from Spitak, Armenia
has not been totally forgotten. "I

With a new leg there is hope

don't know what would have hap
pened to us if the foreign rehabilita
tion teams were not here. They are
people with such big hearts. I feel
Gail is as close to me as my sister".
And with that she smiled at Gail
Howard (38) physiotherapist from
Virginia (USA) who arrived in
Armenia on 1 March.

Many residents still have to live in tents and
makeshift housing

There continues to be a great de
mand for wheelchairs. But evenwith
wheelchairs, earthquake survivors
have difficulties getting around as
most of the public buildings and
transport are inaccessible to disabled
people. "It's impossible even to
cross the street in some places",
said an Armenian nurse.

That is why some of the League's
nurses have had to go to Spitak to
show their patients how to move
around in the small houses built by
the Italian Civil Defence. They have
also recommended that the prefabri
cated houses being brought in by the
Red Cross be modified to ensure that
the disabled can easily gain access,
cook and go to the toilet.

A major project still ahead is the
building of a Red Cross Rehabilita
tion Centre in Yerevan for spinal in
jury victims and amputees. Though
the beginning of construction for the
80 plus bed facility (with a further 56
beds for outpatients) is still some
months away, architectural plans are
proceeding on schedule.

250 days after the earthquake and
she still hasn't changed her chair. At
the peak ofthe crisis when thousands

The Federal Republic ofGermany Red Cross hospital in
Stepanavan -182 babies have been born here since January 89

Construction of the Norwegian Red Cross hospital in Spitak
approaches completion



Armenia:
Rehabilitation Highlights

International Medical
Programme:

International teamofdoctors, nurses
and physiotherapists - working with
Soviet colleagues - provide immediate
assistance to spinalinjuryvictimsandto
amputees.

Red Cross Rehabilitation Centre:
A 60-bed unit for paraplegic and

quadraplegicpatients, plus 20beds for
amputees and 56 for outpatients to be
constructed inYerevan.

Medical Training Programme:
10 Soviet doctors and 60 nurses

are being trained in rehabilitation
techniques.

Prosthetic Workshop:
As part of the Rehabilitation

Centre a modern workshop will be
set up with trained local technicians
to manufacture prosthetic and or
thotic devices.

Emergency Housing Project:
Over 1,000prefabricatedRedCross

houses to be erected in 30 remote vil
lages before the startofthewinter.

Hospitals and Schools:
In addition to hospitals in Stepa

navan and Spitak built by the Ger
man (Fed) and Norwegian Red
Cross societies, a number ofmedical
centres, schools and kindergartens
willbe built.

Disaster Preparedness:
Training will be given to the local

Red Cross rescue teamand the emer
gency response system of the Arme
nian Red Cross will be strengthened.
A new warehouse will be built and
the computerised Tracing Centre
strengthened.

A Soviet lorry in the Netherlands being
loaded with League houses for transport
ation to Armenia

of people were missing, Susana Sa
rafian, 23, a computer-programmer
fromYerevan started working for the
ArmenianRedCrossTracing Centre.
Now she has collected and stored in
her computer diskettes some 50,000
personal tragedies.

"More than 90% of the missing
were identified" she states emphati
cally. "Some are dead, some are alive
... but 300 are still missing. What is
the most surprising? Many people
have come to us asking for their rela
tives. And too often we have to tell
them the hard truth: 'Your father is
dead'.

"You would expect these people to
burst into tears, but just the opposite
happens. They are relieved to know
exactly where a father or a mother or
a sister is buried. It's a strong local
tradition to bury the dead according
to old beliefs. And if we don't have
any information, then they are again
full of hope - he or shemight be alive
- somehow, somewhere."

Alexei Tiuliandin is Deputy
Chairman of the Soviet Red Cross.
"We learned areal lesson lastDecem
ber", he states. "The lesson was 'Be
Prepared'. Therefore we are now
changing both our disaster prepared
ness policy and the structure of our
local Society".

Following the Armenian earth
quake, a Pan-Soviet Rescue Centre
was established in Leningrad. In the
future it will coordinate the work of
local rescue squads in the different
Republic of the USSR.

Throughout the country the Soviet
Red Cross has started forming
groups of first aiders for resuce acti
vities. Warehouses are also being
stocked with appropriate disaster
supplies and equipment. The Council
ofMinisters inMoscow is to approve
a new regulation enabling all rescue.
teammembers to be freed from their
jobs in an emergency and to provide
planes, trucks and other means of
transportation.

Susana Sarafian of the Red Cross Tracing
Centre, searching for the missing - 50,000
listed and300 still missing

From his hospital bed, Leninakan
resident Hanum (53) summed it all
up: "The Red Cross has provided
wonderful care for those of us here.
Let's hope that with lessons learned
from this earthquake, the Red Cross
can also ensure that with proper pre
paredness not so many people will
end up injured in future disasters."

•
Hurricane Hugo

Hits Hard
In mid-September Hurricane

Hugo, the most damaging storm of
the Americas in thirty years created
a swarth ofdestruction beginning in
Guadeloupe in the southern Carib
bean, going northwesterly through
the British and US Virgin Islands,
then striking Puerto Rico and fi
nally hitting the Carolina coast of
the United States.

Damage has been estimated at
over US $1,000,000,000. Numer
ous Red Cross National Societies
were involved in providing assist
ance. Fund raising drives to help the
hurricane victims are underway
with the largest drive being the US$
42 million drive of the American
Red Cross. A full report of Red
Cross emergency operations will be
reported in the next issue of RED
CROSS, RED CRESCENT.
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BOLIVIA

Transforming Lethargy into
Action

involve communities as participants
rather than mere recipients of assis
tance. The result was the National
Development Plan of 1984. Accord
ing to Dr AGaston Ponce Caballero,
President of the BRC, the National
Development Plan is a successful de
sign for development. As a measure
of its merit, Dr Ponce points out that
the League recommended that the
BRC formula be copied by other Red
Cross Societies working in Latin
America.

Designing an appropriate, na
tional plan for a country as diverse as
Bolivia was no small challenge.
Bolivia is a land of great drama and
beauty, ranging from its snow-capped
Andes dominating the vast Altiplano
landscape andmagnificentLake Titi
caca along the shores of which col
ourful Ayamara Indian farmers eke
out a living on the cold dry 4,000
meter high plateau, to Amazonian
jungles, hostile chaco and lush low
land valleys.

The lowlands are populated pri
marily by people ofmixedEuropean
Indian blood who are being joined
daily by settlers. Diversity charac
terises the people, languages, cul
tures and climates of this landlocked
country, approximately the size of
California and Texas combined.
Lack oftransportation and communi
cation facilities helps maintain these
differences.

The dramatic scenery of Bolivia
tends to mask other dramatic images:
unemployment, illiteracy, a declining
grossnationalproductpercapita, com
plications of the illicit drug trade, and
an urban population growing at the
rate of 5.6 percent annually. Only 49
percent of the total population (and
14 percent of the rural population)
has access to potable water. Only 63
percent of the people has access to
health services. Bolivia has the

It was a grim report on the basic
health of the Bolivian Red Cross.

In 1978 the League of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies
released the report of the evaluators
who visited Bolivia, concluding
that the BRC had become derailed
and ineffective.

Specifically, the report charged
that the BRC "is in a state of lethargy;
it does not sponsor major, effective
activities; its development work is at
best local. For a series of regrettable
circumstances theBRC has been los
ing its financial resources; its rights
have been encroached upon, its pro
priety alienated and membership
reduced."

Rising to the challenge to change,
the BRC is rapidly spanning the
chasm between lethargy and appro
priate action. "To serve is the first
love", explains Ana Maria T. de
Landivar, Secretary of the Santa
Cruz Branch of the BRC. She and
other volunteers spend long hours at
the Hogar Fatima orphanage helping
to care for 120 abandoned children.
Ana is among the diverse and

growing ranks of some 5,000 dy
namic, dedicated Red Cross volun
teers who are making a difference in
the daily lives of the people. As they
give of their time and talent, these
volunteers carry the new National
Development Plan into action.

Starting in 1983 the national di
rectors of the BRC conducted a first
time analysis of the social, economic
and health conditions in each of the
nine departments of Bolivia. With
the support and funding assistance of
the SwedishRedCross, theBRCwas
able to design and implement a
uniquely Bolivian program. Incor
porating new knowledge with past
experience, theBRC sought to create
a plan that would identify Bolivian
needs and build programs that would

I

Dentistry student and Red Cross volunteer,
Jose Padilla, extracts tooth ofTaucachi
villager

3&%.
Villagers ofTaucachi, Murillo at an outdoor
meeting concerning the use oforal rehydra
tion solution (0RS)

Irminia de Torrico (right) and a member of
the "Corazones de Cobre" (hot copper)
Mothers' Club removefreshly baked bread
from the oven -- project assures women ofa
moderately-priced source ofnutritionally
balancedfresh bread



highest Under-Five Mortality rate in
all the Americas.
As recently as 1985, Bolivia suf

fered a period of inflation which
peaked at an annual rate of2,400per
cent. Painful economic reforms have
reduced inflation to below 10 per
cent. The nation now has a balanced
budget and the Government is work
ing to reduce the national debt.

However, the cost of reform has
been a decline in social spending as
the Government sought to lower the
debt. Between 1972 and 1986, ex
penditures on education fell from
31. 3 percent to 11.6 percent ofthe na
tional budget. At the same time, ex-
penditures on health plummeted
from 6.3 percent to 1.4 percent of the
budget.

Today, the Bolivian Red Cross
staff and volunteers are enthusiasti
cally implementing the National De
velopment Plan with activities in
four areas: 1) Medico-Social; 2) So
cial Welfare and Voluntary Service;
3) Disaster Relief; and 4) Youth.
Key to the Community Integration

program of the Medico-Social De
partment are the first aid posts. From
highlands to lowlands, first aid post
volunteers like Carlos Marques are
serving their communities as first aid
attendants who help to bring new
ideas for improved health, nutrition,
sanitation and community develop
ment to poor villagers.

Twelve years ago, Carlos was in
vited by DrMercedez Villena, Head
of the National Medico-Social De
partment, to participate in a five
month basic health care course in
La Paz. On completion, Carlos re
turned to Totorani, his rural Altipla
no village of 270 people. Working
with materials supplied by the
BRC, Carlos and the Ayamara far
mers of Totorani repaired an aban
doned former hacienda house
which they opened as the first BRC
first aid post.

Carlos speaks with modest pride
of the accomplishments of his com
munity. From the beginning, "people
were very enthusiastic to have a
medical post and to start activities.
Working with volunteer community

labour and supplies from the BRC,
we've brought potable water from
the mountains to taps outside every
house in Totorani. Each family now
has one or two simple pit latrines
built with community labour and as
sistance of the Red Cross. Today we
have no problems. Cases of diar
rhoea are less now because women
know more about sanitation. We
have no tuberculosis; only bad
colds."

Traveling on a Red Cross motor
cycle, Carlos visits nearby com
munities, trying to extend health
post services to a wider population
of 2,700. Here the average family
has seven children. "Since we have
the only health post in the area, we
help as much as we can", explains
Carlos.

RedCross volunteers fromLaPaz
assist the Totarani first aid post.
Travelling two hours over dirt roads
winding along the edge of the Alti
plano, they bring information on
breast feeding, the preparation of
weaning foods and improved nutri
tion as well as dental hygiene and
health services to augment the work
ofvillage volunteers.

Traditionally, communities of the
Altiplano are dependent on the potato
harvest for most of nutritional intake.
Now, with the support brought by the
Red Cross, each family of Totorani
has a vegetable garden yielding let
tuce, onions, carrots, cabbage, cauli
flower andbeets. "It is the only source
of incomehere", explains Carlos as he
stresses the importance of gardening
for improved family nutrition as well
as income generation.

Most active among the branches
is theBRC ofSanta Cruz, founded in
1933. Some200volunteerscarryout
a broad range of activities: assisting
prisoners, providing health services
including those of a tuberculosis
clinic and laboratory, establishing
pre-school groups, caring for or
phans. To visit the Hogar Fatima or
phanage with volunteers like Ana F
de Roig, President of the Santa Cruz
branch, is to witness a wonderful
example ofRed Cross caring and af
fection being offered to abandoned
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La Paz Branch Youth volunteers play with
some50 children who live in the WomensRe
habilitation Centre (prison) where their mo
thers are serving time (mostly for theft or
murder). Children leaveprison grounds to at
tend local schools but return each day to be
with their mothers.

BOLIVIA
Facts & Figures
Government: Republic
Area: 1,098,581 km2 (twice the
size ofFrance)
Climate: varies dramatically from
tropical highland climate (on the
3,000-4,000mAltiplano) to
humid equatorial lowlands
Religion: Catholic
Languages: Spanish (official);
Ayamara and Quecha
Population: 7 million (70% live
on the Altiplano and 53% are
Indian)
Annual Population Growth:
2.7%
Infant Mortality Rate: 167 per
1000
Literarcy Rate: 75%
Education Rate: 79% (children
from6to 11 years)
Life Expectancy: 54 years
Medical: One doctor per 2,000
Principal exports: petroleum,
natural gas, tin, lead, silver,
coffee, sugar, cotton. Illegal
export: coca leaves, cocaine.

Bolivian Red Cross In Brief
Founded in 1917
Structure: One National Board;
nine branches, eachbranchwith a
board
MainActivites:
Medical-FirstAid
Social Welfare
Disaster Relief
Voluntary Service
*Youth
Blood (under development)
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BOLIVIA
First Aid in the Andes
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Anti-drugpamphlets are colourful and well illustrated

tive drugs. 1.6 percent had become
addicts.

"YouthAgainstDrugs" is an image
projected by the BRC Youth Depart
ment on television, in pamphlets,
through youth programs and any
other means they can find to spread
the message that "drugs kill". This
work is done in cooperation with
other international agencies includ
ing UNICEF, World Health Organiz
ation, Pan American Health
Organization, andUSAID.
In addition to the war on drugs, the

major challenge for the 1990s is the
development of a national blood
bank with safe, quality controlled,
blood. DrFranklinAlcaraz, a special
ist inhematology, explains that "most
blood received by patients comes
from private blood banks. These
banks do notmake any kind ofexam
ination for infections such as syphilis
or hepatitis, let alone AIDS".
At present, the BRC has signed an

agreementwith the BolivianGovern
ment and the Pan American Health
Organization to develop a national
blood bank that would provide
quality controlledblood. To cover the
cost of the program, the Social Se
curity Bureau along with other gov
ernmental help would pay the BRC
for its services and assist in distribut
ing the blood to hospitals. Plans are
scheduled to commence blood bank
activities during 1990 in La Paz. As
Dr Alcaraz sees it, " we know it will
be very difficult because giving
blood is not a tradition in Bolivia. We
intend to have a donor club...an al
truistic club because the donors will
not be paid".

Will these challenges be too great
for the Bolivian Red Cross? Not as
the staff and volunteers see it. As the
Red Cross in Bolivia comes of age, it
finds new energy. As the BRC con
tinues to develop strategies for social
mobilization, it finds its volunteers
bringing miracles into the daily lives
of the people. Not all miracles are
large. But each one counts. And each
volunteer adds up to a revitalised
BolivianRed Cross Society.

• Carolyn WATSON

PROGRAM A
DE PREVENCION DEL
CONSUMO INDEBIDO

DE DROGAS

OCRUZROJA
BOLIVIAN

drought relief on the Altiplano to
flood conditions in the Beni and
Santa Cruz areas where the BRC
keeps two boats equipped for emer
gencies. Mountain rescue units
known as "Andeanists" are prepared
to scale icy Andean inclines reach
ingto 7,000meters. Many oftheAn
deanists remember participating in
the rescue efforts following the ill
fated flight of the Eastern Airlines
plane which crashed into the Andes
enroute to La Paz in 1985.

With the redevelopment of the
Bolivian Red Cross, the Youth De
partment has taken on a new vitality

to become the fastest growing corps
ofvolunteers. Speaking ofyouth, Dr
Ponce believes that "youth is for us
the seed. This seed, if we farm
properly, will grow up with a spirit
and philosophy of theRed Cross and
we will have a source of human re
sources for the work of the Red
Cross in Bolivia."
Having worked for the Red Cross

for 12 years, Dr Alcaraz is well pre
pared to head the Youth Department
as it tackles the battle against drugs
and alcohol abuse in Bolivia. Inter
national experience has shown that
drug producingnationsbecomedrug
consumers, sooner or later. Already
abuse is becoming a national pro
gram, especially in major cities.Re
search conducted by Dr Alcaraz
during 1986 showed that 42 percent
of La Paz youngsters between the
ages of 10 and25 had sampled addic

end, the BRC of Santa Cruz has es
tablished 17 Mothers' Clubs.
Through the clubs, milk, donated
from the European Economic Com
munity via the League, is distributed
to needy families.
Used clothing from Europe and

NorthAmerica is sold to families for a
small fee and the income is used to
support club activities. Participating
mothers learn income generating
skills, improved nutrition, the cultiva
tionofkitchengardens and the import
ance of basic health care. As a part of
their involvement they may also im
prove their reading andwriting skills.
Being prepared for emergency re

lief is a tall order in Bolivia. To meet
the wide range ofdisasters occurring
each year, the Bolivian Red Cross
Disaster Relief Department has
trained at least 5,300 disaster volun
teers. Disaster operations range from

children who excitedly extend their
arms to volunteers for hugs and
kisses.

In the words of one volunteer, "it
is sad to see children without par
ents. The most they need is love.
When we first came here, the child
ren did not know how to smile. They
used to die...one or two eachmonth.
Now they are in good health and do
not need to go to the hospital".

Themajority ofSantaCruz volun
teers are involved in community de
velopment activities aiming to
empower women to improve the
lives of their families. Toward this
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FOOD FOR AN ECONOMIC DISASTER

S ince May of this year, Mrs Santa
has been getting up very early in

the mornings. Besides her duties as a
housewife, she runs a free-meal ser
vice with her neighbour, Mrs Irma.
The meals they prepare are for the
needy of her neighbourhood, "El
Marilo", in the township ofMoreno,
part of Metropolitan Buenos Aires.
At eight o'clock in the morning, the
children arrive for breakfast - a glass
of hot milk. It is prepared, like the
othermeals, in the big pot, an oldbar
rel cut in half, and placed on a wood
fire on the patio of Mrs Santa's
house. The mornings are cold in sou
thern winters and many children are
insufficiently dressed for the cold
and the rain. But even so, they come
to the house ofMrs Santa, or "Chicha"
as everyone calls her. It is their only
way ofgetting ameal.

At midday, Mrs Santa and Mrs
Irma serve a hot meal to some 250
people. The economic crisis which
has hit the country has left most of
their neighbours without work and
therefore without money.

In the afternoon, after school, the
children come back to Mrs Santa's

house for an afternoon snack, a glass
of rice withmilk. Mrs Santa andMrs
Irma can count on the support of the
Argentine Red Cross (ARC). The
volunteers of the Moreno Branch
come once a week to deliver pow
dered milk, rice and com flour.
Without that help, the free-meal ser
vice could not function.

"The problems in our township
are so enormous that the municipal
programmes are not enough", says
Maria Teresa Gomez, President of
theMoreno Branch, "and that is why
the Red Cross has to help. In our
township, there are more than 100
free-meal services or refectories.
We try to direct our limited resources
to the poorest neighbourhoods and
the ones which receive the least from
other sources".

Ruben Diaz, a 22-year-old Red
Cross volunteer, when asked, ex
presses the reason why he and so
many others give of their time and
enthusiasm. "Our reward is in the
eyes of the children. Their eyes show
gratitude and hope when they re
ceive the rice andmilk."

The tragic paradox of the meal
programme is clearly shown in the
residential development of "La Ca
tona", a neighbourhood of newly
constructed buildings, surrounded
by a "villamiseria" (town ofmisery),
the popular name Argentinians give
to marginal neighbourhoods. What a
strange sight to see 800 children lin
ing up to receive their snack right
across the street from the modem
buildings.

These buildings give an impress
ion of prosperity which no longer
exists. The 1,300 persons receiving a
free lunch there can attest to that.
Here, as in other working-class
neighbourhoods, unemploymenthas
turned the lives of families upside

Delivering supplies to the neighbourhoods

Mrs Santa's bigpot

down, forcing them into a poverty
they had never before experienced.

"The number ofpoor people in the
country is estimated at more than 8
million", explains Eduardo Poveda,
National ReliefDirector of the ARC,
"and the number offree-meal service
centres and refectories is approxi
mately 50,000. Obviously, in this
situation the Red Cross operation
canonly compliment governmentef
forts. However, it is obvious that in
itiatives such as ours are essential."

"We are distributing some 400
tons of food a month", says ARC
President, Dr Susana Ciaccio de
Alonso. "Thanks to the support we
receive from sister societies and the
European Economic Community, in
response to the international appeal
we launched with the League, we are
able to carry out an operation of this
size." "Operation Solidarity", as the
project is called, has been estab
lished in twelve branches throughout
the country.

• HansBAECHLI
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In addition, as of September, ap
proximately one thousandBulgarian
Muslims per day have been re-cross
ing the border back into Bulgaria to
return to their original villages. The
humanitarian work of both the Bul
garian and Turkish National So
cieties will continue until there is a
resolution of the situation.

• Encho GOSPODINOV
Clarissa STAREY
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Turkish Red Crescent distributingfood at Turkish Rail Station

Bulgarian Red Cross First Aid Post near the border crossing to Turkey
in the Burgas District

of this help were mothers with tired
childrenwho spent thenight sleeping
in tents set up at the First Aid Posts.

Since June over 300,000 Bulga
rian Muslims have crossed the bor
der into Turkey where the Turkish
Red Crescent Society met them and
provided first aid, food and shelter.
Due to various difficulties, not all
Bulgarian Muslims were able to
cross the border and had to return
back the routes they came.
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Bulgarian nurse provides help to tired child

As soon as the mass exodus of
Bulgarian Muslims into Turkey

began last June, the Bulgarian Red
Cross set up six FirstAidPosts. They
were located close to the check
points in the Haskovo and Burgas
districts along E80, the international
highway which runs from the Bulga
rian-Yugoslav border to the Turkish
border.

Due to the large number of emi
grants, the First Aid Posts were
quickly increased to 30. Red Cross
doctors, nurses and volunteers
worked around the clock providing
medical assistance, shelter, blankets,
and refreshments to people crossing
the border. Particularly appreciative
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BULGARIA

Muslim Emigration

IRANIAN RED CRESCENT ASSISTS
KHOMEINI MOURNERS

USSRAPPROVES
The Supreme Soviet of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics (U.S.S.R.) approved the ratifi
cation of the two Protocols
additional to the Geneva Conven
tions in August, without making
any reservation or declaration of
interpretation.

The two Protocols of 1977
strengthen the protection of vic
tims ofinternational andnon-inter
national armed conflicts. Their
ratification by the U.S.S.R. will
bring the total number of States
party to Protocol I to 86 and those
party to Protocol II to 76.

During the forty days ofmourn
ing following the death of Imam
Khomeini the Iranian Red Cres
cent Society provided relief assist
ance to the millions of mourners
and pilgrims in Tehran and other
Iranian cities.

On the fortieth and last day of
mourning, which was the culmi
nation of demonstrations of grief,
the Red Crescent set up 2 field
hospitals with 200 beds plus 43
clinics. Staffing the operation
were 59 doctors and 110 nurses
from the ministry of health plus

344 relief workers from the
Society.

An additional 700 relief workers
provided transport and other ser
vices with the assistance of 195 am
bulances and 2 helicopters. Relief
assistance included the setting up of
2,230 tents for 23,000 pilgrims plus
the coordination ofvarious facilities
(schools, mosques, and sport cen
tres) for an additional 250,000
mourners. Due to the heat and the
distraught nature of the mourners,
there were over 6,500 requests for
medical assistance.
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HEALTH

Towards SaferMotherhood
Motherhood creates such warm

and comforting images among
most people. The serenity of preg
nancy, happy, healthy babies and the
comfort and caring of loved ones
standing by to help weather any
storm. But formanymothers the pic
ture is very different. For these
women, the act of giving birth pres
ents a risk of permanent injury, and
even death.

Take the example ofFatia- thename
is not important because the sequence
of events she faces is repeated with
such monotonous regularity around
the world. The problems start event
before she is born. Fatia's mother had
problems in pregnancy because she
had already had toomany pregnancies
too close together, and her body was
simply exhausted.

As a result, Fatia was born small
and weak. During childhood Fatia
was often ill and she grew up mal
nourished. She was always last in
line at mealtimes with her father's
and brothers' needs taking priority.
This preventedherpelvic bones from
growing properly. They would never
be big enough to allow the easy pas
sage of a baby's head. Lack of food
also meant that when was anaemic
("weak" blood) and would not be
able to cope with the increased de
mands that pregnancy would make
on her fragile body.
Fatia's problems continue as she

grows older. Her parents decidednot
to send her to school because the
limited educational opportunities are
reserved for the boys. Fatia has no
say in the matter. She lives in a so
ciety where others take all the deci
sions about her life and at 14 years
old, a decision is taken which will
have enormous repercussions on her
life. She is married off and is soon
expecting her first child.

Unhappy Pregnancy
How does her story unfold from

here? As with many of her sisters in

developing countries, she is sur
rounded by poverty and cultural in
fluences that place little value on her
apart from her role in producing
meals and babies. She faces a preg
nancy without any trained person to
look after her and with little chance
of obtaining any skilled help when
"emergencies" arise. During her
pregnancy, she is expected to carry
out hard physical labour and to con-

Healthy mothers usually bringforth healthy
children which makesfor happyfamilies

tinue to satisfy the needs of her par
ents and husband.

Fatianot only has a child too early
in life, she has the next one too soon,
and she continues to have children

Regular examinationsfor all
women duringpregnancy are a
must ifthe goal ofhalving the
present toll of500,000 maternal
deathsperyear is to be achieved

until she is too old. Thus she runs the
gauntlet of death or permanent dis
ability as a result of either an ob
structed labour, when the baby's
head is too large to pass through the
pelvic bones of the birth canal; ex
cessive bleeding when there are no
facilities to either prevent the bleed
ing or replace the blood; an infection
which is not treated; other complica
tions of pregnancy; or an illegal
abortion.

Most of these problems could be
prevented, but when they occur they
do require medical care. Poor
women like Fatia know that the help
they need is either unavailable or that
there is too little money to pay for
either the services or the transport
needed to reach them.

The problems of the non-rich,
non-men are far down the list ofmost
decision-makers' priorities, yet sav
ing women's lives would have enor
mous benefits for families and
communities.

This is not a new problem -- it is
just a very neglected one. It is only
recently that accurate statistics have
been made available and they show
just how big the problem is. Hun
dreds of thousands of women die
during pregnancy and childbirth
every year andmillions suffer for the
rest of their lives. Some "only" have
to contend with pain; others will
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become social outcasts because they
smell of stale urine as a result of a
hole or fistula, between their bladder
and their vagina caused by-pro
longed and obstructed labour. The
list of long-term problems is seem
ingly endless. For some of those who
do survive, death might have been
preferable.

Nearly all of these deaths and dis
abilities take place in developing
countries. In developed countries,
one woman dies for every 4,000 
10,000 successful pregnancies
whereas in developing countries the
risk is 200 times higher, with a
woman dying every 20-50 pregnan
cies. But while inequality among the
world's children has caused much
concern and constructive action by
governments, intergovernmental or
ganisations and nongovernmental
organisations alike, relatively little
attention has been paid to the prob
lems of women's health. Why has
the "maternal" component ofMater
nal and Child Health been neglected
and what needs to be done?

The need for action
Because the causes of these un

necessary maternal deaths are many
and different, our responses will
similarly need to bemany and differ
ent. Improving the status of women

TheRedCross andRed
Crescent Societies in
variouspart ofthe world
operatefamilyplanning
centres andmedical
clinics where expecting
mothers may receive
assistance. More are
needed.

and girls and empowering them to be
involved in the decisions which af
fect their lives would be a start; im
proving their access to education and
employment, and improving the
health and nutrition of girls and
women would also help.

We should also ensure that
women have access to family plan
ning services and, when necessary,
clinical abortions. Every woman
should be able to take advantage of
the services of a trained preg
nancy/birth attendant, with addi
tional assistance for those who need
it. This will require that transport is
available so that those who need to
will be able to reach a hospital.

Yes, it sounds like a lot but it
would cost a mere pittance of the
amount of money that is spent on a
variety ofmachines ofwar. Prevent
ing these deaths would have enor
mous benefits for families and
communities in which women are
often the cornerstone. However,
money is not all that is needed. Per
haps, of even greater importance is
the commitment to do what needs to
be done.

Red Cross involvement
The Red Cross/RedCrescent is al

ready concerned and involved. It has
been developing policy on women

and development, with a major res
olution at the 1987 General Assem
bly on this subject. It is also working
on primary health care programmes
which will benefit girls and women
as much as boys and men, and train
ing Traditional Birth Attendants (or
perhaps better called "Trained
Pregnancy Attendants").

There is also training of other
health workers (for example mid
wives), as well as the collecting and
distribution of the blood that is so
often a matter of life or death for
women in pregnancy and childbirth.
In fact, almost all the health services
for which the Red Cross/Red Cres
cent Movement is collecting and
channelling funds will positively ef
fect the outcome of pregnancy and
childbirth..

There are also opportunities for
the Movement to do more, and to do
what we are doing a little better. "We
should also be getting more angry",
observes Dr BruceDick, Head of the
League's Health Department. "We
should be making a loud noise about
this inexcusably neglected problem.

"We shouldbemakingpeoplemore
aware of this tragedy, of the injustices
and inequalities that lie at its roots and
of the need to do something NOW to
stop this constant undermining of
women, their families and their com
munities. We are a very powerful
Federation when we want to be. We
can have a big influence on how other
people thinkand what they do."

The image of a mother dying in
the act of creation - from infection,
from bleeding or from some other
preventable cause - is an image that
enflames the heart and goad society
into action. It is therefore hoped that
by adding the effort of the Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement to the
increasingly strong international
commitment of the Save Mother
hood Initiative*, the world will be
able to halt this Solferino of the
twentieth century.

The SafeMotherhoodInitiative is a global
effort to halve the present toll of 500,000
maternal deaths each year by the end of the
century.

• DianaG. Smith
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First Aid Competition

1175 pts
1173 pts
1151 pts
1106pts
1099 pts
1060 pts
1033 pts
1031 pts
1024 pts
1001 pts
989 pts
981 pts
968 pts
903 pts
866pts
775 pts

Third European
First Aid Competition 1989

1. Austria
2.France
3. Belgium
4. Netherlands
5. Germany (Fed)
6. United Kingdom
7. Spain
8. Eire
9.Norway

10. Sweden
11. Finland
12. Hungary
13. Soviet Union
14. Italy
15. Denmark
16. Switzerland

Attending the day's event was
Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands.
Shemet with representatives from all
the participating teams and was
briefed on the various aspects of first
aid.

At2 o 'clock in the afternoon the
results were made known through a
spectacular laser-projection at
the Big church. The winning team is
Austria. Next year's competition is
scheduled for Vichy, France.

Teams compete as
judges and Queen
Beatrix (wearing yel
low dress) observe

~
7jni'988 \lesingtadNzarden

Naarden, a fortified town in the
heart of the Netherlands, on 17

June was the site of the 3rd European
FirstAid Competition. SixteenEuro
pean Red Cross First Aid teams
compteted in three simulated ca
sualty situations: a fall during a cycle
race, a pop concert that gets out of
hand and a fatal barbecue on the
beach.

EUROPE

Concurrent with the competition
were presentations and demonstra
tions throughout the town. Quite
spectacular was the rescue-and-aid
action by the German Red Cross
Wasserwacht (Water Watch), the
German Air Rescue and the Nether
lands Red Cross which simulated the
flood disaster of 1953 in the fortress'
moat. At another site theBelgianRed
Cross demonstrated first aid at a seri
ous traffic accident.

World AIDS Day - 1 December
On 1 December, concerned

people throughout the world will
speak with one voice againstAIDS.
World AIDS Day is talking about
HIV infection and AIDS, caring for
people with HIV infection and
AIDS and learning about AIDS to
sustain and reinforce the global ef
fort to stop its spread.

The World Health Organization
estimates that 5 to 10 million per
sons worldwide were infected with
HIV as of 1988. About 375,000 of
these cases had developed into

AIDS, less than half of which
(177,965 cases) have so far been re
ported to WHO. With no cure or

vaccine available for at least an
other five years, the only hope for
containing this epidemic lies in in
forming and educating people

about how AIDS is spread and not
spread, the untold suffering it cre
ates and the need to treat those in
fected with HIV with compassion
and repect.

Red Cross and Red Crescent Na
tional Societies around the world
will observe World AIDS Day with
various events including public
awareness events, technical meet
ings and media campaigns for both
AIDS prevention and the promo
tion of respect and care for people
with AIDS andHIV infection.
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Handicapped Children && Adults with
appliances made in Red Cross Orthopaedic
Centre in Kampala

tempted to reactivate the centre, but
the projectwas abandoned as a private
organization was interested in taking
over. However, a year later, it was ob
vious to the Red Cross that there was
still a need for orthopaedic care.

The centre reopens
The ICRC therefore took up the

matter again and contacted the Brit
ish Red Cross, which immediately
showed great interest in reviving the
centre. Within a few months, plans
and financing had been established.
The premises were put in order, ma
chines were repaired and new ac
quisitions added. The centre started
operations in November 1988 under
the technical supervision of an ICRC
orthopaedist who was responsible
for setting up the centre, giving tech
nical advice and training Ugandan
personnel.

The centre is run by two pros
thetic and orthotic specialists from
the British National Society
together with a technician from the
Italian AVSI. In addition there are
some 70 local employees, who are
receiving technical training so that
they can continue production after
the departure of the expatriates.

An agreement signed on 4 July
1988 with the Ugandan Red Cross
and the Ministry ofHealth covers the
technical aspects of the project and
the division of labour. The Ugandan
Red Cross Society is responsible for
registering new patients and trans
port. Although access from the north
is still difficult for security reasons,
patients come to the centre from

the help ofProfessor R. L. Huckstep,
an orthopaedic surgeon, launched a
project for polio victims. It was
unique in that it supported local
manufacture of simple, inexpensive
devices, using locally available ma
terials. This idea was rather surpris
ing in the 1960s as it was normal
practice at that time to import ortho
paedic appliances fromEurope. As a
result there were often long-term
maintenance and repair problems".

Adapting techniques to
local conditions

Professor Huckstep's principles
were applied by the ICRC when it
opened its first orthopaedic centre
for war victims in Yemen in the early
1970s. Following World War II the
one legged wooden stump or the box
on wheels for people who had their
lower limbs amputated had disap
peared fromEurope and had been re
placed by more sophisticated
devices. But in developing countries
the situationremained the same owing
to the lack of appropriate techniques
and financial resources.

It is evident that orthopaedic tech
niques should be adapted to the liv
ing conditions of the handicapped
and to local resources. Excellent arti
ficial limbs can be made of wood,
leather and metals found within a
country, thereby avoiding the costly
import of plastics which are also dif
ficult to repair. One prime example is
the rubber foot manufactured in
Zimbabwe. This foot, when attached
to an artificial limb, enables an am
putee accustomed to walking bare
foot, as is often the custom inAfrica,
to walk easily.

InUganda, the national centre op
ened some twenty years ago inKam
pala had, for reasons related to the
internal difficulties of the country,
gradually fallen into disuse. In 1986,
the ICRC and the Red Cross of the
Federal Republic of Germany at-
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An orthopaedic workshop has
been in operation in Kampala

for just over a year now. It is a joint
project run by the British Red
Cross, the International Committee
of the Red Cross and the Italian Vo
luntary Association for Internatio
nal Service (AVSI), in
cooperation with the Ugandan
Red Cross and the Ugandan Min
istry of Health.

"In Uganda the number of handi
capped people is amongst thehighest
in Africa", says Joop Gehrels, the
Dutch prosthetic technician who
works for the ICRC, "and the needs
are enormous". Indeed, security
problems due to the conflict situation
prevent the undertaking ofmass im
munization campaigns in some re
gions, leaving the way open to
outbreaks of epidemics. Children are
particularlyhardhit for theyoftencon
tract diseases such as poliomyelitis,
with dramatic consequences. Because
of the protracted nature of the conflict,
there are alsomanywarwoundedwho
are left permanently handicapped or
have undergone amputation and con
sequently need artificial limbs which
in the past were difficult to obtain
within the country.

"The idea of opening an ortho
paedic workshop is a long-standing
one", Joop goes on to say. "Already
in 1960, a British organization, with

Using modern equipment, trained Ugandan
technicians produce prosthetic appliances
for 50 handicappedpersonspermonth.

Hope For The Handicapped



29

r
Cross and Red Crescent

Guidelines

Socia l Welfare Work

•
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and Books

GUIDELINES FOR RED
CROSS AND RED CRESCENT
SOCIALWELFARE WORK IN
DISASTERS is a practical guide
for National Societies, as developed
at the Round Table held in Madrid,
Spain in 1988, inwhich some twelve
National Societies and colleagues
from the Central Tracing Agency
(CTA) of the International Commit
tee (ICRC), the Henry Dunant In- •
stitute (HDI)
and the League
Secretariat
took part.

Guidelines
are based on
the premise
that in times of
disasters there
are more needs
than search and
rescue and
basicmedical. The emotional shock
of disaster, the death or injury of
family members, the separation of
families, the lack of news, changes
in living accomodation, hardship
frommaterial losses, physical han
dicaps resulting from injury, and
the loss of income or employment,
etc. all may create problems and af
fect the ability of an individual or
family to recover.

Guidelines is intended to be arefer
ence document for planning and im
plementing social welfare
programmes in times ofdisaster and is
intended for the use of both Red
Cross/Red Crescent social workers as
well as for social welfare personnel of
government and non governmental
organizations that are involved in such
situations.

Copies are available from the
League, P.O. Box 372, 1211 Geneva
19, Switzerland.

Films and
Videos

CARING ABOUT AIDS: THE
COMMON GROUND (League,
39') is a series of stories about people.
People who respect and enjoy life in a
world that has fear. The fear ofAIDS.
To fight this fear and to bring people
togetherfourorganizations co-produced
this programme (The League of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, The
International Planned Parenthood
Federation, TheWorldCouncil ofChur
ches andtheAmericanRedCross).
It documents four different AIDS

care and prevention efforts in four
different countries (Noah's Ark 
Red Cross Foundation, Sweden; So
ciedade Civil Bem-Estar Familiar
No Brasil (BEMFAM), Brazil; Sal
vation Army Hospital, Chikankata,
Zimbabwe; andAmericanRedCross
- East Bay Chapter, Oakland, Cali
fornia, U.S.A.).

(Orig.: U-matic-High Band; Video
copies in most formats and standards.
Available in English, Spanish, French
and Portuguese)

MEDIA UPDATE
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WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF
AN EMERGENCY (Mexican Red
Cross, 60') is a good laymen's over
view of basic first aid in a modem
world. Narrated by Maria Victoria

Llamas, with thel. soon st est-r can Red Cross
cnuz non MxcAwa Staff, the video

demonstrates what
. Que to do in various
hacer encasos de emergencies: de-

emergencia hydration, bums,
moss acid spills, chok

ing, haemmorhag
ing, fractures,

heart attacks, convulsions, affixia
tion, etc. Viewers are also instructed
to call the Mexican Red Cross for
medical and ambulance assistance.

(Available fromtheMexicanRedCross
- VHS/BetaNTSC format- Spanish)

throughout the rest of Uganda. Dis
tances are long and means of com
munication few and far between.
Thus the transport service provided
by the National Society is vital.
There have been discussions about
the establishment of provincial cen
tres, in order to decentralize care for
the handicapped, but further plan
ning and financing will be necessary
to make this a reality.

Fifty patients a month
Some fifty patients are rehabili

tated each month at the Kampala
centre. Accomodation is available
for those who have travelled long
distances. The workshop is next to a
physiotherapy centre where the am
putees exercise and learn to use their
artifical limbs.

The centre produces a monthly
average of 16 artificial limbs, 12 or
thoses (support appliances), forty
pairs of crutches and five wheel
chairs. In this respect it is interesting
to note that bicycle wheels are in
cluded among the basic materials
used for construction of wheel
chairs. Indeed, with a few simple
modifications, they fit the bill admir
ably, their tyres affording perfect
comfort for the user. Leather, wood
andmetal, mostly bought on the spot,
are also used in this "local" produc
tion.

For the handicapped, theRedCross
orthopaedic workshop represents
more than a treatment centre. It repre
sents hope for regainingboth physical
and social independence and an al
mostnormal life. It is doubtless this ar
dent desire to live "like everybody
else", that inspired aparalysed 12-year
old to travel the 200 km from his vil
lage to the Kampala orthopaedic
centre onhis hands andknees.

e Francoise BORY

Bicycle wheels are greatfor wheel chairs



INTERVIEW

Dr. Bernard Ledea Ouedraogo:
Winning The War Against Famine

Dr Bernard Ledea Ouedraogo
ofBurkina Faso on 3 August was
named by the Hunger Project as
the co-recipient of the 1989 Africa
Prize for Leadership For the Sus
tainable End ofHunger. He shares
the award with H.E. Quett K. J.
Masire, president ofBotswana.

The award was announced dur
ing a satellite transmitted global
televised news conference emanat
ingfrom the United Nations in New
York and from Dakar, Senegal,
where H.E. President Abdou Diouf
delivered the major address.

It may well be that no other
African has in recent years made
such an impact on the lives ofAfrican
farmers as Dr Ouedraogo,founder
of the NAAM Movement, Africa's
largest peasant-farmer organiza
tion. In Burkina Faso, his home
country in the Sahel, over 200,000
farmers now belong to 4,000 vil
lage self-help groups.

He started his career as a teacher
and school director, then moved on to
agriculture, where his talents as a
trainer led him to the top echelons of
the civil service ofhis country. Early on
he realised that the "cooperatives" that
were being imposed on thefarmers in
the villages were not working. There
fore he looked for a better way to
stimulate the participation offar
mers in their own development.

Within his own Massi society, he
realized there existed a traditional
association called "Kombi-Naam",
which gathered all the young men
and women in a village for various
agricultural, cultural, social and
community activities. Over the
years, and in close collaboration
with the villagers, he managed to

persuade them to transform this
traditional structure into improved
grass-roots self-help groups open to
all.

Leaving the civil service he became
General Secretary and Co-founder
of the International Six-S Associ
ation. Six-S stands for the French
"Se servir de la saison seche en Sa
vane et au Sahel," (Using the Dry
Season in the Savannah and the
Sahel). It is a network of peasant
farmer self- help projects in eight
West African countries (Senegal,

Mali, Mauritania, Burkina Faso,
Guinea Bissau, The Gambia, Niger
and Togo).

The originality of Six-S is that it
is run by the farmers themselves,
and that money is not tied to spe
cific projects - which is an indirect
way for the donor to keep a certain
control - but given to peasant-farmer
organizations who arefree to to use it
as they please - given, certain
agreed-upon constraints like strict

accounting procedures, limitations
ofadministrative expenses, etc. RED
CROSS, RED CRESCENT inter
viewed Dr Ouedraogo just after the
award was announced.

There have been many attempts to
help African villagers to increase
their production of food without
success. What makes NAAM and
Six-S so successful?.

The motivation of farmer- peasants
is extremely important. In the past
African governments and outside aid

"The dangerfor manyAfricans is
that the erosion ofour own ways by
the agressive ways of others, our
own values by foreign values, will
destroy our sense of responsibility
for solving our communities'
problems".

organizations (both NGO and gov
ernmental), while having noble
aims, failed to understand the culture
and needs of the local people. Too
often they treated the local farmers
merely as foodproducers whom they
tried to manipulate into producing
greater yields.

They strived to increase cash
crops yields to acquire foreign cur
rency. This encouraged them into
higher production levels so as to in-
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sure a continued flow of money.
What often happens then is the
reverse of what is desired.

But in Kombi-Naam, everyone is
equal: the prince and the freeman,
the subject and the nobleman, men
and women, the poor and the rich.
We realized, after an in-depth study
ofKombi-Naam, that because of the
equality, Kombi-Naam was a co
operative that had no reason to be
envious ofEuropean Cooperatives.

It was a qualitative democracy:
leaders, for example, were chosen
not on the basis of their rank in so
ciety - and the Mossi society has a
strict hierarchy - but on the basis of
moral traits. The Kombi-Naaba, the
supreme leader of Kombi-Naam,
was chosen for his leadership
qualities: natural authority, ability to
persuade, and self-control. Working
within this indigenous village struc
ture, farmers are motivated to im
prove their way of life. They are
given both incentives and training so
as to improve. Gradually they them
selves introduce modem changes
into the traditional structure and im
provements take place. Other vil
lages see what is happening and they
too adopt theNAAM concept. That's
how the grass root movement has
grown, first among young people
and later between the different age
groups and sexes, thus avoiding a
generation conflict.

Doesn't this concept of self re
liance take so much time that
some people won't get the aid
being offered?

"People die twice in their life... they
die when their enthusiasm dies, and
when their body dies. The danger for
many Africans is that the erosion of
our own ways by the agressive ways
of others, our own values by foreign
values, will destroy our sense of re
sponsibility for solving our com
munities' problems.

This is the first and the only
important death. That is one of the

reasons why theNAAMgroups have
to organize and work for two, three,
sometimes up to ten years before
they receive any outside aid at all.
Because the aid is only useful if the
will is there.

What type of assistance is needed
by these village self-help groups?

Once a group has reached the
point of being able to properly use
help, the basic needs are for tools,
water pumps, cement, medicine, and
technical assistance. The villagers
may then operate cereal banks, diesel
powered grain mills, cooperative gar
dens, transport operations ...all the
basic activities needed in a rural
community.

As villagers improve their acti
vities there is a need for financial re
sources as well, which is usually
available on a loan basis. The vil
lages pay back the loan with interest
once the project is on its feet. This
allows other peasants in tum to
benefit from financial resources in
order to work.

It has been stated that Six-S pro
vides aid to villagers without
strings attached. Doesn't this
allow for misuse offunds?

By leaving the groups free to decide

how to use the funds, the Six-S ap
proach stimulates creativity and en
courages the peasants to learn
management and accounting skills.
The definition of the term "develop
ment" in their own terms, gives
them the tools for success. Funds
are only given to groups that main
tain clear records ofhow they spend
their money and to those with good
management.

But it is important to remember
the freedom to spend the money for
their projects is a key to the success
of the groups supported by the Six
S. Some have spent their monies on
celebrations and village festivals.
But as they begin to look around these
same groups begin to realize it would
be wise to keep some of their monies
for tools and equipment that will help
them inthe future. The conceptofcapi
tal development, even on a simple
scale, is really a western idea thatmust
take root in Africa on Africa's terms.
Farmers therefore need to be moti
vated from their own culture.

Once villagers get involved you
can hear statements such as "We are
building a future for our children".
With such an outlook you can be sure
aid given will be aid used and that aid
will multiply and help both the vil
lagers and the Africa of the future.

•

The introduction ofwell-wateredmarket gardens is one ofthe innovations brought to the
Sahel by theNAAMMovement. Thesefarmers are working in the community gardens near
Ouahigouya, Burkina Faso
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1972
Indo-Pakistan War:
Pakistani Child

trapped in the conflict

COMING SOON....

CHILDREN INWAR
The next temporary exhibition at the International

Museum OfThe Red Cross andRed Crescent, Geneva,
is a moving display of photographs and documents
which capture the effect of war on children.

The exhibition goes on display this December. The
photographs and documents are from the collections of
the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Mu
seum and other archives worldwide.

1985 - Angolan Child waitingfor afuture.
ICRC/YMuller

32

Future exhibitions will also include aphilately display
and an exhibition ofobjects made by prisoners ofwar .

***
Themuseum is located at 17 avenue de laPaix (across

from the Palais des Nations) and is open six days a week
(closed on Tuesdays), from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
There is an entrance fee with special rates available for
groups.

1985 -Aum, Ethiopia - Children wake up after a bleak night
ICRC/DGignoux
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RedCrossflag made by
prisoners ofwar

blem, while two hands-on displays
reveal information about National
Societies and allow the visitor to test
his knowledge of the Red Cross.

Scaffolding symbolising a world
under construction ends the time line.
Nearby, a cell measuring 4 square me
tres - an exact replica of one in which
17 detainees were held for 90 days.
The guilty country is not named. It is a
graphic reminder of the continuing
need for Red Cross efforts. A 20
screen video wall showing live pic
tures ofRed Cross/Red Crescent oper
ations all over the world is testimony
to the unswerving dedication of all
those who work for the Movement.

The exhibition ends with photo
graphs of three childrens' faces. Each
questioning gaze seems to ask what
part each one of us has played in the
history of humanity. It is impossible
not to respond to their appeal.

• JoFOX

"HenryDunant Writing" by George Segal.
companying sound effects portray
the carnage seen by Henry Dunant,
when he stumbled across the battle in
1859. Past becomes present with a
subliminal flash of five soldiers from
the modem world, and then becomes
past again. The sculpture of "Henry
Dunant Writing" by George Segal
captures the essence of Dunant put
ting down on paper his memories of
Solferino. Out of the darkness ofSol
ferino, hope for humanity is born
with the formation of the Red Cross.

Experience too the labyrinth
formed by a series ofpictures and mir

g, rors portraying the rise of fascism
<l which foreshadowed the Second

World War. This is part of the Wall Of
Time, an inventory of themajor events
that have shaped 125 years of Red
Cross and Red Crescent history. There
is a radiotelegram of 21,590 words
sent by the Americans to the Interna
tional Committee in 1943 listing the
names of prisoners of war transferred
to the United States.

And so to modem times. A flag
measuring 100 square metres used in
Beirut to protect a building that
served as a temporary refuge for ci
vilians and wounded illustrates the
importance of the Red Cross em-

Entrance to the Museum
125 years have served humanity in
the face of war and natural disaster.

Approached through a cleft in the
hillside, the central courtyard is domi
nated by Carl Bucher's "Les Petrifies"
- faceless symbols of the subjugation
of man, shielded from above by two
canopies emblazoned with the Red
Cross, Red Crescent emblems. The
images reflect in the angled mirrored
walls of the atrium and symbolically
represent the theme of protection and
violation explored so creatively
throughout the museum.

Through hi-tech audiovisual dis
plays and avant-garde photographic
montages - modern art in its own
right - the Red Cross story unfolds.
Black and white depersonalises and
makes suffering dignified. Here im
ages speak louder than words - hope
grows out of despair.

The exhibits are imaginative and
thought provoking. Witness a re
enactment of the battle of Solferino.
Pictures of archive material with ac-

WITNESS

in Geneva.
A museum of ideas rather than

things, profoundly moving, provoca
tive and inspirational, the Interna
tional Museum is an enduring
testimony to all those who over the last

S even million glass encased index
cards, entombed histories, as

sembled to locate and identify two
million detainees held in prison
camps during the First World War.
This is just one of the permanent ex-
hibits in the InternationalMuseum of
the Red Cross and the Red Crescent

O::1-----
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p elief actions after the Armenian
I\earthquake of December 1988
were a supreme example of interna
tional donor attention - and perhaps
also of inappropriate donations. A
high percentage of donations for all
disasters channelled through the in
ternational network of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies is mate
rial assistance - food, clothing, medi
cal supplies and equipment,
vehicles, spares, tents, shelter mate
rial, etc.

While cash is the preferred form
of disaster and development assist
ance among those who deal with
distribution, donations in kind re
main the most popular form of as
sistance among many donors. In a
new study, Red Cross and Red
Crescent specialists take a critical
look at donations in kind.

Many recent disaster relief oper
ations have again underlined the
need to match relief donations with
identified needs. In a new book
("The Things We Give: A Critical
Look at Donations in Kind", Henry
Dunant Institute Studies on Devel
opment No. 1, 1989; Sfr 10.)seven
authors approach the subject from
the perspective of recipients (opera
ting Societies), donors (participating
Societies), a coordinating body (the
League) and an independent ob
server. They arrive at a remarkably
unanimous view of the problems
surrounding donations in kind.

"Experience shows", writes Major
Ali HassanQuoreshi (Rtd), Secretary

General oftheBangladeshRedCres
cent Society," that, although donors
are generally imbued with the lofty
ideals of humanity and aware of the
principle and philosophy of interna
tional aid, their supplies often consist·
of goods which are either unaccept
able to the people or cannot meet
their urgent needs". In recent floods,
where almost two thirds of Ban
gladesh was affected, a large part of
the several million dollars of aid re
ceived was in the formoftents, when
there was no dry land on which to
pitch them.

"In the shimmering sun of the tro
pics the victims look in amazement at
the fur-linedjackets when the bundles
of clothing are unpacked." Medical
supplies arrive with directions for use
in the wrong language, sometimes
after their date of validity has expired
sometimes even when their use has
been declared too dangerous in the in
dustrialised countries.

Some food aid is totally inappro
priate nutritionally or even offensive
to the religious beliefs of the victims.
Vehicles are sent for which no spare
parts exist in the country orwhich are
not fitted to copewith rugged terrain.

What all this adds up to, say the
authors, is that donors should not
send donations in kind that have not
been designated as necessary and
specifically requested by informed
and experiencedpeople in the area of
the disaster. "In many instances",
writes Juan Alvaro Ruiz, Red Cross
specialist from Colombia, "dona-

tions in kind are given according to
the donors' wishes and not on the
basis of the affected community's
real needs...Attempts should be
made to put a stop to paternalism
leading only to the victims' depend-
ency The populations af-
fected must be enabled to
participate from the outset in their
own strategies for recovery so as not
to become dependent on outside aid
for long periods of time.

"Priorities for disaster victims are
often quite different from what we
imagine. Poverty is the key issue and
only too often the result of underde
velopment or development in the
wrong direction. Only the poor die of
hunger" states Anton Wenger, an of
ficial of the Swiss Red Cross.

Sue Faulkner of the British Red
Cross writes "While crates of ball
gowns for famine victims inEthiopia
are acknowledged as a hideous cari
cature of aid which is no aid at all,
more subtle distortions of aid con
tinue to occur, damaging economies,
eroding culture and diet, attacking
communities' will andmotivation to
work, making survival for the
world's poor evenmore difficult".

"The international aid system
has an emphasis not simply on hu
manitarian aid but on using up sur
pluses. There is a need for aid
money to be spent on in-country
purchases rather than dumping sur
pluses" said a spokesman at
Oxfam. Purchase in the locality or
in neighbouring areas is nearly al
ways better than sending goods
from afar. Food habits are re
spected, clothing and shelter ma
terials are suitable for the climate,
transport costs are minimised and,
since money can be transmitted in
almost no time at all, relief can be

•
±
I

REVIEW

The Things We Give
(or shouldn't)

Unneeded used clothing
clogs reliefoperations in
Italy (left) and Mexico
(right) following earth
quakes of1980 and 1985.
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does notmean gifts, but themost ap
propriate, timely and cost-effective
response to identified needs."

Themany other examples given in
this book of inappropriate andunsol
icitedmaterial assistance lead inevit
ably to the question: Why do donors
act like this? The authors suggest a
variety ofmotives ranging frommis
placed humanitarianism, constraints
on the use of foreign currencies, a
desire to be seen on the scene, to
purely domestic objectives such as
the dispatch of surpluses.

This book is a forceful reminder
of a problem that is not new. It sug
gests some remedialmeasures: abet
ter observation ofthe "Principles and
Rules for Red Cross Disaster Re
lief", post-disaster evaluation of re
lief programmes, new Red Cross
policy guidelines for the disposal of
clothing, textiles, vehicles and per
haps shelter materials (such gui
delines already exist for food and
medical supplies although they are
not sufficiently followed), prior in
formation to be funnelled through
the League and operating National
Society for advice before aid in kind
is dispatched.

Dr Alan Taylor, an independent
observer specialising in institutional
development and training for NGOs
active in relief and development,
writes that most existing recommen
dations are poorly designed and,
above all, boring. More fundamen
tally he argues that humanitarian aid 1

organizations based in the richnorth
ern countries help ordinarypeople to
cope psychologically with suffering
elsewhere. Gifts in kind give more
psychological satisfaction than col
lecting funds.

"Long term donor education is
clearly what is required. There is a
need for institutional learningwithin
the Movement, the need for greater
professionalismand theneed forpol
icy direction". He rightly adds, "the
Red Cross Movement is not alone
with its struggles in becoming more
professional".

The problem of misdirected aid
faces all reliefefforts. This book sets
the scene for remedial measures: it

Appropriate reliefsupplies are distributed in
Senegal

greatly speeded up and purchases
made by people with direct knowl
edge of requirements.

Alan McLean, Secretary General
of the Australian Red Cross Society,
points out that unsolicited or other
wise inappropriate disaster relief
supplies congest ports and airports,
burden off-loading facilities, de
mand storage space, divert both un
trained manpower and specialised
Red Cross staff, add to accounting,
freight documentation and perhaps
inspection procedures and all this
to the detriment of correct ap
proved consignments. "The com
bined impact.. .. .is wastage on a
massive scale".
He further comments: "Any

media attention highlighting local
dismay concerning an inappropriate
consignment which needs to be
dumped or destroyed, is absolutely
counter-productive in a world al
ready sceptical whether disaster re
lief supplies reach those in greatest
need".

League Officer Mohamed Oth
man-Chande provides observations
at the coordinating level, analysing
assistance channelled "in response"
and "not in response" to League ap
peals. He concludes that "there is a
tendency to consider disaster assist
ance predominantly from the point
ofview ofthe donors. There are also
mistaken assumptions or myths that
disaster victims are helpless; that
they would accept any formofassist
ance (nomatter how undignifying or
insulting); that the immediate and
basic needs in every disaster situ
ation are the same; and that imported
solutions are themost appropriate re
sponses to such situations. Donors
need to recognise that disaster relief
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AlainModoux
vities. Truly a great challenge. When
his former colleagues in Geneva
wished him adieu, they also ex
pressed full confidence that Alain
will surely meet this new challenge.

After his first few weeks at
UNESCO, Modoux agreed that the
postwas achallenge and thathewill try
to "decentralise information and adapt
it to local conditions and needs".
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Red Cross visited Geneva in August to
meet with both ICRC andLeague offi
cials. She expressed her concern over
an international relief issue common
to many Societies: how to reconcile
public pressure for immediate visible
action with the Movement's goal of
providing assistance in an orderly and
appropriate manner.

On thisfirst visit, Mme Dufoix was
accompanied by the Society's Direc
tor General Pierre Boutonnat, Assis
tant Secretary General Jean-Daniel
Remand and Ambassador Louis
Dauge who is in charge of interna
tional affairs.

Alain Modoux, former member
of the Directorate and Head of the
Communication Department, left the
ICRC after 19years of service to take
up the post ofDirector ofInformation
at UNESCO, Paris, in early July. His
new responsibilities include over
seeing a staffofone hundred andkeep
ing the world informed ofUNESCO's
diverse scientific, cultural, educa
tional and communications acti-

q8

MmeDufoixwithleague Under Secretary
GeneralAndrei Kisselev

Oa:
f

REDCROSS, REDCRESCENT SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 1989

HonMickey Leland
Though the responsibility for the

300,000 plus Sudanese refugees in
Ethiopia are that of the United Na
tions High Commission for Refu
gees, the Ethiopian Red Cross has
been an operational partner with
UNHCR in the camps. Medical
teams of the ERCS were put on alert
to assist in the search rescue oper
ation for the plane carrying the Le
land party, but unfortunately were
not needed. The ERCS expressed its
profound sympathies to the families
of the deceased and to the American
Red Cross. "It is regrettable that a
true friend of Africa and of the
world's poor has been lost".

Mme Georgina Dufoix, newly
appointed President of the French

FoodforBangladesh tornado victims

Hassan Quoreshi, Secretary
General of the BDRCS, was photo
graphed in Manikganj, assisting in
food distribution.

USA Congressman Mickey Le
land, who along with 15 other per
sons died in a plane crash in western
Ethiopia on7 August, was onhis way
to visit a camp for Sudanese refu
gees. Mr Leland headed the House
Select Committee on Hunger and
was known for his concerns regard
ing the welfare of people in the de
veloping world.
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GuyDeluz

Of Swiss nationality, he has de
grees from theUniversity ofNeucha
tel, the Conservatory of Neuchatel
and the Conservatory ofGeneva. He
also studied in the USA at Oswego
High School. He has been a member
of the Swiss Romande Orchestra, a
professor at the Conservatory of
Neuchatel, the Director-General of
EMIBrasil and the ResidentDirector
ofToshibaEMI, Japan.
Mr Deluz will take up his post as

member of the Directorate and Di
rector-General of the ICRC on 1
January next year.

Tornado strikes unfortunately are
a too common occurrence in Ban
gladesh. The low lying lands off the
Bay ofBengalprovide little shelter to
the millions ofpeople living in corru
gated sheeted homes. The need for
food, shelter and medical support
following the April Tornado strike
taxed the Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society to its limits. While checking
out operations, Major (rtd.) Ali

Mr Guy Deluz has been appoin
ted by the 23-member Interna

tional Committee ofthe Red Cross as
its Director-General. At its regular
August meeting the ICRC decided to
strengthen the Directorate which
was established in September last
year.

Mr Deluz worked for the ICRC
during the 1970s as a delegate and
head of delegation serving in Israel
and Lebanon, and then as head of its
Logistics Division. He is currently
Chairman andManaging Director of
Pathe Marconi EMI France.

PEOPLE



Jo Fox of the British Red Cross and Renee
Jordi of the Swiss Red Cross looking at the
signatures on the original manuscripts ofthe
first Geneva Convention

The Casino in Berne, site ofthefestivities
marking the 125th anniversary

On 22 August an Official Pro
gramme was held inBerne andwas at
tended by members of the Diplomatic
Corps andmembers ofthe variousRed
Cross and Red Crescent institutions.
The Berne Symphony Orchestra per
formed works ofGluck, Mendelssohn
and Mozart. Joining the orchestrafor
the concluding Mozart work were the
students of the Kirchenfeld Gymani
sium, Berne. Addressing the gathering
were .Jean-Pascal Delamuraz, presi
dent of the Swiss Confederation;
Cornelio Sommaruga, President of
the ICRC; and Karl Kennel, presi
dent ofthe Swiss Red Cross.
Following the ceremonies the

original manuscripts of the Geneva
Convention were on display.

The 125th anniversary of the sig
ning of the First Geneva Convention,
was feted with special ceremonies in
both Geneva and Berne. Though the
original Geneva accords were signed
in Geneva, they are presently keptin
Berne, capital of Switzerland. The
Swiss Confederation, according to in
ternational treaty, is the depositary
State ofthe Geneva Conventions.
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Ernest Schurch retires
Ernest Schurch, a Swiss fixture

at the League for 17 years retired as
caretaker in July. One of his greatest
challenges he recalls was the mount
ing of an exhibition of National So
cieties' disaster relief field
equipment -- a tent camp, field surgi
cal hospital, field kitchen, water pur
ifying unit, et al -- in the League
garden, as part of the League's 50th
anniversary programme. Schurch's
cheerful smile and willingness to
cope with the sudden emergency at
the Secretariat will be remembered
with appreciation by his colleagues.

Supercamp '89 celebrityNastassja Kinski

arrival in Geneva. In her remarks at
the Palais des Nations she stressed
the importance ofyouth adhering to
the Principles of the Red Cross and
Red CrescentMovement.

She was seen much later that night
in the middle ofthe massive meal tent
wearing a Red Cross tie signing
autographs and passionately dis
cussing issues ofcommon concern .

Republic ofKorea took part in the re
lief action.

Screen actress Nastassja Kinsky
was among the dignitaries who met
Supercamp '89 delegates upon their

When Typhoon Judy smashed into
the Republic ofKorea inAugust, tor
rential rains caused serious damage
in the town of Kwangju, leaving 109
people dead and 42 missing. The
Korean National Red Cross Society
set up eight food distribution centres
in the affected area and provided
emergency relief supplies (food,
tents and clothing) to 15,000
families. More than 1,000 volunteer,
recruited from various parts of the

Sports Centre used for food distribution
after TyphoonJudy hits Republic ofKorea

Australian Golden Wattle Treesfor the
League

Mrs Marjorie Monahan from
Malvern, Victoria, a 50 years volun
teer with the Australian Red Cross,
presentedLeague Secretary General
Par Stenback with an Australian
landscape painting by local artist
Shirley Bennett. The presentation
tookplace during the visit of28 volun
teers from Victoria and New South
Wales to League headquarters in Sep
tember. Ron Ellis, Manager ofSpecial
Projects in the Victoria Division, who
organised theEuropean tour under the
auspices ofthe Society's 75th anniver
sary celebrations, calculated that 23
tourmembers had between themgiven
585 years of voluntary service to the
National Society.

Jez
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Letter from
Paris

On 14 July France celebratedBas
tille Day and the 200th anniversary of
theFrenchRevolution.Joining thefes
tivities, attended by both Heads of
States and the general populace, was
Gustavo Montero, a citizen of Chile.
His commentary on thefestive events I FrenchRedCrossfirst aiders watching bicentenaryfireworks overParis
follows:

ary of the "Declaration of the Rights
of Man and the Citizen" will also
house the offices of L'Arche de la
Fraternite. This is a new humanita
rian organization thatwillwork, with
already existing human rights organ
izations, in tackling the difficult is
sues that keep all people from
enjoying basic human rights.

125 years ago this August 21 the
First Geneva Convention was
signed, signalling another forward
step in man's struggle for a humani
tarian world.

It is no secret to those in the Inter
national Red Cross and Red Cres
centMovement, that additional steps
are needed today, truly to bring the
peace and human dignity to this world
thatboththe ideals oftheGenevaCon
ventions and the "Declaration of the
Rights of Man and the Citizen" as
pire to achieve.

It is hoped by many attending
these summer events that there will
be a recommitment of mankind to
the basic humanitarian ideals being
celebrated. Thus there will continue
to be a message of humanitarian
hope for the world.

The cheers of "Long live the rev
olution!" and "Long live human
rights!" need to be translated quickly
into the opening of prison doors, the
cessation of hostilities, the repatria
tion of prisoners of war and the wel
coming of refugees into countries of
asylum. When that happens, man
kind can truly celebrate......

.~
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August 1789 by the French National
Assembly.

"Men are born, and always con
tinue, free, and equal in respect of
their rights" begins Article I. It is a
message of humanitarian hope for
the world and its future. Though
this was not the first or only such
statement made on behalf of man
kind (Magna Carta, the American
Declaration of Independence were
others), it had an impact well be
yond the borders of France.

Inthe200years since its writing, re
spect for human rights has become a
rallying cry of free societies. Unfortu
nately there are still many individuals
in this world who continue to cry out
forrelease fromthehumanbondage of
civil strife, prisoner ofwar camps, re
fugee centres, life inexile, and the lack
offood and shelter.

It is most appropriate that the
Grande Arche, the newmonument in
Paris commemorating the bicenten
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Fireworks, parades, music, dan
cing, speeches, and celebration.

Paris had it all and even more. The
centre of the city was a total festival
with cars banned and pedestrians
and bicycles crowding the thorough
fares normally clogged with traffic.
Even travel on the Metro was free at
night. People were everywhere cele
brating in their own way the revolu
tionary concept of "Fraternite,
Liberte and Egalite."

When France wants to throw a
party, they know how to do it, and
they did it well. But to remember it
just as a party would be a mistake.
For 14 July was more than the 200th
anniversary of the storming of the
Bastille to release some prisoners. It
also commemorated the other acti
vities of the French Revolution
which are best summarised in "The
Declaration of the Rights Of Man
and the Citizen" as adopted on 26

~~~ .
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Providingfirst aidand evacuating the injuredduring the bicentenary was a major taskfor
1,200FrenchRedCrossfirst aiders. 200 ambulancesplus two specially equippedmobile
communications units were used over thefour dayfestivities

•
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AFGHANISTAN (Democratic Republic of) -
Afghan Red Crescent Society, Puli Hartan, Kabul. ALBANIA (Socialist People's Republic of) -

Albanian Red Cross, Boulevard Marse! Kashen, Tirana. ALGERIA (People's Democratic Republic of) 
Algerian Red Crescent, 15 bis, boulevard Mohamed V, Algiers. ANGOLA-Angola Red Cross, Av. Hoji Ya Henda 107,

2. andar, Luanda. ARGENTINA- The Argentine Red Cross, H. Yrigoyen 2068, 1089 Buenos Aires. AUSTRALIA - Australian
Red Cross Society, 206, Clarendon Street, East Melbourne 3002. AUSTRIA - Austrian Red Cross, 3, Gusshausstrasse, P.O. Box 39,

1041, Vienna 4. BAHAMAS- The Bahamas Red Cross Society, P.O. B0x N-8331, Nassau BAHRAIN - Bahrain Red Crescent Society, P.O.
Box 882, Manama. BANGLADESH - Bangladesh Red Crescent Society, 684-686, Bara Magh Bazar, P.O. Box No. 579, Dhaka 1217. BARBADOS

The Barbados Red Cross Society, Red Cross House, Jemmotts Lane, Bridgetown. BELGIUM - Belgian Red Cross, 98, chaussee de Vleurgat, 1050
Brussels. BELIZE - Belize Red Cross Society, P.O. B0x 413, Belize City. BENIN (People's Republic of) - Red Cross of Benin, P.O. Box. 1, Porto-Novo.

BOLIVIA - Bolivian Red Cross. Avenida Simon Bolivar 1515, La Paz. BOTSWANA - Botswana Red Cross Society, 135 Independence Avenue, P.O. Box 485,
Gaborone. BRAZIL - Brazilian Red Cross. Praca Cruz Vermelha No. 10-12, 20.230 Rio de Janeiro. BULGARIA - Bulgarian Red Cross, 1, Boul. Biruzov, 1527 Sofia.

BURKINA FASO - Burkina Be Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 340, Ouagadougou. BURMA (Socialist Republic of the Union of) - Burma Red Cross Society, Red Cross Building,
42, Strand Road, Rangoon. BURUNDI- Burundi Red Cross, rue du Marche 3, PO. Box 324, Bujumbura CAMEROON - Cameroon Red Cross Society, rue Henri-Dunant, P.O. Box

631, Yaounde. CANADA- The Canadian Red Cross Society, 1800 Alta Vista Drive, 01/awa, Ontario KIG 4J5. CAPE-VERDE (Republic of) - Red Cross of Cape Verde, P.O. Box 119,
Praia. CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC - Central African Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 1428, Bangui. CHAD- Red Cross of Chad, P.O. Box 449, N'Djamena. CHILE - Chilean Red Cross,

Avenida Santa Maria No. 0150, Correo 21, Casilla 246-V., Santiago de Chile. CHINA (People's Republic of) - Red Cross Society of China, 53, Ganmien Hutong., Beijing. COLOMBIA 
Colombian Red Cross Society, Avenida 68, No. 66-31,P0. Box 11-10, Bogota. CONGO (People's Republic of the)- Congolese Red Cross, place de la Paix, P.O. Box 4145, Brazzaville. COSTA

RICA - Costa Rica Red Cross, Calle 14, Avenida 8, P.O.Box 1025, San Jose. COTE D'IVOIRE Red Cross Society of Cote d'Ivoire, P.O. Box 1244, Abidjan. CUBA - Cuban Red Cross, Calle
Calzada 51 Vedado. Ciudad Habana, Habana 4 CZECHOSLOVAKIA - Czechoslovak Red Cross, Thunovska 18, 118 04 Prague 1. DENMARK - Danish Red Cross, Dag Hammarskjtilds Alie 28, P.O.

Box 2600, 2100 Copenhagen DJIBOUTI- Red Crescent Society of Djibouti, P.O. Box 8, Djibouti DOMINICA - Dominica Red Cross, P.O. Box 59, Roseau. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - Dominican Red
Cross, PO. Box 1293, Santo Domingo. ECUADOR - Ecuadorean Red Cross. calle de la Cruz Roja y Avenida Colombia, Quito. EGYPT (Arab Republic of) - Egyptian Red Crescent Society, 29, El Galaa
Street, Cairo. EL SALVADOR - Salvadorean Red Cross Society, 17C. Pte y Av Henri Dunant. San Salvador. ETHIOPIA - Ethiopian Red Cross Society, Ras Desta Damtew Avenue. Addis-Ababa. FIJI - Fiji

Red Cross Society, 22 Gorrie Street, P.O. Box 569, Suva. FINLAND - Finnish Red Cross., Tehtaankatu, 1 A Box 168, 00141 Helsinki.. FRANCE - French Red Cross, 1, place Henry-Dunant, 75384 Paris cedex
08. GAMBIA- The Gambia Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 472, Banjul. GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC - German Red Cross of the German Democratic Republic, Kaitzer Strasse 2, 8010 Dresden.
GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF - German Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany, Friedrich-Erbert-Allee 71, 5300 Bonn 1. GHANA - Ghana Red Cross Society, Ministries Annex A3, P.O. Box 835,
Accra. GREECE - Hellenic Red Cross. Rue Lycavittou, 1, Athens 10612. GRENADA - Red Cross Society of Grenada, P.O. Box 221, St. George's. GUATEMALA - Guatemalan Red Cross, 3a Calle 8-40, Zona 1,
Guatemala CA. GUINEA - Red Cross Society of Guinea, P.O. Box 376, Conakry. GUINEA-BISSAU - Red Cross Society of Guinea-Bissau, rua Justino Lopes No 22, Bissau. GUYANA - The Guyana Red Cross

Society, P.O. B0x 10524, Georgetown HAITI- Haitian National Red Cross Society, place des Nations Unies, P.O. Box 1337, Port-au-Prince. HONDURAS - Honduran Red Cross, 7a Calle, 1a y 2a Avenidas,
Comayaguela CA HUNGARY - Hungarian Red Cross, V. Arany Janos utca, 31, Budapest 1361. ICELAND - Icelandic Red Cross, Raudararstigur 18, 105 Reykjavik. INDIA - Indian Red Cross Society 1, Red Cross
R0ad, New-Dehli 110001. INDONESIA - Indonesian Red Cross Society.JI Gatot Subroto Kav. 96, P.O. Box 2009, Jakarta selatan 12790. IRAN - (Islamic Republic of)The Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Avenue Ostad Nejatolahi, Tehran IRAQ- Iraqi Red Crescent Society, Mu'ari Street, Mansour, Baghdad. IRELAND - Irish Red Cross Society, 16, Merrion Square, Dublin 2. ITALY - Italian Red Cross, 12, via Toscana,
00187 Rome JAMAICA - The Jamaica Red Cross Society, 76, Arnold Road, Kingston 5. JAPAN- The Japanese Red Cross Society, 1-3, Shiba-Daimon, 1-chome, Minato-Ku, Tokyo 105. JORDAN - Jordan National Red
Crescent Society, P.O. Box 10001, Amman. KENYA- Kenya Red Cross Society, St. John's Gate off Parliament Road, P.O. Box 40712, Nairobi. KOREA (Democratic People's Republic of) -Red Cross Society of the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Ryonhwa 1, Central District, Pyongyang. KOREA (Republic of)- The Republic of Korea National Red Cross, 32-3Ka, Nam San Dong, Choong-Ku, Seoul 100. KUWAIT- Kuwait Red
Crescent Society, P.O. Box 1359 Safat, 043 Kuwait. LAD (People's Democratic Republic of) - Lao Red Cross, P.O. Box 650, Vientiane. LEBANON - Lebanese Red Cross, rue Spears, Beirut. LESOTHO - Lesotho Red Cross
Society, PO. Box 366, Maseru 100. LIBERIA - Liberian Red Cross Society, 107 Lynch Street, P.O. Box 5081, Monrovia. LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA - Libyan Red Crescent, P.O. Box 541, Benghazi. LIECHTENSTEIN
Liechtenstein Red Cross, Heiligkreuz 25, 9490 Vaduz. LUXEMBURG - Luxemburg Red Cross, Pare de la Ville, P.O. Box 404, Luxemburg 2 MADAGASCAR - Malagasy Red Cross Society, 1, rue Patrice Lumumba,
Antananarivo. MALAWI - Malawi Red Cross Society, Conforzi Road, PO Box 983, Lilongwe. MALAYSIA - Malaysian Red Crescent Society, JKR 32 Julan Nipah, off Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur 55000. MALI - Mali
Red Cross, P.O. Box 280, Bamako. MAURITANIA - Mauritanian Red Crescent, P.O. Box 344, avenue Gama! Abdel Nasser, Nouakchott. MAURITIUS - Mauritius Red Cross Society, Ste Therese Street, Curepipe.
MEXICO - Mexican Red Cross, Calle Luis Vives 200, Col. Polanco, PO. Box. 11510, Mexico 10, DE MONACO - Red Cross of Monaco, 27 bd de Suisse, Monte Carlo. MONGOLIA - Red Cross Society of Mongolia,
Central Post Office, Post Box 537, Ulan Bator. MOROCCO - Moroccan Red Crescent, P.O. Box 189, Rabat. MOZAMBIQUE -Mozambique Red Cross Society, Avenida 24 de Julho, P.O. Box. 2986 Maputo. NEPAL
Nepal Red Cross Society, Kalimati, Kathmandu. NETHERLANDS - The Netherlands Red Cross, P0.Box. 28120, 2502 KC The Hague. NEW ZEALAND - The New Zealand Red Cross Society, Red Cross House, 14 Hill
Street, Wellington. NICARAGUA - Nicaraguan Red Cross, PO Box 3279, Managua D.N. NIGER - Red Cross Society of Niger, P.O. Box11386, Niamey. NIGERIA- Nigerian Red Cross Society, 11 Eko Akete Close, off
St. Gregory's Rd., P.O. Box 764, Lagos. NORWAY - Norwegian Red Cross, P.O Box 6875, St. Olavspl. 0130 Oslo 1. PAKISTAN - Pakistan Red Crescent Society, Sector H-8, Islamabad. PANAMA - Red Cross
Society of Panama, P.O. Box 668, Panama 1. PAPUA NEW GUINEA- Papua New Guinea Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 6545, Boroko. PARAGUAY - Paraguayan Red Cross, Brasil 216, esq. Jose Berges,
Asuncion. PERU - Peruvian Red Cross, Av. Camino del Inca y Nazarenas, Urb. Las Gardenias - Surco - PO. Box 1534, Lima PHILIPPINES - The Philippine National Red Cross, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area. P.O.
B0x 280, Manila 2803. POLAND - Polish Red Cross, Mokotowska 14, 00-950 Warsaw PORTUGAL - Portuguese Red Cross. Jardim 9 Abril, 1 a 5, 1293 Lisbon. QATAR - Qatar Red Crescent Society, P.O. Box
5449, Doha. ROMANIA - Red Cross of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Strada Biserica Amzei, 29, Bucarest. RWANDA - Rwandese Red Cross, P.O. Box 425, Kigali. SAINT LUCIA - Red Cross Society of
St Lucia , PO. Box 271, Castries St. Lucia. SAN MARINO Red Cross of San Marino, San Marino. SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE -Sao Tome and Principe Red Cross, P.O. Box. 96, Sao Tome. SAUDI
ARABIA - Saudi Arabian Red Crescent Society, Riyadh 11129 SENEGAL Senegalese Red Cross Society, Bd Franklin-Roosevelt, P.O.B. 299, Dakar. SIERRA LEONE - Sierra Leone Red Cross Society,
6, Liverpool Street. P.O.B. 427, Freetown SINGAPORE Singapore Red Cross Society, Red Cross House, 15 Penang Lane, Singapore 0923. SOMALIA (Democratic Republic) - Somali Red Crescent
Society, P.O. Box 937, Mogadishu. SOUTH AFRICA - The South African Red Cross Society. Essanby House, 175 Jeppe Street., P.O.B. 8726, Johannesburg 2000. SPAIN - Spanish Red Cross,
Eduardo Dato, 16, Madrid 28010. SRI LANKA (Dem. Soc Rep. of)- The Sri Lanka Red Cross Society, 106, Dharmapala Mawatha, Colombo 1. SUDAN (The Republic of the) - The Sudanese Red
Crescent, P.O. Box 235 Khartoum SURINAME - Red Cross Society of Suriname, Gravenberchstraat 2, Paramaribo. SWAZILAND - Baphalali Swaziland Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 377,
Mbabane. SWEDEN - Swedish Red Cross, Box 27 316, 102-54 Stockholm SWITZERLAND- Swiss Red Cross, Rainmattstrasse 10, P.O. B0x 2699, 3001 Berne. SYRIAN ARAB
REPUBLIC - Syrian Arab Red Crescent, Bd Mahdi Ben Barake, Damascus TANZANIA - Tanzania Red Cross National Society, Upanga Road, P0.B0x. 1133, Dar es Salaam.
THAILAND - The Thai Red Cross Society, Paribatra Building, Chulalongkorn Hospital, Bangkok 10500. TOGO - Togolese Red Cross, 51, rue Boko Soga, P.O. Box 655, Lome.
TONGA- Tonga Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 456, Nuku'Alofa. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO- The Trinidad and Tobago Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 357, Port of Spain. TUNISIA
- Tunisian Red Crescent, 19, rue d'Angleterre, Tunis 1000. TURKEY - The Turkish Red Crescent Society, Genel Baskanligi, Karantil Sokak No. 7, 06650 Kizilay-Ankara.

UGANDA - The Uganda Red Cross Society, Plot 97, Buganda Road, P.O. Box 494, Kampala. UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - Red Crescent Society of the United Arab
Emirates, P.O Box No 3324, Abu Dhabi. UNITED KINGDOM- The British Red Cross Society, 9, Grosvenor Crescent, London, SWIX 7EJ. USA - American Red

Cross, 17th and D. Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. URUGUAY - Uruguayan Red Cross, Avenida 8 de Octubre 2990, Montevideo. USSR - The
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the U.S.S.R., I, Tcheremuchkinski proezd 5, Moscow. 111036. VENEZUELA-Venezuelan Red

Cross, Avenida Andres Bello, No. 4, P.O. Box, 3185, Caracas 1010. VIET NAM (Socialist Republic of) - Red Cross of Viet Nam, 68, rue Ba-
Trieu, Hanoi, WESTERN SAMOA- Western Samoa Red Cross Society, PO. Box 1616, Apia. YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC - Red

Crescent Society of the Yemen Arab Republic, P.O. Box 1257, Sana'a. YEMEN (People's Democratic Republic of) - Red
Crescent Society of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, P.O. Box 455, Khormaksat, Aden. YUGOSLAVIA

Red Cross of Yugoslavia, Simina ulica broj 19, 11000 Belgrade ZAIRE - Red Cross Society of the Republic
of Zaire, 41, av. de la Justice, Zone de la Gombe, P.O. Box1712, Kinshasa. ZAMBIA- Zambia Red

Cross Society, P.O. Box 50 001, 2837 Brentwood Drive, Longacres, Lusaka.
ZIMBABWE - The Zimbabwe Red Cross Society, P.O. Box 1406, Harare.

PER HUMANITATEM AD PACEM
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League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
FOUNDED IN 1919 PO. Box 372, CH-1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland
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